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PREFACE. 



Thb writer has been induced to prepare this volume in the 
hope that it may be useful to general readers of the Bible. 
The journey in Egypt and Palestine, out of which it has 
grown, was performed in the spring and summer of 1852, and 
the greater part of the contents were written out for the press 
more than a year ago, hut unavoidable circumstances have de- 
layed the publication until the present time. The work does 
not claim to be a book of travels, and would be misjudged if 
viewed in that light. The object has been, not to present a con- 
nected view of the geography of Palestine, or to detail at any 
length the personal incidents which^ travellers usually make so 
prominent h thek journals; but, out Qf the mass of observa- 
tions and facts which fell under my notice, to select those 
which seemed to be capable of being used with some advantage 
for the purpose of promoting a more earnest and intelligent 
study of the Sacred Volume. The object, in other words, has 
been to make this account of the journey to the reader as 
nearly as possible what the journey itself was to the writer in 
the prosecution of it, — a means of illustrating the Scriptures, 
throwing light upon obscui-e passages, bringing vividly before 
the mind the scenes of sacred history, tracing out the proofs of 
the accuracy of the Bible in its allusions, customs, narratives, 
geographical notices, and, in general, putting us more exactly 
in the situation of the inspired writers, and thus enabling us 
the better to understand and appreciate their spirit and 
meaning. 
The contents of the two last chapters are mainly topogra- 



phical in their character, and, while they secure the incidental 
advantage of giving greater variety to the topics, harmonize 
entirely with the genei*al purpose of the work. The places 
described in those portions of the book are connected with 
some of the most important events of Scripture, and the fami- 
liarity which the reader acquires with their situation and ap- 
pearance must give to the narrative of such events a more 
impressive and life-like character. It will not be deemed a 
useless aervice that I have enumerated in the same connection, 
though with so much brevity, the objects of Scripture interest, 
which have been identified at Jerusalem and in the vicinity. 
Every one must wish to know the results of the investigations 
in regard to this class of objects ; and it may be found con- 
venient to have them stated within the compass of a few 
pages, instead of being obliged to search for them through 
large volumes, where they are perplexed with questions and 
details which can interest only the antiquary. 
(, It has been necessary, in order to keep before the mind the 
connections between Palestine and the Bible, to quote numer- 
ous passages of Scripture ; the frequency of these citations 
forms one peculiar feature of the work. It has been my rule 
to compare the passages with the Hebrew and Greek, and, 
without seeking occasion to depart from the common version, 
I have not hesitated to change the language in some instances 
where the meaning of the original or perspicuity seemed to re- 
quire it. Though intending for the most part to confine my- 
self to points of which I could speak as an eye-witness, I have 
gone occasionally beyond that sphere, and have referred to the 
testimony of other travellers, when this was desirable, in order 
to confirm my own statements, or to render the information on 
a particular topic more complete. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTEE I. 

BA8TEBN TBAYBLLING. 

FkC* 

The Child Jesos left at Jenualem— The Deceitftil Brook— Sliding of 
the Feet — Pilgrim Psalnu— Modem Pilgrimages— Pastures of the Do- 
sext — Land of Godien— Animals used in the Desert — An Eastern Skj 
at Night — Use of Tents— Pitching of the Tent — Frequent Removals — 
Remarks of IfCheyne— The Tents of Kedar— Sand-hills— Terrors of 
the WUdemess— Skin Bottles— Artifice of the Gibeonites— Valley of 
Deatb«hade-<Satt Desert— Shadow of a Rock. 1 

CHAPTEE II. 

KAKNEBS AND OUSTOMS. 

Snow fbr Cooling Drinks— Whited Sepulchres— Carrying Children— 
Diraa- Place of Honour— Streets or Bazaars— Eastern Merchants- 
Rights of HospitaUty— Taking off the Shoes— Houses on the Walls- 
Use of Baskets— City on a Hill— FUit Rooft— Hiding the Spies— Pray- 
ing on the House-top— Dwelling (m the House-top— Place of Obser- 
vation- Use of Bells— Grinding at the Mill— Song of the Grindera— 
Statute of Moses— Drowning in the Sea— Behind the Mill— Samson's 
Punishment— Shutting the Gatea— Use of Personal Names— A Con- 
tinual Dropping— Sale of Sparrows— Wells— Mode of Drawing Water- 
Watering of Flocks— Fountain at Nazareth- Well in a Court— Dig- 
ging through Houses— Ordinary Dress and Food— Purse and Scrip — 
Burial-places — ^Tomb at Nazareth— An Asylum— Rachel's Tomb- 
stone Heaps— An Eastern Bed— Cursing one's Ancestor's— Use of Or- 
naments—Adventure at el-Bireh— Posture in Prayer— Funeral Rites 
—An Open Bier— The House of Jairus— Early Hours— The word 
" Brother "—The Nile a Sea^Name of Egypt— Sports of Children. 30 



Vi 00NTENT8. 

CHAPTER III. 

CLIMATE, SOIL, AND PBODUOTIONS. 

P««. 
Mnstard-Seed Plant— Grass on the House-tops— Thorns— Chastising the 

Hen of Succoth— Hosks Eaten by the Prodigal— Tares— Grass of the 
Oven— Anecdote of Mango Park — Sign of Suraraer— Peculiarity of the 
Fig-tree— A Blasting Wind— Alternations of Heat and Cold— A Fire 
by Night — Night of the Betrayal— Gibbon's Objection— Sources of the 
Error— Scripture Misunderstood — One-sided Representation — Signs of 
Fertility— Cultivation Neglected— Testimony of Travellers— Valley of 
Urtaa— Memory of Professor Edwards 79 

CHAPTER IV. 

AaRIOnLTURE, ITS OPERATIONS AND IMPLEMENTS. 

Taming the Rivers of Water- Watering with the Foot— The Eastern 
Plough- Ox-Goad— A Proverb of the Hebrews— Treading of Grapes- 
Threshing Floors— Threshing Machine— Winnowing Shovel— Lodges 
in the Fields— Watch Towers— Parable of the Vineyard— Hedges — 
Ancient Landmark — Seed by the Roadside— Complaint of the Pliari- 
sees— Shunning the Public Ways— Narrow Paths 99 

CHAPTER V. 

OEOaHAPHICAL ACCURAGT OF THE BIBLE. 

Valoe of sach Accuracy — ^Notice of Bethel— Parting of Abraham and Lot 
— Battle-fleld of Saul and the PhiUstines— Situation of Samaria— Dis- 
covery at Nineveh— Prophecy fulfilled — Country of the Gadarenes — 
Advance of the Assyrians— Scenery of Shechem— The Tomb of Joseph 
— Gerizim and Ebal— Jacob's W^eU— Objection noticed— The Lost Bible 
—The Descent to Jericho — Scene of the Parable— Healing of the Noble- 
man's Son— Gibeah of Saul— Transmission of Scripture Names— Identi- 
fication of Helbon— Testhnony of Ritter 113 

CHAPTER VI. 

JEWISH OPINIONS AND USAGES. 

The Jews at Jernsalem— Synagogues— Jewish Worship— Reading aloud 
—Copying the Scriptures— Town of Safet— A distinguished Rabbi- 
Views of the Messiah— The Lost Tribes— A Jewish Festival— Tombs at 



CONTENTS. Til 

Vngt 

Meiron—Divenloiift— Local Traditions— The Celebration— Rains of a 
Synagogue— Hills of Galilee— Galilean Tempe— Plain of Akluu 148 

CHAPTER VII. 

JERUSALEM AIfT> ITS ENVIRONS. 

The First View— What is Proposed— Site of Jemsalem— Tlie Changes of 
Time— View from St Stephen's Gate— Broolc Kedron— Gethscmane— 
Tombs In the Valley of Jehoshaphat— Fountain of the Virgin— Pool 
of Siloam— Former Reservoirs— Well of En- Rogel— Valley of Hinnom 
—Death of Judas— The West Side— Upper Gihon— The North Side- 
Circuit finished— View from Olivet— Neby SamnlU or Mizpeh— Mosque 
of Omar— The Modem Jerusalem— Site of the Temple- Castle of An- 
tonla— Pool of Bethesda— Pool of Hezeklah— Pilate's Prsetorium — 
Tomb of David— Grave of Professor Fbke— Bridge over the Tyropoeon 
—The Holy Sepulchre. 169 

CHAPTEE VIII. 

SKETCHES OV PARTICULAR PLACES. 

Bethlehem— Kazareth—The Latter Rain— Excursion to Mount Tabor- 
Hermits on Tabor— The Transfiguration- Prospect fix)m Tabor— View 
of Hennon— The First Miracle of Christ— Mount of the Beatitudes- 
Descent to Tiberias— The Hot Baths— A Night Scene— Scenery of the 
LalLO- Storms on the Lake— The Plain of Gennesaret— The River 
Kishon— Ascent of Mount Carmel— The Carmelites— View flpom Mount 
Carmel— Fertility of Carmel— The Ride to Akka— A Public Parade- 
Conclusion. 194 



ElUSTRATIOXS OF SCRIPTURE. 



CHAPTER L 

TRAVELLING IN THE EAST. 

Thb title of this chapter (the remark applies also to the 
other chapters) indicates a general connection between the dif- 
ferent topics; but beyond that connection, as the contents of 
the book are so miscellaneous in their character, no attempt 
has been made to pursue any particular method. The order 
of time, in recording the various incidents, might have been 
followed ; but an arrangement of the illustrations on that prinr 
ciple would be less suited to the design of the work than the 
^ other plan, imperfect as that confessedly is. As the separate 
items are, in general, so little dependent on each other, I have 
thought it best to prefix to them a distinct motto, and thus 
notiQr the reader of the transition from one to another. 

TEE CHILD JESUB LETT AT JERTTSALEIL 

The usual rate of travelling in the East is three miles an 
hour ; and as the number of hours devoted to travelling rarely 
exceeds six or eight hours, the distance of an ordinary day's 
journey may be considered as twenty or twenty-five miles. The 
first day, however, on starting on an expedition, forms an ex- 
ception to this rule : on that day it is not customary to go more 
than six or eight miles, and the tents are pitched for the first 
niglit's encampment almost within sight of the place fix>m which 
the journey commences. The sun was hanging low as I left 
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n before sunset ;* the distance would be about 
The author of " Helen's Pilgrimage,"t thai 
re of the religious and social life of the Hebrews 
before the birth of Christ, has shown his wonted 
luding to the same circumstance. " The first 
i the pilgrims,*' he says, " as is usual with cara- 
ahortb They travelled scarcely an hour and a 
Serrha, where they encamped near a fountain." 
oe of restricting the first day's journey, in what- 
y haye arisen, has existed apparently from the 
for we find the stations marked in the itine- 
Idest travellers in the East, agreeing very re- 
tliose mentioned by later travellers. The per- 
fmre, so characteristic of Asiatic life in gen^^, 
3d to have maintained itself in this respect as it 
ler things. 

Doaj avail ourselves of the feet here brought to 
to account for an incident in the history of the 
has i^peared to some surprising. I refer to the 
first visit to Jerusalem, at the age of twelve 
rents of Jesus are said to have travelled a day's 
ir return, without knowing what had become of 
' were ignorant whether he was in the company 
if indifferent resi^cting his safety, make no in- 
to him till the close of the day. Certain cri- 
)f Strauss' objections) have represented this as 
and unnatural, as to throw discredit upon the 
(tire narrative. But if this first day's journey 
ir three hours only, the difficulty disappears. 
SI to suppose that he was with some of their re- 
ds who were travelling with them ; they could 
enough, under that impression for so short a 
Id have no occasion for anxiety until his con- 
, when they came to halt for the night, aroused 
Te are informed, that when this was the case 
rompt measures to find the missing one ; they 
Mir having omitted to keep him constantly at 



iMn In SjTien, roL i., p. 113. 

iloo*i WalUahrt nach Jenualen), roL L, p. 68. 
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Cairo, on the fifteenth of March, to proceed across the desert to 
Syria ; and after a march of two hours and a half we halted 
near tlie obelisk which marks the site of Heliopolis, the On of 
Scripture (Genesis xlL 45). The only reason that I heard 
assigned for starting thus late and stopping so early was, that 
it furnished an opp<Mrtttnity, if anything should prove to be for- 
gotten, to return to the dty and supply the deficiency. 

I find, from books of travels, that we merely did in this re- 
spect what is customary for travellers in setting forth on a 
journey ; and, further, that they give the same explanation of 
this peculiarity of the first day. Thus Maundrel says : " We 
set out from Aleppo at three in the afternoon, intending to 
make only a short step that evening, in order to prove how 
well we were provided with necessaries for our journey. Our 
quarters this first night we took up at a place about one hoiu: 
and a half west of Aleppo."* Richardson, the physician of 
Lord Belmore*s party, says that he and his friends proceeded 
*• to Koub el Qourli, about three miles fix)m Cairo, where they 
found their tents spread, and where they stopped for the 
night."t " We halted early," says Mr. Beldam, " according 
to custom, the distance being but thirteen miles from Cairo, 
in order to muster our fences, and ascertain that all tilings 
were provided for a longer flight."! " -^.t about two miles 
firom Cairo," says the authoress of " Eastern Life,"§ " were 
the green and blue and white tents of the British travellers. 
I supposed that they had been delayed, and that we should 
pass them ; but no— our camels were made to lie down, and 
we were made to dismount, on reaching the camp. This was 
Bisateer ; and the escort never will go further the first day, 
that there may be an opportunity of supplying any needful 
article they may have forgotten." On the eighteenth of May 
the writer left Damascus at eight o'clock a. x., and a little 
after ten crossed the bridge over the Barrada, probably the 
Abana of Scripture (2 Kings v. 12), not far from the village of 
Dumar. Burckhardt mentions tlmt as the place where his 
caravan stopped for the night, having started from Damascus 

• A Joarney ftx»m Aleppo to Jenualem (1607), p. 1. 

t Travels along the Mediterranean, vol it, p. 174. 

t BecoUectioiM of Scenes, Ac, In the East (1851), voL L, p. 28L 

i Eastern Life, toL iL, p. 194. 
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(mly three hours before sunset ;* the distance would be about 
seven miles. The author of *' Helon's Pilgrimage,"t thai 
beautiful picture of the religious and social life of the Hebrews 
in the century before the birth of Christ, has shown his wonted 
accuracy by alluding to the same circumstance. " The first 
day's journey of the pilgrims/' he says, *' as is usual with cara- 
vans, was very short. They travelled scarcely an hour and a 
half, as far as Gerrha, where they encamped near a fountain." 
But this practice of restricting the first day's journey, in what* 
ever way it may have arisen, has existed apparently from the 
earliest times ; for we find the stations marked in the itine- 
raries of the oldest travellers in the East, agreeing very re* 
markably with those mentioned by later travellers. The per- 
manency, therefore, so characteristic of Asiatic life in general, 
may be supposed to have maintained itself in this respect as it 
has done in other things. 

Perhaps we may avail ourselves of the fact here brought to 
view, in order to account for aU incident in the history of the 
Saviour, which has appeared to some surprising. I refer to the 
account of his first visit to Jerusalem, at the age of twelve 
years. The parents of Jesus are said to have travelled a day's 
journey on their return, without knowing what had become of 
their son ; they were ignorant whether he was in the company 
or not, and, as if indifterent resi)ecting his safety, make no in- 
quiry in regard to him till the close of the day. Certain cri- 
tics (it is one of Strauss' objections) have represented this as 
so improbable and unnatural, as to throw discredit upon the 
truth of the entire narrative. But if this first day's journey 
occupied two or three hours only, the diflSculty disappears. 
They had reason to suppose that he was with some of their re- 
latives or friends who were travelling with them ; they could 
act, naturally enough, imder that impression for so short a 
time, and would have no occasion for anxiety until his con- 
tinued absence, when they came to halt for the night, aroused 
their fears. We are informed, that when this was the case 
they adopted prompt measures to find the missing one ; they 
showed that their having omitted to keep him constantly at 



• Reisen In Sjrrlen, roL I., p. 113. 

t Helon't Walliahrt nach Jemaalem, toL L, p. ( 
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their side was owing to anything but a want of that parental 
care and love, in which the transaction has been said to cause 
them to appear so deficient. 

Tradition has fixed on El Bireh, less than three honrs north 
of Jerusalem, as the place where the " Holy Family" stopped 
at the dose of the first day, and whence they turned back to 
the city, in order to seek the child, on discovering that he was 
absent. We can attach, indeed, no historical value to this tra- 
dition ; but it is instructive in this respect, that it has selected 
that particular station because parties travelling to the north 
from Jerusalem are accustomed to spend the first night there, 
and, in all probability, it has been the resting-place of caravans 
on that journey from time immemorial. What route the parents 
of Jesus actually took, on that occasion, we cannot decide. 
The Galilean caravans (they travelled with one, as we see 
from Luke iL 44), in order to avoid Samaria, usually crossed 
the ford of the Jordan near Bethshean, now Beisan, into 
Perea, then passed down on the east side of the Jordan, re- 
crossed the river near Jericho, and ascended to Jerusalem 
through the desert which lies between the two cities. A com- 
pany returning to Galilee by the same route would be apt to 
stop for the first night near the eastern foot of the Mount of 
Olives ; a ride, at a foot-pace, of not more than two hours. 
They would not be likely to go further the first day, because 
that would oblige them to encamp in a hostile region. How 
entirely natural that in such a crowd the members of a family 
should be separated from each other for two or three hours, 
and especially when one of the objects of stopping so soon was 
to see whether the party was complete— whether all had ar- 
rived at the place of rendezvous. 

THE DECEITFUL BROOK. 

On the second of April I crossed a stone bridge over the bed 
of a stream to the right of the village of Eulonieh, an hour 
and a half north-west of Jerusalem. It was then entirely des- « 
titute of water. Prokesch,* a German traveller, who passed 
here a few weeks later in the season, speaks of it as a rushing 

• Belae ins Heilife Land (1829), p. 41. 
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stream when he saw it. Otto von Richter,* who was here in 
August, though he mentions the place under a wrong name, 
says that it contained then a little water. Salzhacher,t who 
saw the hrook near the end of June, says that it was entirely 
dry. Richardson, an English traveller, speaks of it on the 
fifteenth of April as " a small hrook, trickling down through 
the valley."]; The stream is evidently a very uncertain one. 
It varies not only in winter and summer, but at the same 
season in different years. It may be taken, however, as a fiEur 
example of what is true of Eastern brooks in general. They 
flow with water during the rainy season ; but, after that, are 
liable to be soon dried up, or, if they contain water, contain it 
only for a longer or shorter time, according to their situation 
and the severity of the heat of particular years. Hence, the 
traveller in quest of water must often be disappointed when he 
comes to such streams. He may find them entirely dry ; or he 
may find the water gone at the place where he approaches 
them, though it may still linger in other places which elude 
his observation ; he may perceive, from the moisture of the 
ground, that the last drops have just disappeared, and that he 
has arrived but a few hours too late for the attaintment of his 
object 

The chances of obtainmg water in the desert are equally pre- 
carious. The winter torrents there, owing to the rapidity with 
which the sand absorbs them, are still more transient. The 
springy, which supplied a well yesterday, may fail to-day; or 
the drifting sand may choke it up, and obliterate every trace 
of it. On the ninth day of my journey, after leaving Cairo, 
we heard of a well at some distance from the regular course, 
and, as the animals (except the camels) needed to be watered, 
we turned aside to visit the place. We travelled for some 
miles over immense sand-heaps and under a burning sun, with 
the thermometer at ninety degrees of Fahrenheit. It was our 
lot to be disappointed. We found the well, indeed, but with- 
out a drop of water in it that could be reached by us. The 
wind had blown the sand into it, and buried it up to such a 
depth, that all hope of relief from that source was cut off". 

* Walirahrten In Morganlande (1815), p. 15. 

t Errinnerungen ana meiner Pilgerreise (1837), voL iL, p. 8L 

I Travels along the Mediterraneaiif roL iL, p. 286. 
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This liability of a person in the East to be deceived in his 
expectation of finding water is the subject of repeated allusion 
in the Scriptures. In Job vL 15, sq., it furnishes an expressive 
image for representing the fickleness and treachery of false- 
hearted friends: 

** My brethren have dealt deceitfully like a brook, 
As the channel of brooks which pass away ; 
Which are turbid by i-eason of the ice, 
In which is hidden the melted snow. 
As soon as the waters flow off they are gone; 
"When the heat comes, tliey vanish from their place. 
The caravans on their way turn aside ; 
They go up into the desert, and perish. 
The caravans of Tema search anxiously; 
The wayfarers of Sheba look to them with hope. 
They are ashamed because they trusted in them ; 
They come to them, and are confounded." 

Our English version of the above passage fails to bring out 
the image distinctly. The foregoing translation, which I have 
brought nearer to the original, may be made clearer, perhaps, 
by a word of explanation. The idea is, that in spring the 
streams are full ; they rush along swollen from the eifect of 
the melting snow and ice. Summer comes, and they can no 
longer be trusted. Those journeying in the region of such 
streams, fainting with thirst, travel many a weary step out of 
the way in quest of them, in the hope that water may still be 
found in them. They arrive at the place, but only to be dL*)- 
appointed. The deceitful brook has fled. They were in the 
last extremity— it was their last hope, and they die. 

Tema is a region in the north of the Arabian Desert; 
Sheba a region of Arabia Felix. *' Caravans," says Umbreit,* 
'* from these particular places are mentioned to give life and 
individuality to the picture." The scene is laid in Arabia, be- 
cause it is in that country especially that travellers are liable 
to suffer from want of water. 

Another passage where the same comparison occurs is Jere- 
miah xv. 18: 

** Why if my affliction perpetual^ 

And my wound incurable? 

It will not be healed. 

Thou art to me as a lying brook, 

As waters which are not enduring.** 

* Commcmtar fiber die Propheten. 
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SUDDIO OF THE FEET. 



A few bonis beyond Wady* Aly, on the way to Jerosalem, 
from tbe andent Joppa, now Jaffi^ I had my first experience 
of flCNtne of the worst evils of an eastern road. It is hardly cor- 
rect, indeed, to speak of such a thing as a road in Palestine. 
Carriages are now unknown there ; and the thorough£Eures con^ 
sist merely of tracks worn by the feet oi the beasts oi burden. 
As the country is hilly, with the exception of a few extensive 
plains, and as the tops of the hills generally present a sur£EU» 
of denuded rocks, the paths over them are not only rugged 
and narrow, but often ascend and descend almost as steeply 
as a flight of stairs. Nothing but the singular expertness of 
the animals trained to this sort of travelling enables them to 
dimb these heights and maintain their foothold; and, even 
with that advantage, missteps may occur, not a little danger- 
ous. In addition to this, the paths conduct one often to the 
edge of precipices and fissures, which expose him still more. 
Stepping a few feet the wrong way, perhaps treading on a 
rolling stone, or the sudden start of his horse or mule, may 
cause his destruction. Of this character, for instance, was a 
part of the way between Kuryet-El-Enab (supposed to be the 
ancient Eiijath Jearim) and Jerusalem. We were obliged to 
dismount in some places, and pick our way on foot. 

This physical configuration of the country and the nature of 
the roads have originated a mode of speaking in the Bible, the 
force of which is not always perceived. I refer to the passages 
which represent it as so calamitous a thing for the traveller to 
fjBll, stumble, have his feet slide, and the like. Thus, it is 
said of the wise son, in Proverbs iii. 23 : ** Then shalt thou 
walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble." See, 
also, Proverbs iv. 12. In Jeremiah xxxi. 9, the safety of a 
straight path is opposed to one in which men are liable to 
stumble. See, also^ Jeremiah 1. 32. In Psalm xxxviii. 16, 
the Psalmist prays that his enemies might not " rejoice over 
him when his foot slippeth f* and in Psalm Ixvi. 9, he says of 
the righteous, that God ** holdeth their soul in life, and suf- 



* This if the oriental term for a valley or depression through which a 
atream flows in the rainy season. 
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fereth not their feet to be moved." In Deuteronomy xxxii. 35, 
God says of the wicked : " To me belongeth vengeance and re- 
compense ; their foot shall slide in due time." 

I can never forget the vividness with which the significancy 
of this figure, in such applications as the last, was brought 
home to me on one particular occasion. I was going from 
Tekoa (Amos i. 1) to Khureitun,* where is one of the most 
remarkable caves in Palestine, called traditionally the cave ci 
AduUam, though without sufficient reason. The road crowded 
us into a narrow foot-path, between a high cliff, on the right 
hand, and an immense ravine, hundreds of feet deep, on the 
left. It was almost enough to make the head reel to look into 
the horrid chasm. A slight confusion of mind, a shelving 
rock, a slip of the foot, would have hurled horse and rider to 
destruction in a moment. After a rain, such places must be 
still more dangerous ; since the ground would then be slippery, 
and the smaller stones more or less loosened. As an image of 
the doom of the wicked, what could be more expressive to the 
minds of those accustomed to such perils than the words, 
" Their feet shall slide in due time?'' 



FILasm PSALMS. 

It was a pleasing coincidence to recollect, as I was approach- 
ing Jerusalem, that an allusion to this kind of danger occurs 
in one of the Psalms of Degrees or Pilgrimages (cxx.-cxxxiv.) : 
a dass of Psalms composed for the use of the Hebrews, as they 
went up to celebrate the yearly festival in the capital of the 
nation. Nothing could be more natural than that the pious 
worshipper, after having surmounted the peculiar dangers of 
such a journey, should single out his exemption from the 
casualties of the way as a special mark of the divine goodness 
to him. 

" He rafTers not thy foot to slide; 
Thy Keeper slumbers not 
Behold, he neither slambers nor sleeps 
Who is the Keeper of Israel** 

• This may be a corruption for Kerioth, a city of Judah (Joshua xv. 25) ; 
and if so, it was the home of Judas the traitor, who was thence called 
Iscariot, that la, man of Kerioth. It U a few miles south of Bethlehem. 
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How often may these words have given utterance to the grate* 
ful joy with which the pilgrim from Galilee, who had crossed 
the steep mountains of Ephraim, or the pilgrim from the south 
of Judah, who had pursued his way over lofty summits, and 
along the verge of precipices, having reached at length the 
holy city, has looked back, almost with shuddering, upon the 
perils which attended his steps, and blessed the care which 
watched over him, and brought him in safety to the goal of h^ 
hopes and desires! 

** Standing now are our feet 
Within thy gates, Jerusalem! 
Whither go up the tribes, 
The tribes of Jehovah, as prescribed to Israel, 
To give thanks to the name of JehovalL 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; 
May they prosper who love thee 
May peace be within thy walls, 
Prosperity within thy palaces." 

XODEBV PILGBIXAOES. 

It may be added here that modem pUgrims in the East, like 
the ancient Hebrews, are accustomed to enliven their march 
with music and song. The caravans that go annually from 
Cairo to Mecca, and from Damascus to Mecca, have their pil- 
grim hymns, which they chant on the way. Compositions 
designed for this use fill a laige space in the popular religious 
literature of the Mohammedans. So, too, the oriental Chris- 
tians, as the Greeks, Copts, and others, who go up to Jerusa- 
lem in such numbers to commemorate the holy week, make the 
country resound with their songs as they approach the end of 
their journey. It fell in my way to see, or rather to hear, 
something of this on one occasion. 

On the afternoon of April first, we encamped early at Ram- 
leh, in the plain of Sharon, whence we could see the tall 
minaret which distinguishes Ludd, the ancient Lydda. See 
Acts ix. 32, sq. Procuring a Turkish cavass or soldier as an 
escort, I separated myself from the rest of the party and rode 
across the plain to that village. On the way thither, soon 
after leaving Ramleh, I passed a large company of pilgrims, 
who had halted for the night under the trees by the road-side ; 
there were men, women, and children too of every age^ with 

B 
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camels, horses and donkeys, and heaps of luggage scattered 
in confusion around them. They were travelling to the holy 
city, and had now arrived within a day's march of their desti- 
nation. In the course of the following night they hroke up 
their encampment at an early hour, and long before daybreak 
passed our tents at Ramleh. They were full of joy naturally 
at the thought of so much of their pilgrimage accomplished in 
safety, and at the prospect of its speedy termination. It was 
truly exciting to listen, in the otherwise still night, to thdr 
jubilant voices, as, in chorus or singly, they sung the hymns 
expressive of their feelings under such circumstances. The 
scene carried back my thoughts forcibly to the time when 
bands of the countrymen of David, Isaiah, and Daniel, ap- 
proached Jerusalem on a similar errand, and woke up the 
silence of night with strains not less impassioned, and, as we 
would hope, not less religious. The Psalms are full of senti- 
ments which would occur to the mind at such a time. With 
what depth of meaning could the pious heart have said : 

»' How lovely are thy abodes, Jehovah of hosts ! 
My soul longs and faints for the courts of Jehovah; 
My heart and my flesh. 
They cry aloud for the living God. 

" Blessed are they that dwell in thy house! 
They shall still be praising thee. 

Better is a day in thy courts than a thousand (elsewhere) ; 
I would rather stand at the door of the house of my God 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

** Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion 
More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are spoken of thee, 
OdtyofGod! 

Beautiful for situation, joy of all the earth, 
Is Mount Zion, city of the great King.'* 

The foregoing passages occur in the forty-eighth, the eighty- 
fourth, and the eighty-seventh Psalms. 



PASTUBES OP 'I' HM DESEBT. 

It is a common idea that the country between the eastern 
arm of the Nile and the south of Palestine is entirely destitute 
of vegetation ; but the idea is not correct. One exception to 
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the general dreariness of the desert is found in the occurrence 
of an occasional oasis— a little island of verdure amid an ocean 
of comparative desolation, where a few Arabs spread their 
tents beneath the tall palms, and, in addition to the care of 
their flocks, cultivate the little tract, which a running stream 
or a fountain enables them to irrigate and render fertile. Be- 
tween Salahieh, on the edge of the desert, and the entrance to 
the Holy Land, two such oases gladden the eyes of the traveller. 
One of these is Eatieh, which we reached on the seventh day 
from Cairo, where was a grove of palms, a small Arab encamp- 
ment, and a good weU of water. The other is El Arish, on 
the boundary between Egypt and Syria, a large village. It 
was the Botany Bay of the Pharaohs, whither they banished 
their convicts, after having slit their noses as an ineffaceable 
mark of their character as felons. The Greeks called it Rhi- 
nocolura, with reference to this mutilation. The Hebrews, 
during their wanderings in the wDderness, encamped often at 
places of this description. 

Another peculiarity of the desert is that, though the soil is 
sandy, it rarely consists, for successive days together, of mere 
sand ; it is interspersed, at frequent intervals, with clumps of 
coarse grass and low shrubs, affording very good pasturage, not 
only for camels, the proper tenants of the desert, but for sheep 
and goats. The people of the villages on the borders of the 
desert are accustomed to lead forth their flocks to the pastures 
found there. We frequently passed on our way shepherds so 
employed ; and it was interesting to observe as a verification 
of what is implied in the Saviour's statement (Matthew xxv. 
33), that the sheep and goats were not kept distinct, but in- 
termixed with one another. The shepherds not only frequent 
the parts of the desert near their places of abode, but go often 
to a considerable distance from them ; they remain absent for 
weeks and months, only changing their station from time to 
time, as their wants in respect to water and herbage may re- 
quire. The incident related of Moses shows that the pastoral 
habits of the people were the same in his day: *' Now Moses 
kept the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian ; and he led the flock to the further part of the desert, 
even to Horeb." (Exodus iii. 1.) It is of the desert in this 
fense, as supplying to some extent the means of pasturage. 
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that the prophet Joel speaks in i. 19, and ii. 22. The Psalm- 
ist also says (Ixv. 12, 13), with the same reference : 

•' Thou crownest the year with thy goodness, 
And thy paths drop Cettness; 
They drop fotness on the pastures of the wilderness.** 

Indeed, the Hebrew idea of the term was still more exten- 
sive. Tracts of country comparatively fertile are called deserts^ 
in the Bible, when they are remote from towns and but thinly 
inhabited. Hence we read in the Gospels that John, the fore- 
runner of Christ, preached and baptized in the wilderness, and 
crowds resorted to him there to hear him. 

LAHD OP GOSHEV. 

It was not until the third or fourth day after leaving Cairo 
that we entered upon the desert properly so called. During 
the previous days our journey lay along the borders of the 
ancient Goshen — a fertile tract east of the Nile, and still 
favourably distinguished above other parts of Egypt for its 
adaptation to the wants of an agricultural people. ** The land 
of Egypt is before thee," said Pharaoh to Joseph ; " in the 
best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell ; in 
the land of Goshen let them dwell. (Genesis xlvii. 6.) That 
Goshen lay on the east side of the Nile is not to be doubted ; 
for it is nowhere intimated in the Bible that Jacob, on his 
arrival in Egypt, or the Israelites, on their departure fix)m it, 
crossed that river. It results also from such passages as Gene- 
sis xlviL 1, and Exodus xiii. 17, that this district stretched 
towards Palestine, as well as, from the history of the flight of 
the Hebrews, that it was not far from the Red Sea. Hence, 
the traveller's journey, on the route which I followed, conducts 
him through the northern part of that region so famous in the 
history of the Israelites. 

The advantage of such a situation to the Hebrews was two> 
fold; they had there the benefit of all the abundance of the 
valley of the Nile (see Numbers xL 5), and at the same time 
could drive out their flocks for pasture to the neighbouring 
desert It was curious to observe here the close proximity be- 
tween verdant fields and the unreclaimed wilderness. On one 
fide were gardens of vegetables, rich harvests of wheat and 
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maize, and groyes of palm-trees ; and on the other, at the dis- 
tance of a single foot beyond the point reached by the over- 
flowing of the Nile, or by artificial irrigation, was nothing but 
sand and sterility. All that is needed, in order to reclaim 
from waste a still greater portion of the desert, is a proper 
amount of enterprise and skill on the part of the inhabitants 
in the construction of canals for the purpose of distributing the 
water of the Kile, beyond its natural limit. No doubt, in the 
best days of Egypt, when the population was so much greater 
than it is at present, the resources of the country, in this re- 
spect, were more fully developed, and extensive regions, 
which now lie waste, teemed with life and the fruits of a 
thriving cultivation. 

At intervals, during the first days of the journey, the ground 
was thickly strown with small stones, of different shapes and 
colours, among which were the onyx, chalcedony, agate, and 
the like. Their number and sparkling lustre, as seen under a 
brilliant sunshine, caused them to resemble, (with some grain 
of allowance for the figure) a pavement of rich mosaic. I was 
not aware that the desert had such a phase to offer amid its 
diversities of appearance ; the sight was as unexpected as it 
was novel and beautiful 

AOCUBACT OP GENESIS xlii. 28. 

The fomily of Jacob, during the prevalence of the flEunine 
in Canaan, appear to have been living at Hebron. The sons 
of the patriarch, when they went into Egypt to buy com, 
would naturally have taken the shortest course thither, and, 
hence, must have passed, by the way oi Gaza or Beersheba, 
across the isthmus, through the northern part of the desert of 
Shur. It has been said that, owing to the want of water, no 
animals except camels can perform this journey*; and hence 
the statement that Joseph's brethren transported their com 
on *' asses'' (G^esis xlii. 26, 27) has been alleged as an objec- 
tion to the tmth of the account. One of the current approved 
manuals on the geography of Palestine disposes of this ob- 
jection by urging that the desert may have changed its cha- 
lacter ; that formerly it was better supplied with water than 
it is at present. 
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But it is not true that horses, mules, donkeys, cjannot he 
used in this region ; though camels are employed for the most 
part, and are more serviceahle. Several donkeys accompanied 
the caravan in which I travelled through the same desert. I 
myself rode on horseback the whole way ; though the others 
who composed the party, with the exception of one, rode on 
camels. Near the middle of the desert we met a company of 
Syrians, who had in charge several splendid Arab horses, which 
they w^re carrying as a present from the Pasha of Damascus 
to the Pasha of Egypt. Water for our own use we carried 
with us in skin bottles ; but relied on the supplies of the de- 
sert for watering the animals. The camels drank but once on 
the way, which was on the seventh day after leaving Cairo, 
at Katieh, already mentioned ; they drank readily, but not at 
all immoderately or eagerly as if oppressed with thirst. The 
other animals, whose different physical organization did not 
allow them to be fastidious, were willing to drink of the 
muddy, brackish water which can be scooped out of the sand 
in several places where the surface of the desert sinks down 
into an occasional basin or ravine. It was sometimes a scanty 
supply even of such water that we could obtain ; but the suf- 
fering creatures made that suffice until they could reach at 
length a place where they could satisfy their wants more 
freely. Of the twelve days which the journey occupied, there 
was but one, if I remember right, when we were not able to 
procure a small quantity of water, of some sort, for the relief 
of our beasts of burden. The notice, therefore, respecting 
the animah which Jacob's sons employed does not oblige us 
either to impeach the accuracy of the sacred narrative, or 
to suppose, for the purpose of upholding its character, that 
any change has taken place in regard to the difficulties or faci- 
lities which attend a journey through this particular desert. 

AH EASTEBN SET AT HIGHT. 

The appearance of an eastern sky at night is quite peculiar, 
displaying to the eye a very different aspect from our sky. Not 
only is the number of stars visible greater than we are accus- 
tomed to see, but they shine with a brilliancy and purity of 
ustre of which our heavens very seldom furnish an example. 
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Homer's comparison^ at the begmning of the Fifth Book of 
the Iliad, 

•* bright and steady as the star 

Autnmnalf which in ocean newly bathed 
Assumes A*esh beauty ■ •."» 

was often brought to mind, as I remarked the fresh, unsullied 
splendour, as it were, of the more brilliant constellations. 

An oriental sky has another peculiarity, which adds Very 
much to its impressive appearance. With us the stars seem 
to adhere to the face of the heavens ; they form the most dis« 
tant objects within the range of vision ; they appear to be 
set in a groundwork of thick darkness, beyond which the 
eye does not penetrate. Unlike this is the canopy which 
night spreads over the traveller in Eastern climes. The stars 
there seem to hang, like burning lamps, midway between 
heaven and earth; the pure atmosphere enables us to see 
a deep expanse of blue ether lying far beyond them. The 
hemisphere above us glows and sparkles with innumerable 
fires, that appear as if kept burning in their position by an 
immediate act of the Omnipotent, instead of resting on a 
framework which subserves the illusion of seeming to give to 
them their support. 

Never can I forget my first night in the desert, in travelling 
from Egypt to Palestine. I had entered the tent erected for 
Ine, about dark, and, being occupied there for some time, tbe 
ihhadows of evening in the mean while insensibly gathered 
around us ; the stars came forth one after another, and com- 
menced their nightly watch. On going abroad, at length, a 
scene of surpassing beauty and grandeur burst upon me. I 
was in the midst of a level tract of sand, where no interven- 
ing object rose up to intercept the view ; the horizon which 
swept around me was as expanded as the power of human 
vision could make it ; and all this vast circuit, as I glanced 
from the right hand to the left, and from the edge of the sky 
to the zenith, was glittering with countless stars, each of 
which seemed radiant with a distinct light of its own ; many 
of which shone with something of the splendour of planets 
of the first magnitude. I could not resist the impulse of the 

• Cowper*s Translation. 
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moment, but taking my Hebrew Bible, read, with a new iid- 
pression of its meaning, the sublime language of the Psalmist : 

" Jehovah, oar Lord, how excellent thy name in all the earth. 
Who hast placed thy glory upon the heavens! 
When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers; 
Tlie moon and stars which thou hast made; 
What is man, that thou art mindful of him, 
And the eon of man, that thou carest for him ? ** 

I remembered, too, that it was probably in some such situa- 
tion as this in which I was then placed, and on an evening 
like this, that Abraham was directed to go abroad, and " look 
towards heaven, and tell the stars if he could number them,** 
and thus form an idea of the multitude of the posterity 
destined to be called after his name. (Genesis xy. 5.) I 
turned to that passage also, and saw a grandeur in the com- 
parison, of which I had possessed hitherto but a vague con- 
«ei>tion. 

USE OF TENTS IN THE EAST. 

The use of tents in Africa and Western Asia extends back 
to the earliest times. In Genesis iv. 20, it is said that Jabal 
'* was the fother of such as dwell in tents, and of such as 
have cattle." Abraham was a tenant of one of these change- 
able abodes during all his life. Of Isaac we read that he 
" pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there." 
(Genesis xiL 8.) '* Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.^' 
(Genesis xxv. 27.) The Hebrews lived in tents during all 
their sojourn in the wilderness. Though they had towns and 
houses of stone, after they took possession of the promised 
land, many of them still led a wandering, pastoral life, and 
occupied tents, like their fathers. Such statements as the 
following are frequent in the Old Testament:—" On the 
eighth day Solomon sent the people away ; and they blessed 
the king, and went unto their tents." (1 Kings viii es.) 
"Everyman to his tents, Israel" (2 Samuel xx. 1), was 
the common watchword for dismissing the people to their 
homes. " And the people fled into their tents." (2 Kings 
viii 21.) " And the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as 
beforetime." (2 Kings xiii. 6.) Gideon "sent all the rest of 
Israel every man unto his tent." (Judges vii. 8.) A great 
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many of the inhabitants of the East live in the same way at 
the present time. A custom, so general and permanent, 
would be expected to influence the language <^ the people. 
Many scriptural illustrations are drawn from this source. 
The poetry of David, who was a shepherd's son, abounds in 
reminiscences of his first occupation. Some of the most touch- 
ing passages in the history of the patriarchs are connected 
with their tent life. The great Apostle of the Glentiles, it will 
be remembered, was a tent-maker. 

It was my lot to live in one of these primitive abodes for 
several weeks. This gave me an opportunity to form some 
acquaintance with this phase of oriental life. The tents used 
by foreigners are not like those of the natives in all re* 
spects ; but they are so far fashioned after the same model, 
and employed under circumstances so similar, that the travel- 
ler is constantly reminded of allusions to this subject in the 
Bible, and led to perceive a force in them, which nothing 
but some experience of this kind could so adequately disclose 
to him. 

nrCEIVG 07 THE TEST. 

The pitching of the tent forms the first labour, at the dose 
of the day, in preparing for the night An upright pole is 
fixed in the ground, and the canvass is then stretched out 
around it by means of cords fastened at one end to the upper 
part or roof of the tent, having loop-holes at the other end, 
through which a stake or wooden peg is passed and then 
driven into the ground with a mallet. The tents of the 
Arabs are secured in the same manner, though when occu« 
pied by families they are lai^er, and rest often on a frame« 
work of several poles. Every one sees here the origin of a 
mode of speaking which shows clearly where the Scriptures 
were written. It is said of God, as the Creator : — " Hd 
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them 
out as a tent to dwell in.** (Isaiah xl. 22.) The prophet, as 
he looks forward to a happier day for the people of God, 
says, '* Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a 
tabernacle that shall not be taken down ; not one of the 
stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the 
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cords thereof be broken/' (Isaiah xxxiiL 20.) Again, in anti- 
cipation of accessions to their number, he exclaims, " Enlarge 
the place of thy tent, and stretch forth the curtains of thj 
habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes ; for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and 
the left." (Isaiah Uv. 2.) 

The putting up and taking down of the tents, at the pre- 
sent day, is the same operation, beyond doubt, that it was 
at the time when the Bible was written. The nail and mallet 
or hammer are mentioned as a part of the " household stuflT* 
in the story of Jael and Sisera. Many a traveller can say, 
with Lord Lindsay,* that he never saw a tent-pin driven 
without calling to mind that narrative. (Judges iv. 17, sq.) 
Our English version obscures a part of the meaning, in cer- 
tain passages. Thus, in Genesis xii. 9, where it is said, 
" Abraham journeyed, going on still," a more literal trans- 
lation would be, " He pulled up," namely, his tent-pins, 
** going and pulling up," as he advanced from one station to 
another. So, in Genesis xxxiii. 12, instead of ** Let us take our 
journey and go," it should be, " Let us pull up the pins of 
our tents, and let us go.'' The same allusion occurs in Genesis 
XXXV. 21 : xlvi. 1 ; Exodus xiii. 20, and elsewhere. Hence, 
our successive encampments, as we journeyed through the 
desert, brought back to us, in our own experience, something 
(to use the words of Thomson) 

" of the patriarchal age, 
What time Dan Abraham left the Chaldee land. 
And pastured on from stage to stage, 
Where fields and fountains firesh could best engage.** 



FREQUENT BEHOYALS. 

The tents of the East, as intimated already, seldom remain 
long in the same place. The traveller erects his temporary 
abode for the night, takes it down in the morning, and jour- 
neys onward. The shepherds of the country, also, are con- 
stantly moving from one place to another. The brook fails 
on which they relied for water, or the grass required for the 

• Letters on the Holy Land, 4th ed., p. KM. 
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support of their flocks is consumed, and they wander to a new 
station. " There is something very melancholy," writes Lord 
Lindsay, *' in our morning flittings. The tent-pins are plucked 
up, and in a few minutes a dozen holes, a heap or two of 
ashes, and the marks of the camels' knees in the sand, soon 
to be obliterated, are the only traces left of what has been, 
for a while, our home." Hence, this rapid change of situa- 
tion, this removal from one spot to another, without being 
able to foresee to-day where the wanderer will rest to-morrow, 
affords a striking image of man's life— so brief, fleeting, uncer- 
tain. Thus Uezekiah felt in the near prospect of death: 
*^ Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shep- 
herd's tent." (Isaiah xxzviiL 12.) Jacob calls his life a pil- 
grimage (Genesis xlvii 9), with reference to the same expressive 
idea. The body, as the temporary home of the soul, is called 
a '^ tent," or '* tabernacle," because it is so frail and perishable. 
Thus Paul says, in 2 Corinthians v. 1 : " For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dusolved" (taken 
down is the proper term), " we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." The 
apostle Peter employs the same figure : '* Yea, I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up, by putting you 
in remembrance : knowing that shortly I must put off this my 
tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me." 
(2 Peter L 13.) 

UTiMAIiyfl OF X'CHETHS. 

The following remarks of Mr. M*Cheyne,* one of the Scotch 
delegation, to the Jews in Palestine, breathe the spirit of a 
true Christian pilgrim. They have a more tender interest 
from the fact that he who wrote them was called so soon to 
finish his wanderings, and exchange the earthly tabernacle for 
his permanent home in heaven» Speaking of his journey 
through the desert, he says : '* Living in tents, and moving 
among such lonely scenes for many days, awakened many new 
ideas. It was a strange life that we led in the wilderness. 
Round and round was a complete circle of sand and wilderness 

» Life and Remaiiu of the Rev. Bobert U, M'Cheyne, by Rer. A. A. Boom. 
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shrabs ; above, a blue sky without a cloud, and a scordiiiif 
sun. Wken evening came the sun went down as it does im 
the ocean, and the stars came riding forth in their glory ; and 
we used to pitch our tents all alone, with none but the poor 
Bedouins and the camels, and our all-knowing, all-loving Qod« 
beside us. When morning began to dawn our habitations 
were taken down; often we found our ourselves shelterless 
before being fully dre&sed. What a type of the tent of our 
body! Ah! how often taken down before the soul is made 
meet for the inheritance of the saints in light !" 

It was amid such scenes — scenes too suggestive of such 
reflections— tbat the patriarchs spent most of their days. One 
can hardly open the early pages of the Bible anywhere, and 
not discover a new meaning in them when he reads them in 
the light of such descriptions. It will be seen, too, from this 
example, how readily a person falls into the use of the same 
figures when placed in the situation of the sacred writers. 

THE TENTS OF KEDJJL 

The goats of the East are commonly black, and a species of 
cloth is made from their skins, having the same colour. This 
is the article commonly used by the Arabs for covering their 
tents. In approaching Bethlehem from the direction of the 
desert, I passed an encampment of this people, whose tents 
were all made of this black cloth, and which presented a strik- 
ing appearance, especially as contrasted with the white canvass 
tents to which I had been accustomed hitherto, and which 
travellers so generally employ in that country. At Tekoa^ 
Amos' birth-place, six miles south of Bethlehem, I beheld a 
similar scene. The settlement there consisted of two small 
groups of tents, one larger than the other ; they were covered 
with the black cloth before mentioned, supported on several 
poles, and turned up in part on one side, so that a person from 
without could look into the interior. The Arab tents which I 
saw on the Phoenician plain, between Tyre and Sidon, were 
covered with the same material. In crossing the mountains of 
Lebanon, the path of the traveller leads him often along the brow 
of lofty summits, overlooking deep valleys, at the bottom of 
which may be seen the long black tents of migratoiy shepherds. 



OOVTRiUra OF 00L01TS& SI 

It is this aspect of a Bedouin encampment that supplies the 
comparison in Solomon's Song (L 5) : ^' I am black, but come! j, 
O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the 
curtains of Solomon.'' It is the just remark of a certain tra* 
Teller, that '* It would be often difficult to ascribe the epithet 
* comely' to the tents of the orientals, viewed singly ; but as 
forming part of a prospect they are a very beautiful object" 
Being pitched often in the midst of verdant meadows watered 
by a running brook, their appearance, as beheld by the distant 
observer, is the more pleasing from the contrast of colours 
which strike the eye* The pure atmosphere and brilliant 
sunshine of the East, it will be remembered, give an almost 
prismatic effect to every object. 

I add, for the sake of explanation, that Kedar was the name 
of an Arabian or Ishmaelitish tribe, who, like nomadic wan- 
derers in general, appear to have dwelt in different places at 
different times. They are mentioned repeatedly in the Old 
Testament. The Psalmist, for instance (cxx. 5), alludes to 
them in the expression, '' Woe is me that I dwell in the tenta 
of Kedar ! " They seem to have had a bad pre-eminence above 
others of their race as a quarrelsome, belligerent people. 

SAND-HILLS. 

With the exception of bleak, rocky mountains (which are to 
be seen only at a distance), the journey to Palestine through 
the desert of Suez presents examples of every variety of scenery 
to be found on any of the customary routes to the Holy Land. 
During parts of two different days, out of the thirteen that we 
spent in the wilderness, the aspect of the desert was wild and 
dreary in a manner fdly equal to the expectations which I 
had formed of such regions. We spent one night, in particular, 
in the midst of a solitude sublimely terrific in its character. 
Diuring the erection of the tent I strolled away alone, and 
mounted with some difficulty to the top of one of the huge 
sand-hills. There I sat down, and from that " spectral mount" 
looked abroad upon the scene which surrounded me. As far as 
the eye could reach, except in one quarter where were a few 
dwarfish palm-trees, nothing was to be seen but sand-heaps 
piled up in every variety of fantastic shape. In one direction 
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I^ey rose up abruptly to a great height, like pointed shafts or 
pyramids; in another, without being so high, they took the 
form of hillocks, following each other like a succession of rolling 
waves. Sometimes they formed sand-banks, sloping away 
gradually on one side to a great distance, while the other side 
terminated almost perpendicularly, with the tops curling over 
like a crested wave just as it is ready to break. Sometimes, 
again, both sides sloped down gradually, while the line where 
they met at the top presented an appearance like the extended 
ridge of the roof of a house. The natural inequalities of the 
ground modified no doubt the contour of the landscape. It 
was a desolate scene, and, as I looked upon it, I was reminded 
of poor Selkirk's soliloquy : — 

" Bolitnde! where are the charms 
That sages have seen in thy face? 
Better dwell In the midst of alarms 
Than reign in this horrible place.** 

It was easy to imagine, with such a spectacle before me, 
what the efiect must be when a storm of wind, such as often 
arises in the desert, has put such sand-heaps in motion. I 
could ..credit the stories wliich are related of entire caravans 
(some isay armies) having been overwhelmed and destroyed by 
the drifting sands of the desert. I can think of no expression 
which describes my feelings at the moment so exactly as the 
graphic delineation in Deuteronomy xxxiL 10 : it was verily 
•* a waste howling wilderness." 

fH' ff^H l l Ol l S OP THM DESEBTt 

The Hebrews, on their departure from Egypt, wandered for 
forty years in the region between that country and Palestine. 
Their expenence during that time left an impression on the 
national mind respecting the terrors of the wilderness, which 
was never effaced. Their vicinity to the same uncultivated, 
desolate tracts, after their settlement in the promised land, 
kept up their £Eimiliarity with the characteristics of the desert 
It was to them the land over which brooded every frightful 
evil ; where men pined with hunger and thirst ; where the sun 
smote them by day, and the cold pained them by night ; where 
reptiles, whose sting was death, nestled among the rocks and 
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in holes of the earth ; where sand-storms hewildered and oyer* 
whelmed the traveller; where winds swept from the south, 
scattering pestilence and destruction in their way. It is not 
surprising that the Hehrew imagination had recourse often to 
this ample store-house for terrific imagery. How forcible, for 
instance, is Jeremiah's appeal to his countrymen when he 
would reprove them for forgetting God's great deliverance iik 
their behalf! 

- Where is Jehorah, 



Who brought as up out of the hmd of Egypt — 
He who led us through the wilderness, 
Through the land of the desert and pit-falls, 
Through the hind of drought and the shadow of death. 
Through the land wherein no one wanders, 
And where no man dwells ? ** 

The Psahnist, when he would set forth the punishment of the 
wicked, says (xL 6) : 

** He shall rain upon the transgressors 
Snares, fire and brimstone, and burning blasts; 
the portion of their ci^" 

The " blasts" refer undoubtedly to the Simfim, a poisonous 
wind which occurs in the desert ; the other terms may refer to 
the overthrow of the cities of the plain. 

The serpents which infested the Israelites were among the 
evils from which they suffered. In 'Hhat great and terrible 
wilderness were fiery serpents and scorpions," as Moses reminds 
them in his last instructions (Deuteronomy viiL 15). They 
still abound in the same and similar places. A few weeks 
later than the time of my journey they are said to be so 
numerous as to expose the traveller to great danger. It re- 
quires special caution, in arranging the bed at night, to guard 
against their attacks. One day we saw in our path an asp, a 
foot long, coiled up in the attitude of springing; which the 
Arabs killed, saying that it was exceedingly venomous. A 
few hours later on the same day, in turning up an old garment 
on the ground, they found another reptile, of a different 
species, but also malignant. The feet and legs, not only of 
the men, but of the animals which they ride, are liable to be 
bitten under such circumstances. We see the force hero of 
Jacob's language, in describing the subtle character of the 
tribe of Dan, — " He shall be a serpent in the way, an adder 
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in the path, that biteth the horse's heels, so that his rider shall 
fall backward." (Genesis xlix. 17.) 

Br. Shaw, the trareller, says, that, in the desert east of the 
Red Sea, just where the Israelites encountered this plague, he 
found the evil still unremoved. " Vipers, especially in the 
wilderness of Sin (Exodus xvi 1), were very dangerous and 
troublesome ; not only our camels, but the Arabs who attended 
them, running every moment the risk of being bitten." ♦ 

SKOr AND LEATHEB BOTTLES. 

The use of skin bottles prevails still very extensively in all 
parts of western Asia ; though earthen bottles are also com- 
mon, and were so in ancient times, as we know both from 
Scripture and from explorations in Egypt and at Nineveh. I 
did not happen to notice them at Alexandria, where I entered 
on my oriental wanderings ; but at Cairo I saw them at almost 
every turn in the streets, and on the backs of the water- 
carriers between that city and Bulak, its port on the Nil& 
After that I met with them constantly, wherever I travelled, 
both in Egypt and in Syria. They are made of the skins of 
animals, especially of the goat, and in various forms. They 
are more commonly made so as to retain the figure of the ani- 
mal from which the skin is taken. The process is said to be 
this : they cut off the head of the goat, kid, or sheep, as the 
case may be, and then strip off the skin whole from the body, 
without cutting it except at the extremities. The neck con- 
stitutes the mouth of the bottle ; and, as the only places that 
need to be sewed up are where the feet were cut off, the skin, 
when distended with water, has precisely the appearance or 
form of the animal to which it belonged. That bottles of this 
shape have been used in the eastern countries from the earli- 
est antiquity, that they were common in the days of the patri- 
archs and the Pharaohs, I had an interesting proof in one of 
the tombs near the Qhizeh pyramids. Among the figures on 
the walls I saw a goat-shaped bottle, as exactly like those now 
seen in Cairo, as if it had been painted from one of them by a 



* Travels relating to parts of Barbary and the Levant, Ac, VoL IL, ju 
IM (1S08). 
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modem artist It was not a " bottle," in onr sense oi the 
word, but "water-skin," according to the Hebrew, which 
Abraham took and placed on the shoulder of Hagar, when he 
sent her forth into the desert. (Genesis xxL 14.) 

Bottles are also made of leather, dressed for the purpose, 
and are of various sizes, from the pouch containing two or 
three quarts, which the traveller may sling over his shoulder, 
to the ox-hide, in which caravans preserve their supplies of 
water on long journeys, when they meet with brooks or cis- 
terns only at distant intervals. In the course of time such 
vessels become rigid and brittle ; and hence arose the necessity 
of puting new wine into new bottles, because it is only while 
they are fresh and flexible that they can withstand the pres- 
sure of fermentation ; on the contrary, old wine, which is past 
that process, may be put with safety into old bottles. 

ABTIFICE or THE GIBEOHITES. 

When these bottles, from long-continued use, become rent 
or break away, they are sewed up, or have patches put on 
them ; and, as the result of such repairs, they often present 
an exceedingly ragged and piebald appearance. With this 
fact before us, we can understand the rzue de guerre to 
which the Gibeonites resorted when they attempted to im- 
pose themselves on Joshua as strangers from a distant coun- 
try. " They did work wilily, and went and made as if they 
had been ambassadors ; and took old sacks upon their asses, 
and wine-bottles (properly skins), old and rent, bound up ; and 
old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon 
them, and all the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy ; 
they went to Joshua at Gilgal" (but a few miles, in fact, 
from their own homes), " and said unto him and the men of 
Israel, We be come from a for country ; now, therefore, make 
ye a league with us." (Joshua ix. 4-6.) 

YAIXET OF DEATH-SHADE. 

Soon after leaving the Plain of Sharon, and beginning to 
ascend the " hill country of >Judea," we entered Wady Aly, 
which I have mentioned before. We pursued our course here 
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for some time along the dry bottom of the valley, over whidi 
a torrent flows in winter. It is a long, deep ravine, extremely 
wild and dreary on both sides. It is sometimes so narrow as 
scarcely to allow the traveller to pass between the rocky waUs 
which enclose it. In some places these mount up so high, with 
overhanging crags, and are so thickly shaded at the top with 
clumps of bushes, as to spread a gloom, a sort of twilight, over 
the chasm below. It was forcibly suggested to me that it may 
have been David's familiarity with such scenes that led him 
to employ the expressive imagery in the fourth verse of the 
twenty-third Psalm : — 

^ When I walk through the TaUey of death-shade 
I will fear no evil; 
For thou art with me ; 
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me." 

It is the Great Shepherd whom the Psalmist addresses here, 
who says of himself, in the New Testament, " I am the good 
shepherd ; the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 1 
know my sheep, and am known of mine." (John x. 11-14.) 
The " rod and the staff" are the emblems of his office, the 
pledge and means of the security which he extends to his 
flock. ** Valley of the shadow of death," or of death-shade, is 
an orientalism, denoting a gloomy valley ; one on which rests 
a death-like darkness. It is meant to be applied here to 
every scene of tribulation and sorrow ; not to death alone, but 
all the trials of life through which mortals are called to pass, 
and under which they need the support of a consciousness d 
the Divine presence and favour. 

The appearance of Wady Aly brought to mind the Psahn- 
ist's language the more readily, because I noticed, here and 
there on the hill-sides, flocks of goats and sheep, feeding on 
the shrubbery, or wandering from place to place, under the eye 
of the watchful shepherd. The mountainous psiit& of Pales- 
tine abound in such ravines; and it is only in a country 
marked by that peculiarity that the expression here referred 
to could come into use. Travellers speak of a similar rent be- 
tween the rocks a little south of Oarmel, on the way to Jafia, 
which actually bears the name of " Valley of Death-shade." 

I find that Dr. Wilson, author of " Lands of the Bible," 
was led to record a similar observation. Of the grand chasm. 
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or eastern entrance of Petrea, he says, '' The rocks are quite 
precipitous on each side, and so rough and rugged and near to 
one another— not more than twelve or fourteen feet apart— 
that they seem ready to collapse and crush the traveller. 
Their height may be three or four hundred feel From the 
limited supply of light from above, they are sombre and 
gloomy in their appearance, even when the sun is in the 
meridian. Some similar defile, associated with the super- 
added terrors of beasts of prey, ready to devour the feeble 
members of the flock, may have been before the shepherd-king 
of Israel, when he spoke of the trials and dangers of life, under 
the figure of a * valley of death-shade.* "* 

SALT DESERTS. 

In traversing the region between Egypt and Ghuzzeh, the 
Gaza of the Bible, my course, during most of the forenoon of 
the twenty-third of March, lay through a succession of basins 
or valleys, where the sur&ce of the ground was moist, and 
covered with a thin incrustation of salt. It was so slip- 
pery here that the camels could with difficulty keep erect ; 
one of them actually fell at full length, with a groan which it 
was piteous to hear. We were not far at this time from the 
Mediterranean, of which we had glimpses now and then. It 
is quite possible that a strong wind from the west causes the 
sea occasionally to overflow the entire tract, and, on its reced- 
ing, the water left in the low places evaporates, and encrusts 
the earth with salt There are other deserts, or parts of de- 
serts, in the East, as travellers inform us, which have a similar 
peculiarity ; thou^ the salt may be f(»rmed in those cases in a 
different manner. Perhaps the most remarkable among these 
is the region south of the Dead Se& 

A soil of this nature must, of course, be unproductive ; 
nothing grows there, and the means of supporting life are 
wanting. It may be to this feature of an eastern desert, ag- 
gravating so much its other evils, and rendering it unfit to 
be the abode <^ men, that the prophet Jeremiah refers, when 
he says of the ungodly man, ^* He shall inhabit the parched 

• Laadsof the Bible, YoL L, p. 32a 
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places of the wilderness, in a salt land, and not inhabited.** 
(xvii. 6.) 

The prophet himself may have, traversed this very region 
through which I passed ; though, probably, at a later period 
than that of his uttering the declaration quoted above. He 
was one of the Jewish fugitives who repaired to Egypt after 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. He appears 
to have ended his days in that country. No one can be where 
he knows that such men have been before him, and not feel 
that a new tie of interest has been formed between himself 
and them. 

About this time we had a view on the right of the range of 
hills which the ancients called Moimt Casius. On the left we 
saw between us -and the Mediterranean an extensive pool of 
sea-water, which I suppose to have been the famous '* Serbo- 
nian bog," believed to have been, from the treacherous nature 
of the groimd, the occasion of so many disasters. It would 
seem that the wind, at times, drives the sand into this pond, 
converting it into a sort of morass. Milton has made both 
these names feuniliar to English ears :~ 

" A lake profound as that Serbonian bog 
Betwixt Damietta and Hoont Casius old, 
Where armies whole hare soak." 

But these and such other natural objects as occur on this 
line of travel have more than a classical interest, because 
along here lay the footsteps of the patriarchs Abraham, 
Jacob, Joseph, and others, and, in all probability, of the 
parents of the Saviour at the time of the flight into Egypt. 
It is the shortest road between that country and Palestine, 
and the one, therefore, of which we are generally to think when 
we read in the Bible that persons went down into Egypt, or 
came up thence to the promised land. The distance from 
the vicinity of Cairo, where the Pharaohs lived and reigned, 
to Gaza, at the entrance into Judea, is about two hundred 
and fifty miles. The thought was ever with me, as a sort 
of personal presence, that, here and there where my tent was 
set up, some of those who are held forth as examples of the 
fiuth that we should follow, may have rested in their jour- 
neys, ** built an altar, and called on the name of the Lord.'* 
Hence, I have endeavoured in the preceding sketches to pre- 
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sent as many particulars as possible, in connection with the 
Scripture passages, that seemed adapted to assist the reader 
to understand what a person may see or experience on such a 
journey. 

SHADOW OF A SOCK. 

The simplest customs which illustrate the Bible have an 
interest, when seen in the home of the Bible, which none 
but the traveller, perhaps, can fully appreciate. I can hardly 
describe the pleasure which I felt when I first saw a com- 
pany of men and boys reclining at noonday '* in the shadow 
of a rock." This happened as I was going from Jerusalem 
to Jericho— a region so wild and desolate that it might be 
called emphatically " a weary land." See Isaiah xxzii. 2. In 
many places the want of trees renders the shelter of a rock 
the only refuge which a person can find firom the scorching 
heat ; and even when trees are at hand the rock affords the 
better protection, because it excludes so much more effectu- 
ally the rays of the sun. After this first instance I became 
quite familiar with the sight in question. I was often glad 
myself, when fatigued with hard riding, and oppressed with 
heat, to dismount and rest for a while in the cooling shade 
of an overhanging rock. No one who has travelled in the 
Orient can fail to bear witness to the value of such a refuge, 
or to recollect with pleasure how often he has availed himself 
of it. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 

The illustrations in this chapter are founded chiefly on the 
domestic, social, and religious usages of the East. The pre- 
sent inhahitants, it is true, are not, with a very inconsider- 
ahle exception, the Jewish race who occupied the country in 
the times of the Bible ; but they belong to the same general 
stock ; they have a similar form of civilization, and, in part, 
the same religious opinions and traditions ; they follow the 
same occupations, agricultural and pastoral, and live under 
the same external or physical influences of climate and 
scenery, which control to so great an extent the habits of a 
people. We should expect, therefore, to find a marked re- 
semblance between the modern and the ancient customs of 
the country, and to be able to gather up from this source 
important helps for enabling us to draw out in our minds a 
living picture of Jewish life in former ages. This presump- 
tion is both natural and accordant with the results of obser- 
vation. The manner in which the existing customs of the 
East agree with those mentioned in the Scriptures shows, 
with demonstrative certainty, that they are the same, and 
have been stereotyped from age to age ; that they represent 
a similar style of manners, arts, domestic arrangements, and 
may be used with confidence for the purpose of clearing up 
obscurities in the Bible, and conducting us to a better insight 
into Hebrew antiquity. 

Such examples of this agreement as I may be able to offiBr 
must be expected to lie very much on the surface ; for a 
longer continuance abroad, and a closer association with the 
people, would be necessary to bring to light anything of very 
great novelty. Undoubtedly, after all that the industry of 
travellers and scholars has accomplished, much remains still 
to be done in this field of study. If a person possessed of the 
proper biblical information should devote himself to this par- 
ticular object, and mingle with the natives, like Seetzen or 
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Burckhardt, he would be able to perfonn a service for the 
cause of sacred learning, which would give him an honour- 
able place among its promoters. 



SNOW FOB COOUNQ DBIVKS. 

At Damascus I found that snow, procured from the neigh- 
bouring mountains of Anti-Lebanon, is kept for sale in the 
bazaars. The people are accustomed to mix it with water, 
with the juice of pomegranates, with sherbet and other drinks, 
for the sake of having a cooler beverage. I can testify that 
the use of such a mixture, in a hot day, is both agreeable and 
refreshing. "In the heat of the day," says Dr. Wilson,* 
" the Jews at Hasbeia, in northern Galilee, offered us water 
cooled with snow from Jebel esh-Sheikh," the modem name of 
Mount Hermon. 

In the valleys on the sides of Sannin, commonly reckoned 
the highest peak of Lebanon, snow remains during all the 
year. " Countless loads of it," says Dr. Schulz,t " are brought 
down on the backs of mules to Beirut, and used there to 
freshen in some measure the water, otherwise hardly fit to 
drink." Nor is the use of the article confined, by any means, 
to the vicinity of the mountains where the snow falls. Volney J 
quotes an Arabic writer as saying that cargoes of snow, " ol>- 
tained at Damascus, used, at one period, to be shipped at 
Beirut and Sidon for Damietta, where they were taken into 
boats and carried up the Nile to Cairo, to be lodged in cis- 
terns for ftiture use. Afterwards, the other mode of trans- 
portation having been discontinued, the snow was carried by 
land from Syria to Egypt; and so great was the traffic that 
hardly a day passed when a caravan was not despatched on 
this business." § 

In this practice of the East, not imknown among the Greeks 
and Romans, of mingling snow with their drinks, we have an 
obvious explanation of a passage which has perplexed many a 

• Lands of the Bible, voL IL p. 186. 
t Jenisulem— EIne Vorle«ang, p. 10 (184*.) 
X Voyage en Egypte et en Syrie, p. 262. 

$ Daring the winter that I was at Alexandria, ice was sold In the bazaars, 
imported from the vichiity of Boston. 
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reader of the English Scriptures. I refer to Proverbs xxv. 13, 
*' As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful 
messenger to them that send liim ; for he r^esheth the soul 
of his masters.** The time of harvest varies somewhat in dif- 
ferent parts of the Holy Land ; but it falls generally within 
the months of April and May. The heat is then felt most 
oppressively, owing both to the season of the year and to the 
labour which the husbandman has to perform. The com- 
parison, therefore, is a very expressive one. The prompt 
return of the messenger with good tidings, relieving the minds 
of those who are waiting in suspense, cheers and refreshes 
their spirits like a cooling draught in the heat of summer. 

WHITED SEFULCHBES. 

Among the novelties which engage the stranger's attention, 
on his arriving in Egypt and Syria, is the frequent appear- 
ance of the Welee, the name given to the tombs of those re- 
vered among the Mohanmiedans as great saints. The term 
signifies properly '' a favourite of Heaven,*' but by an exten- 
sion of meaning denotes also the place where persons of this 
dass are buried. Most of the Welees are built over the graves 
of those to whom they are consecrated. A few of them, as Mr. 
Lane informs us,* contain only some inconsiderable relic of 
those whose names they bear, while a few are mere cenotaphs. 
The Welee consists usually of a stone or brick edifice, with a 
dome or cupola over it, varying in height from eight to ten 
feet, and containing often a mat and a jar of water, for the 
convenience of such as may choose to stop and perform their 
devotions. To adapt it to its use as a chapel still more per- 
fectly, a slight recess or depression appears usually in the fiaoe 
of one of the interior walls (called the M%hrab\ indicating the 
direction of Mecca, toward which the worshipper turns in offer- 
ing his prayers. The Mohammedans build these tombs in 
honour of those who are held in repute for the supposed sanc- 
tity of their lives, and often bestow much labour and expense 
on them, for the purpose of adorning them and keeping them 
in repair. They stand commonly by the road-side, or on some 

• Maaaen and Cuakoms of the Modem EcyptUna, toL L« p. S94 (18tt>. 
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eminence where they can he seen &r and wide. Being coyered 
with stucco or whitewashed, and occupying such conspicuous 
positions, they thrust themselves on the tFayeUer's attention 
continually and everywhere. 

It was a similar feeling, douhtless, which led the Jews to 
erect monuments in honour of their prophets and holy men, 
and to regard it, in like manner, as an act of merit hoth to 
build these monuments in the first instance, and afterward 
to garnish and preserve them from decay. In Matthew xxiii 
29, 30, the Saviour reproaches the scribes and Pharisees with 
their hypocrisy, inasmuch as they professed to honour the 
memory of the prophets in this ostentatious manner, while 
they cast practically so much contempt on their doctrines. 
** Woe unto you," he says, " because ye build the tombs of the 
prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, 
if we had lived in the time of our fathers we would not have 
been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets." 
Again, in Matthew xxiii. 27, he says, with reference to the 
appearance of the tombs, as contrasted with the use to which 
they were applied: "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ; for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which in- 
deed appear beautiful outward, but within are fidl of dead 
merCs bones and of all uncleanness." 

I may add that many of these Welees or tombs in Palestine 
are still called after the names of the patriarchs and prophets 
of the Old Testament. I either saw or heard of tombs of this 
description consecrated to Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Aaron, 
Ishmael, Joseph, Seth, Samuel, David, Jonah, Zechariah, and 
others. The Jews share with the Mohammedans in their vene- 
ration for many of these sepulchres, and make pilgrimages to 
them as to holy places. 

KOBE OP CASBYDfa CEILDBEK. 

Women, both in Egypt and Syria, when abroad for recrea- 
tion or travelling, place young children astride of their shoul- 
ders, and carry them in that way. It looks, to those not fami- 
liar with the sight, as if the poor things would tumble every 
moment from their lofty seat. Though left veiy much to take 
care of themselves, they contrive, by a dexterous use of their 
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feet, and by clinging to the heads of those who support them, 
to keep their place, even when tossed up and down on the back 
of a horse or camel. We have an allusion to this mode of car- 
rying children in Isaiah xlix. 22 : " They shall bring their sons 
in their arms ; and their daughters shall be carried upon their 
shoulders." The sons are said to be carried in one way, and 
the daughters in another, for the sake merely of varying the 
expression. Both modes were practised. 



DIVAN. 

Divan is the name given to the room, or part of a room, in 
an Eastern house where the people sleep, sit, entertain their 
friends, or transact business. The apartment devoted to this 
use has a higher and a lower floor ; it being necessary to pass 
from one to the other by an ascent more or less elevated. The 
lower floor, in the better houses, is paved often with rich 
mosaic, while the higher part, used for reclining, is spread 
with a mat or carpet, and furnished with bolsters, cushions, 
ottomans, and the like, for the convenience of the company. 
In the poorer houses, there is little, aside from the raised floor 
or platform, to indicate the object of the room ; the furniture 
consists merely of a common mattress or blanket. 

I lodged a night in an Arab house at Selch,^ on the moun- 
tains near Samaria, where I had the divan allotted to my use. 
The elevated seat extended across the room, plentifully sup- 
plied with blankets, such as they were. In the course of the 
evening the villagers, with their sheikh or chief man among 

• This place lias rarely been visited or even named by trayenera. It ma 
a mistake of the guide which caused us to stumble upon it The fo&owinf 
notice from my journal may not be amiss here. The house where we lodged 
was on the brow of a hill ; the bulk of the town was further down the de- 
clivity. It lay on a tongue or projection of the mountain, stretching to- 
wards the south-west A Wady on the east side swept around its southern 
extremity, into which fell another valley or ravine on the west side that 
came down from the north. The village consisted of some fifty hoosea, buitt 
of stone, one story high, all of them very neat and compactly aminged. 
Other heights, verdant with fmit-trees and with gndn, stood aronnd it oi 
two sides. It appeared exceedingly picturesque as we descended to it, yut 
as the shades of night were falling upon it When we departed the next 
morning, a heavy mist hung over the place, and left but a dim outUne of 
surrounding objects visible. 
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them, came to gaze at the strangers. They ascended the plat- 
form, and sat down cross-legged on the part next to the side- 
wall ; while, out of regard to our character as guests, my tra- 
velling companions and myself sat at the end of the room, held 
to be the more honourable place. At Damascus, I visited the 
houses of several wealthy Jews. The rooms in them fitted up 
with most splendour were the divans. The frescoed walls, the 
carpets, cushions, ottomans, and similar appurtenances, gave 
to them an aur of luxury oriental and gorgeous in the extreme. 
In one instance, at least, the seat for reclining was so much 
higher than the floor, that it was necessary to mount to it by 
two or three steps. 

In the language of the Bible, the terms couch, bed, canopy, 
divan, are not always distinguished clearly from each other. 
The divan is intended without doubt in 2 Kings i. 4, where it 
is said to Ahaziah: " Thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not 
come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die." The ascent in this case would refer to the eleva- 
tion of the divan above the floor. The inequality would be 
likely to be greater in a palace than in ordinary houses, be- 
cause the arrangement was intended, no doubt, to mark the 
difference in rank between those waited on, and those who 
served ; the latter being required to stand on the lower floor 
below their masters. The divan may be meant, also, in 2 Kings 
XX. 2, where it is said of Hezekiah that, as he lay in his bed, 
" he turned his &ce unto the wall, and prayed unto the Lord." 
His object was to avoid the observation of those present while 
be prayed ; and hence, reclining as he was at the time on his 
divan, which was contiguous to the wall, he naturally tirnied 
his face in that direction. The language of David, in Psalm 
exxxii. 3, *' I will not go up unto my bed,'* may have the same 
reference. 

THE PLACE OP HONOUB. 

The place of honour on the divan, as I have stated, is the 
comer, in distinction from the sides, of the room. " We were 
received into a long hall,'' says Mr. Bonar, speaking of his 
reception in a native family at Damietta, " with a stone floor, 
and a broad divan at the back end. In one comer, which is 
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the place of state, we found the vice-consul, a smart-looking 
Egyptian, in a Greek dress of dark green, with yellow slippers. 
He received us very graciously, and made us sit beside him on 
the divan."* 

The obscure passage in Amos iii. 12, receives illustration 
from this usage with respect to the dignity of the comer seat 
" As the shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two 
legs or a piece of an ear, so shall the people of Israel be taken 
out that dwell in Samaria, in the comer of a bed (or divan), 
and on a couch of damask.' ' I render the last clause in this way, 
and dififerently from the English version, because the original re- 
quires it. The meaning is, that, of the proud, self-indulgent in- 
habitants of Samaria, a miserable remnant only should escape 
the approaching destruction of the city, and these should be 
rescued only with the utmost difficulty and danger. A divan 
which I saw in the palace of the late Mahommed Ali, at Alex- 
andria, furnished an apt commentary on this verse. It was 
arranged after the oriental fieushion, along the entire side of the 
room. It was capable of seating a great number of persons. 
A covering of the richest damask silk was spread over it, and 
hung in folds over the outward edge ; while the magnificent 
cushions, adorned with threads of gold at the comers, distin- 
guished those places above the others as the seats of special 
honour, 

STBEETS OB BAZAABS. 

The streets in eastem cities are generally distinguished from 
each other, not by the separate names which they bear, but by 
the sort of traffic or business cai-ried on in them. The different 
branches of trade, instead of being intermixed as with us, are 
usually assigned to a distinct locality. Thus, at Cairo, the 
principal streets have a row of shops on each side of them ; 
each of these streets, or a part of each, is devoted to a parti- 
cular branch of commerce, and is known as " the market" of 
the article sold or manufactured there. Hence we hear of the 
market of the butchers, of the fruiterers, the copper-ware 
sellers, the jewellers, and so on. The same thing is true of 

• Narrative of a Hlislon of Inqniry to the Jews, p. 66 (1863). 
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other places, as Damascus, Beinit, Constantinople, Smyrna. 
One of the most interesting sights that I saw at Damascus 
was the great bazaar of the Armenian jewellers, where the 
clank of the hammers and the blast of the furnaces reminded 
me of a factory in our own land. All those who follow this 
business have their work-stands under the same roof. 

Here, too, we have a usage of the past perpetuated to the 
present time. Jerusalem was parcelled out, in like manner, 
among its artisans and tradesmen. We read that Jeremiah, 
during his imprisonment by order of Zedekiah, received " daily 
a portion of bread out of the bakers' street." (Jeremiah xxxvii 
21.) That a close connection existed between those of the 
same craft we learn incidentally from Nehemiah iii. 32. In re- 
building the holy city, after the exile, '' the goldsmiths and 
the merchants" acted together in repairing a portion of the 
walls. Josephus calls the valley between Mount Zion and 
Mount Moriah the Tyropoeon, that is, the valley of the cheese- 
mongers. He mentions also a street of the meat-dealers. 

EASTEBir MEBCHABTTS. 

The passage in James iv. 13, derives its meaning in part 
from a mode of conducting business in the East which differs 
from the ordinary modes of traffic among us. Rebuking those 
who cherish the too confident hope of life, in their eager pur- 
suit of wealth, the apostle says : " Go to now, ye that say. 
To-day or to-morrow we will go into such a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy and sell and get gain ; whereas ye know 
not what shall be on the morrow." This language intimates 
a different course, as the one to be adopted for amassing 
wealth, from that which our habits prescribe as conducive to 
success. A rambling life here is apt to be an unthrifty one. 
Instead of a temporary traffic here and there, with its petty 
gains, those who would rise to opulence among us are expected 
to have some business, which they pursue with constancy both 
as to time and place. This is the general rule. We have no 
such customs as make it natural to speak of going to a city 
and abiding there a year for the purpose of trade, and then 
wandering to another city, and still another, as descriptive of 
the course which men take in order to become rich. 
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The apostle's exhortation, on the contraiy, reminded tboie 
to whom he wrote of a well-known Uid in commercial Wd, 
They saw at once the pertinence of the illustration, thongh lost 
in a measure to us unless it he explained. Many of those irbo 
display their goods in the eastern hazaars are trayelling mer- 
chants. They come from other cities, and after having disposed 
of their stock in trade, either for money or other conmiodities, 
proceed to another city, where they set up in business again. 
They supply themselves in every instance with the merchandise 
best suited to a particular market ; and thus, after repeated 
peregrinations, if successful in their adventures, they acquire a 
competence, and return home to enjoy the fruits of it. The 
process, therefore, agrees precisely with the apostle's representa- 
tion : the way to become rich was to go into this or that dfy, 
and sojourn for a while and trade, and then depart to another 
city. 

THE BIGHTS OF H0SPITAIJT7. 

A regard for the rights of hospitality still distinguishes the 
natives of the East. A stranger cast by any accident upon 
their kindness seldom has occasion to complain of cruelty or 
neglect; he may expect, if he approaches them in a proper 
manner, to receive freely such civilities as their simple mode 
of life may enable them to extend to him. Having lost our 
way, after leaving Samaria at a late hour in the afternoon, and 
being overtaken by night, without our tents, which had been 
sent forward in another direction, we were obliged to seek 
shelter in an Arab village among the mountains. I inquired 
of the guide, when the necessity of this course was stated, 
whether we could expect a favourable reception, especially as 
it was a part of the country where foreigners are seldom seen. 
Of that he assured us we need have no doubt ; for every village, 
said he, has a house appropriated to the use of strangers; an 
understanding exists that some particular family shall al¥ray8 
be ready to receive them under their roof. We were not dis- 
appointed. On reaching the place, the guide inquired of the 
first man that we met, for the Menzel (the name of the stranger's 
house) ; the villager went forward at once and showed us the 
way thither. Ko hesitation or parleying ensued. The gate of 
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the court was thrown open, we entered, were estaolished in the 
best room which the house afforded, and supplied with milk 
and bread, all that we asked for or needed. No compensation 
or present is expected in such cases. 

Other travellers bear testimony to this trait of the orients 
character. Dr. Sbaw, who travelled so extensively in northern 
Africa and Asia, says: ''In most of the inland towns and 
villages is a house set apart for the reception of strangers, with 
a proper officer to attend them ; there they are lodged and 
entertained, for one night, at the expense of the community." * 
In the Hauran, east of the Jordan, says Mr. Elliott, f " a Syrian 
never thinks it necessary to carry with him on a journey any 
money for food or lodging, as he is sure to be supplied without 
it. Our money was sometimes refused, and never asked for ; 
nor can there be a doubt that we should have been received 
and welcomed in almost every house of the Hauran." J 

There is an incident in the life of the Saviour which connects 
itself with this usage. In one of his journeys to Jerusalem 
in passing through Samaria, he sent messengers, towards the 
close of the day, no doubt, into a certain village to prepare a 
nights lodging ; the people, offended because he was going to 
Jerusalem, whereas they held Gerizim to be the proper place 
of worship, refused to receive him. This treatment was not 
only an incivility, but a violation of the rights of hospitality. 
The Saviour and his friends, according to the recognised laws 
of oriental civilization, had a claim to be entertained in some 
house in that village. It was this view of the outrage, un- 
questionably, which excited such fierce indignation in two of 
the disciples, James and John. They asked if they should not 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume the 
inhospitable Samaritans. I must quote, also, the reply of him 
who spake as never man spake. '* He turned and rebuked 
them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 
For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them." See Luke ix. 61, sq. 

* Travels in Barbaiy and the Levant, Pre£eice, p. xiii. 

t Travels in the Three Great Empires, &c., vol iL p. 834. 

X The right in question entitles the traveUer to entertainment over night, 
bat does not secure him from violence or robbery after having left the roof 
which sheltered him. 
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TAKDTQ OFF THE SHOES. 



Moses, when he saw the huming hush in which Jehofah 
appeared to him, was directed to put off his shoes from hii 
feet, because the ground on which he stood was holy, (Ezodnt 
iii. 5, and Acts vii. 32, 33.) This mark of respect was regarded 
as due to a superior ; since to appear before him, wearing shoes 
or sandals, was to be guilt j of the indecorum of approaching 
him with the feet soiled with the dust which would otherwise 
cleave to them. On the same principle the Jewish priesii 
officiated barefoot in the tabernacle and in the temple. The 
same custom, growing out of the same feeling, is ohaenred 
among the eastern nations at the present day. The Ambs 
and Turks never enter the mosques without putting off their 
shoes. They exact a compliance with this rule from foreigners 
who visit these sacred places. Though, within a period not 
very distant, the Mahommedans excluded Christians entirely 
from the mosques, they now allow them to enter some of them, 
provided they leave their shoes at the door, or exchange them 
for others which have not been defiled by common use. 

A Samaritan from Nablus, who conducted Messrs. Bobinson 
and Smith to the summit of Gerizim, when he came within a 
certain distance of the spot, took off his shoes, saying it'was 
unlawful for his people to tread with shoes upon this ground, 
it being holy.^ The Mahommedans regard Jerusalem as one 
of their holy places ; and for a long time they required Chris- 
tians, who would enter the city, to do so with naked fbei 
Many of the eastern pilgrims do this at present as a voluntaiy 
act. It happens not seldom that European travellers, borne 
away by their feelings at tlie moment, uncover their heads as 
they enter the gates. 

HOUSES ON THE CIT7 WALLS. 

In Acts ix. 24, 25, we read that the Jews at Damascus sought 
to kill Paul, and " watched the gates day and night" for that 
purpose ; but " the disciples took him by night and let bim 

* BibUcal Researchea, voL UL i>. lOa 
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down through the wall in a basket." But in 2 Corinthians xL 
33, the apostle says, with reference to the same escape, that 
*' he was let down in a basket through a window through the 
wall." Now, how do these different expressions stand related 
to each other? The common view is that the house where 
f aul was secreted was built on the wall of the city, with a 
window projecting over it; and hence it could be said, accord- 
ing to Luke's narrative in the Acts, that Paul was "let down 
through the wall,*' without any reference to the house ; or, as 
in the Epistle to the Corinthians, that he was "let down 
through a window through the wall" The house of Rahab, 
who concealed the Hebrew spies, is supposed to have been in 
such a situation, and to have had such a window. " Then she 
Jet thffln down by a cord through the window; for her house 
was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.'' 
(Joshua ii. 15.) See also the account of David's escape in 1 
Samuel xix. 12. 1 saw houses built on the walls, with over- 
banging windows, in several of the eastern cities. 

It occurred to me to inquire of one of the American mia- 
sionaries at Sidon what he thought of the point in question. 
We were standing at the time in the balcony of a window of 
the house which he occupied in that city. He inclined to assent 
to the common view, and added : " We have here before us an 
example of just such an arrangement. This house is contigu- 
ous to the city wall, and the floor where we stand is beyond 
the line of the wall ; so that a person descending from this 
window would alight on the ground outside of the city." 

Possibly another explanation may be the correct one. A 
few steps to the left of Bab-es-Shurkeh, the gate on the east 
side of Damascus, I observed two or three windows in the 
external face of the wall, opening into houses on the inside of 
the city. If Saul was let down through such a window (which 
belongs equally to the house and the wall), it would be still 
more exact to interchange the two expressions; that is, we 
could say, as in the Acts, that he escaped " through the wall," 
or, as in the Epistle to the Corinthians, that he escaped 
" through a window through the wall" 
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USE OF BASKETS. 

As I stood with a friend, who resided at Damascas, looknig 
at the windows referred to above, a couple of men came to the 
top of the wall with a round, shallow basket, full of rubbish, 
which they emptied over the wall. ** Such a basket," said mj 
friend, " the people use here for almost every sort of thing. 
If they are digging a well, and wish to send a man down into 
it, they put him into such a basket ; and that those who aided 
Paul's escape should have used a basket for the purpose, was en- 
tirely natural, according to the present customs of the coontiy. 
Judging from what is done now, it is the only sort of vehida 
of which men would be apt to think under such circumstancesi*' 
Pilgrims are admitted into the monastery at Mount Sinai in a 
similar manner. A rope, with a basket attached to it, is let 
down from a window or door, about thirty feet above the 
ground. Those who are to ascend, seat themselves, one after 
another, in this basket, and are thus drawn by means of a 
pulley or windlass turned by those in the convent. 



A CIT7 ON A HILL. 

The town of Safet, perched upon the highest x)oint in Galilee, 
may be seen from a great distance in all the adjacent region. 
The Saviour delivered his Sermon on the Mount, in Galilee. 
Hence the oriental Christians say that he had Safet in view 
when he compared his disciples to ** a city set on a hilL" Some 
travellers in the East, as Stephens, Elliott and others, expreM 
the same belief, as if it were a matter well settled. But the 
supposition of such a reference is entirely improbable, first, 
because the expression would then naturally be, " the city set 
on a hill ;" and secondly, because such an illustration in that 
country would be apt to suggest itself from a more genend 
fact. Villages in Palestine are usually situated on hills, and 
hence are conspicuous at a distance. I frequently counted six, 
eight, or more of them in such places, all within sight at once. 
" City," as used in the English Scriptures, it may be super- 
fluous to say, denotes hamlet, village, as well as a town of the 
larger class. Add to this, that the houses are often built of 
chalky limestone or are whitewashed ; and hence so much the 
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more in that country " a city set on a hill cannot be hid." It 
will be seen, from this statement, how very expressive was 
the Saviouf 8 illustration as addressed to those living in a hilly 
oountiy where ahnost every summit glittered with a village. 

PLAT BOOFS. 

The flat roofe of the houses give rise to various customs to 
which we have nothing analogous. At sun-down, when the 
heat of the day is past, people promenade there for the sake 
ef fresh air and exercise. Calling on an acquaintance at 
Jenualem, near the close of the day, I was informed that the 
fiimily were on the top of the house, and I was invited to join 
them there, where they were taking their evening walk. In the 
laiger towns it is no uncommon spectacle, at particular seasons, 
to look up and see almost every house-top thronged more or 
less with persons moving to and fro, or reclining at their ease. 
Allusions to this practise occur in the Old Testament. In 2 
Samuel xi. 2, it is said that *' David arose from his bed and 
walked on the roof of the king's house." In Daniel iv. 29, we 
lead that Nebuchadnezzar " walked on the palace of the king- 
dom of Babylon;" and that, as he stood there surveying the 
magnificence of the capital, he uttered the impious boast : '*Is 
not this great Babylon that I have built, by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majesty ?" He had gone to 
the roof probably for a different object ; and it was the acci- 
dental sight of the city spread around him in its splendour, 
wfaidi filled his heart with pride, and led him to deny his 
dependence on God, instead of acknowledging him as the 
antbor of his prosperity. Our English version leaves out of 
▼iew the connection between the occasion of the temptation, 
and the place where Nebuchadnezzar was standing at the 
mcmient. The margin of our Bible suggests, correctly, that, 
instead of "in," we should read "on" the palace, in the 
aooonnt of this transaction. 

The roof was used, also, as a place for conversation, and, at 
night, in the warm season, was often converted into a substi- 
tute for a sleeping-room. It is related that Samuel, wishing 
for a private interview with Saul, " communed with him on 
the top of the house." It would appear that Saul, at least^ 
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slept there during the following night; for early the next 
morning, " Saniuel called to Saul on the top of the honae,^ 
saying, Up, that I may send thee away." (1 Samuel ix. 25, 
26.) At the present day, when the nights are warm, the rocC 
is regarded as the hest .place for sleeping which the house 
affords. 

HXDINQ THE SPIES. 

Another use to which the open space on the roof is ap^ied 
is that of storing com, figs, grapes, and other fruit, placed 
there to ripen more fully, or to he dried. It is very cony^ent 
for that purpose, hecause the products, in such a situation, aie 
exposed to the full glare of the sun, and are so comparative^ 
safe from pillage. " At Beburieh, at the base of Tabor," says 
Mr. Bartlett, *'we established our biyouac at night&ll upon 
the roof of a house, amidst heaps of com just gathered from 
the surrounding plain."t 

This custom reaches back to the yery beginnings of Bible 
history. The Canaanites, who occupied the country before the 
Hebrews, made use of the same facility for ripening their 
haryests. The case of Rahab who dwelt in Jericho, and who 
concealed the " two men" sent as spies from the Hebrew camp, 
shows the obseryance of the practice at that early age and 
among the aboriginal inhabitants. " She brought them up," 
it is said, " to the roof of the house, and hid them with the 
stalks of the flax, which she had laid in order upon the rool" 
(Joshua ii. 6.) She had placed the flax there to dry, and, in 
the emergency of the moment, took adyantage of its being 
there, as the readiest way of concealing the men from their 
pursuers. 

psATnra cxbt the house-top. 

The roofs of the larger houses haye usually a wall or balus- 
trade around them, three or four feet high ; so that a person 
there, while he has a yiew of surrounding objects, does not 

* A dight change in the English version is required here. 
f Footsteps of our Lord and his Apostles (Eng. 8d ed.), pt ISS. 
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expose himself necessarily to the observation of others. With- 
out constdering this fact, it might strike one that the apostle 
Peter hardly acted in the spirit of the Saviour's precept 
(Matthew vi 6), in repairing to the house-top for the perform- 
ance of his devotions. See Acts x. 9, sq. The roof in this 
instance, however, may have had a protection like that men- 
tioned ibove, and the apostle may have chosen this retreat 
because he could he secure there both from inteiTuption and 
from public notice. Indeed, at Jaffa, the ancient Joppa, 
where Peter was residing at the time of his vision on the 
housetop, I observed houses, furnished with a wall around 
the xociy within which a person could sit or kneel, without 
any exposure to the view of others, whether on the adjacent 
houses or in the streets. At Jerusalem, I entered the house 
of a Jew early one morning, and found a member of the family, 
jitting secluded and alone on one of the lower roofs, engaged 
in reading the Scriptures and offering his prayers. 

The Mahommedans, it is true, make no scruple about peiv 
forming theur religious duties in public, — ^they desire rather 
than shun the observation of others ; and we know that the 
Jews of old were ever prone to the same ostentation. But oui* 
Loird enjoined a different rule. His direction was : " When 
thoa prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
the door, pray to thy Father in .secret, and thy Father which 
feeth in secret shall reward thee openly." 

DWELLDTO OS TIHE HOUSE-TOP. 

On the roof of the house in which I lodged at Damascus 
were chambers and rooms along the side and at the comers 
ci the open space or terrace, which constitutes often a sort of 
upper story. I observed the same thing in connection with 
other houses. At Deburieh, a little village at the foot of 
Mount Tabor, probably the Daberath of the Old Testament 
(Joshua xix. 12), I noticed small booths, made of the branches 
and leaves of trees, on some of the roofs. Peter exclaimed 
at the time of the transiiguration : ''It is good for us to be 
here; and let us make three tabernacles'' or booths; ''one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias." (Matthew xviL 
4j As I was then approaching Tabor, the reputed (though I 
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suppose not the actual) scene of that event, it was oertamlj 
striking, at least, as a coincidence with the subject ci my 
thoughts at the moment, to see those booths in such a 
place. 

Pococke, who spent a night at Tiberias, says :* " We supped 
on the top of the house, for coolness, according to their custom, 
and lodged there likewise, in a sort of closet about eight feet 
square, of wicker-work, plastered round toward the bottom, 
but without any door." Such places, though very agreeable 
as a retreat from the sun in summer, and cooler than tiie 
interior of the house, would be very undesirable as a constant 
abode, especially in the rainy season, and during the winter. 
Any rooms so exposed as those on the roof, and comparatively 
so narrow and confined, would be inferior to the lower and 
ordinary apartments of the house. To such places of retreat, 
on the roof, we may suppose the proverb to refer, which says; 
" Better to dwell in the comer of the house-top than with a 
brawling woman in a wide house." (Proverbs xxi. 9.) 

THE PLACE OF OBSEBYATIOV. 

I rode one afternoon with a company of friends to Anata, 
the Anathoth of Jeremiah i. 1, four or five miles to the norths 
east of Jerusalem, This is now a paltry village of ten or 
twelve houses; though some ruins discovered there indicate 
that it may have been once a more important place. It was 
a city of the Levites ; they spurned the prophet's message, 
and called forth one of his severest predictions : 

** Thus salth Jehovah against the men of Anathoth, 
Who seek thy life and say:— 
* Prophesy not in the name of Jehovah, 
And so Shalt thou not die by oar hand.* 
Therefore, thus saith Jehovah of hosts:— ^ 
'Behold, I will punish them, — 
The young men shall die by the sword. 
Their sons and daughters shall die by hunger, 
And no remnant be left to them ; 
For I will bring evil on the men of Anathoth 
At the timeiwhen I punish them.' " 

The Assyrian conquest fulfilled this prophecy. Anathoth 
• Travels, vol. 11. p. 69 (174«.) 
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iras then laid waste, and continued to l>e a heap of ruins until 
the return from the exile, when it was rebuilt See Jeremiah 
xzziL 7, sq., compared with Essra u, 23. 

Our arrival excited some interest in the little bamlet. The 
villagers, men and women, soon showed themselves on the tops 
of the houses, where they could observe us and our movements 
to better advantage. In the larger towns the houses, espe- 
cially of the better class, have windows wbich look toward the 
stzeet, though guarded usually by close lattice work, as well 
M windows which look into the court, and are more open. 
In the common villages the houses, as a general thing, have 
windows only of the latter description. Hence the inmates, 
in order to obtain a view of anything taking place at a distance 
or on the outside of their habitations, find it convenient to 
repair to the roofs for that purpose. This fact throws light 
on Isaiah xxiL 1. The prophet, when he would represent the 
people of Jerusalem as alarmed by the apprehension of an 
approaching enemy, describes them as hastening to the house- 
tops and looking forth anxiously to descry the approach of 
the invaders. How imintelligible, without a knowledge of that 
custom, would be the prophet's abrupt exclamation addressed 
to the city : " What aileth thee now, that thou art—all (of thee) 
— gone up to the house-tops?" See also Isaiah xv. 3. 

USE OF BELLS. 

It is very common to see bells attached to the necks of 
mules, horses, and camels, when the animals are at pasture 
or travelling. The object is to incite them to a more lively 
movement ; while, at the same time, the bell serves as a signal 
for keepingthose who journey togetherjfrom becoming separated, 
or enabling them, if that should happen, to regain their course. 
This familiar practice suggests the expression in Zechariah 
xiv. 20 : "In that day shall there be (inscribed) on the bells of 
the horses, Holiness imto the Lord." The prophet foresees 
the introduction of a new type of piety among men ; none of 
their possessions, when that better age has come, are to be kept 
back from the service of God ; they shall carry the spirit of 
religion into all the concerns and relations of life. 
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GiSUSinSGt AT THE MILL. 



It is a little remarkable that although the practice of grind- 
ing com by a hand-mill, to which the sacred writers so' oftei 
allude, is still very common in Syria, I yet witnessed but one 
instance of it This was at Jenin, on the border of the i»liiu 
of Esdraelon. In the court of one of the houses of this yillago 
I saw two young women sitting on the ground, engaged in 
this mode of grinding. The mill consisted of two stones, the 
upper one circular, the lower one partly so, with a projection 
on one side, two or three inches long, slanting downward, and 
scooped out so as to carry off the meaL The lower stone bad 
an iron pivot (I think it was) extending from its centre throng 
a hole in the centre of the upper stone. An upright handle 
was fixed in a socket near the edge of the upper stone, and 
both the women, taking hold of this handle, whirled the stone 
round and round with great rapidity. One of them every now 
and then dropped a handful of grain into the hole at the centre 
of the upper stone. Perceiving my curiosity, they stopped the 
motion of the mill, and, taking off the upper stone from tiie 
lower, afforded me a view of the inside. I found that the 
surface of the stones where they came in contact was veiy 
rough, marked with indentations for the purpose of crushing 
the grain more effectually. At an earlier stage of my journey, 
at Pompeii in Italy, I had seen a pair of mill-stones, entirely 
simDar to these in the East. They were in the house known 
among the ruins there as the house of the baker, occupying, in 
all probability, the very spot where they stood on the day when 
the eruption of Vesuvius buried up that ill-fated city. 

The labour of grinding at such mills is still performed for 
the most part by females, as is implied in the Saviour's do- 
claration : " Two women shall be grinding at the mill ; the 
one shall be taken and the other left." It was impossible to 
look at two persons sitting like those females by the side of 
each other, and engaged in the same occupation, without feeling 
how forcibly that language must have conveyed to Christ's 
hearers the intended idea of the suddenness of the destruction 
which was about to burst on Judea, and of the difficulty and 
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unoertamty, in the case of each indiyidual, of his effecting his 
escape from it 

The time of grinding is regulated by the wants of the family ; 
hence, though it may occur at other times, it takes place 
usually at early dawn, in preparation for the morning meal, 
ftnd, for a similar reason, at the close of day. I was saying, in 
the house of a resident at Jerusalem, that I was disappointed 
in not haying seen, as yet, the eastern mill in use. *' If you 
will come here at sun-down," he replied, *' you can satisfy that 
deiire; you will see and hear the women grinding all around 
Hi." His house was on the hill Bezetha, where the unoccupied 
ground allows the people to come abroad and perform such 
1aho»%in the open air. 

The operation of grinding is attended not only with the 
noise occasioned by the grating of the stones, but often by that 
of the singing, or, as we might call it quite as properly, the 
shrieking of the women who grind. Various travellers testify 
to the &ct of its being common for them to accompany their 
occupation with a song. Hence, as the recurrence of the noise 
of the hand-mill at the proper hours is one of the characteristics 
of Ml inhabited, flourishing village ; so, on the contrary, the 
cessation of this noise is mentioned in the Scriptures as one of 
the things which mark most impressively the solitude of a 
place given up to desertion and ruin. Thus, in Jeremiah xxv. 
10, 11, God threatens to take from the Jews 

**The rolce of mirth, and the voice of gladness. 
The Tolce of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, 
The Bonnd of the mill-stones, and the light of the candle; 
And the whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment** 

The writer of the Apocalypse (xviii. 22) announces the fall of the 
mystical Babylon in similar terms : *' The voice of harpers and 
musidans, and of ^npers and trumpeters, shall be heard no more 
in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever crafb, shall be found any 
more in thee; and the sound of a mill-stone shall be heard no more 
at all in thee." 

STATUTE OF HOSES. 

It is evident that no fiunily could well dispense with so 
necessary an article as the mill-stone. If deprived of this, 
thfy would be put to the greatest inconvenience in preparing 
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their daily food. Hence we see the humanity of the Hdi»ew 
lawgiver, who enacted that '^ no man should take the upper or 
nether mill-stone as a pledge ; for he taketh a man's life in 
pledge." (Deuteronomy xxiv. 6.) 



DBOwisrora or the sea. 

The, common mill-stone rarely exceeds two feet in diameter, 
and hence its size fitted it to he used as an instrument of 
punishment. It was sometimes fastened to the necks of 
criminal who were to be drowned. To this use of it tiie 
passage (Mark ix. 42) alludes, which says : '^ Sooner than 
offend one of these little ones, it were better for a man that 
a milMone were hanged about his neck, and he were cart 
into the sea." See also Matthew xviii. 6 ; and Luke xviL 2. 
It is said that this mode of execution has not become obsolete 
in the East 

HHHiw u THE TJinrX- 

As those who grind have the mill before them, it becomes 
natural, in describing their position with reference to the 
mill, to speak of their being behind it. This explains the 
otherwise singular expression in Exodus xl 5. It is said 
there that the pestilence which was to be sent on the Egyptians 
should " destroy from the first-bom of Pharaoh that sitteth 
upon his throne, even unto the first-bom of the maid-servant 
that is behind the milL" 

SAUSOH'S PUNISHMENT. 

It is said, in Judges xvi. 21, that the Philistines ** put out 
the eyes of Samson, and made him grind in the prison-house ;" 
that is, he was confined in prison, and requu-ed to grind there, 
by turning a hand-mill, such as I have described above. A 
more degrading labour could not have been imposed on him ; 
and it was chosen for that very reason. He who had been the 
hero of Israel, who had possessed the strength of a giant, was 
compelled to sit on the ground and grind com, for his insulting 
foes, like a woman or a slave. Some persons entertain the 
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grotesque idea that Samson was put into a liarness, like a 
horse, and made to grind in some sort of a tread-milL 



UUUTTUNG THE GATES. 

In returning from an excursion to Nehy Samuil, the Mizpah 
of Scripture, two hours north of Jerusalem, the day proved 
to he well-nigh spent. We had consumed more time than we 
had supposed, and were ohhged to ride as rapidly as the 
rugged path would allow ; for the gates of Jerusalem are closed 
punctually at sun-down (except one of them, which remains 
open half an hour later), and we were in danger, consequently, 
of auiying too late to be admitted. This practice of shutting 
the gates is not peculiar, of course, to Jerusalem, or to eastern 
cities, and is not mentioned as anything novel ; but it was not 
without its interest, surely, to be reminded of the existence of 
the custom, under just such circumstances. It was adapted to 
call to mind the application of the fact which the apostle 
John has made in his description of the heavenly Jerusalem : 
" The city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon to 
ahine in it ; for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof. And the gates of it shall not be shut at 
all by day ; for there shall be no night there.'' (Revelation 
zxL 23, 25.) 

USE OF FES8017AL FAMES. 

The simplicity in the mode of naming individuals, which 
prevailed among the Hebrews, is practised stilL Thus we 
read in the Scriptures, of Abraham, Jacob, David, Peter, 
James, Paul, without any additional name, except in certain 
cases where an obvious reason existed for a fuller mode of 
designation. The name of the father was sometimes added 
for the sake of effect, as Simon son of Joses ; or an epithet was 
employed, as Simon Zelotes, Judas Iscariot, when two or 
more persons moved in the same circle, and were in danger 
of being mistaken for one another. But, with a few excep- 
tional deviations of this nature, men were wont to be known 
in common life under a single name, the Christian name, as 
we should call it, in distinction from that of the family. 
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The old usage remains at the present day ; and not only so, 
but the names employed with most frequency are the andeni 
historic names of the Bible. In the caravan with which I 
travelled from Egypt to Palestine were fourteen men who were 
natives of the country. Among them we had an Abraham, 
Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Solomon, and Job. We 
address^ them, and they addressed each other, in the true 
patriarchal style, by these familiar appellations. This use of 
single names, and this partiality for the names which the Old 
or the New Testament has rendered famous, we find existing 
not only among the Jews, but the Arabs and the Christian 
inhabitants of the East, as Copts, Armenians, Greeks, and 
others. 

The habit of hearing such names used continually in the 
lands where they originated, and where the actions were per- 
formed which they suggest to the mind, tends powerfully t6 
weaken one's impression of the remoteness of time, and to 
bring the past and present near to each other. It contributes 
to the same feeling to journey from place to place, and see the 
ruins or sites of so many ancient towns, and to hear the people 
speaking, from day to day, of Jerusalem, and Hebron, and 
Joppa, and Bethlehem, and Nazareth, from which the traveller 
perhaps has just come, or to which he inquires the way. 

I am conscious that these and similar causes have wrought 
a great change in my own feelings, at least, on this subject 
The days when Christ walked on the earth ; when Peter, and 
John, and the other disciples travelled with him over the 
mountains and plains of Palestine ; nay, when Abraham, and 
Lot, and the other patriarchs, pitched their tents at Hebron^ 
and Bethel, and Shechem, seem by no means so remote u 
they once did. The intervening period of time has become 
narrower. It appears but comparatively a short time since 
such persons lived in the world, and performed the deeds 
which we connect with their names. 

A COjn'I'jlhuAL DBOFFIKQ. 

On the roofe of many of the houses, especially in northern 
Syria, I noticed a cylindrical rolling-stone, the object of which, 
as I was told, was to smooth and harden the mud-covered roofs. 
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This operation is neoessaiy as a means of keeping out the rain ; 
tinoe otherwise the mud and gravel, which cover the poorer 
houses, would crack and allow the water to trickle through the 
crevioes upon the heads of the inmates. It is customary to 
apply the roller, especially after a shower, because the clay, 
being then softened, may be reduced more easily to a solid 



Notwithstanding this precaution, and still more in a case of 
its being omitted, it ia found to be very difficult to exclude 
the wet entirely from such imperfect habitations. The more 
violent, protracted rains are liable to loosen the earth which 
fiHrms the roof, and to open a passage for the water to flow or 
drop, according to the extent of the injury, into the interior of 
the house. 

Though it may not be entu*ely certain, it is yet probable 
that the comparison in Proverbs xxvii. 15, is derived from this 
liability of the Syrian villagers to suffer such an invasion of 
their domestic comfort. *' A continual dropping in a very 
lainy day and a oontentous woman are alike ;" that is, they 
are equally intol^able, and drive a man out of the house ; or, 
if he remains, render his situation exceedingly unpleasant. 
As an illustration of this, Mr. Hartley, who travelled in Asia 
Minor, relates the following incident : " Last night," he says, 
" we retired to rest in what appeared to be one of the best 
rooms which we have occupied during the journey; but at 
midnight we were roused by the rain descending through the 
roof; and were, obliged to rise and seek shelter from the 
incessant dropping, in the corridor, which was better pro- 
tected."* 

Pertinent here, also, is what Lep8iu8,t the Egyptologer, 
mentions as having happened to himself on one occasion. 
Being overtaken by a sudden shower at night, near Deir El- 
Kamar, on Mount Lebanon, he took refuge in a common house 
ot the country. He attempted to sleep ; but ere long the con- 
tinued rain softened the mud on the roof, and began to pour 
down on his bed. The fsunily, out of pity to him, sent out one 



* Cited In Scripture Manners and Customs, one of the publications of the 
Sodetj for promoting Christian Knowledge. 
t Briefe mis ^gypten, ^thiqpieo, Ac. (1852), p. 398. 
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of their number to fill up the chinks and draw about the sboas 
roller. But now, besides the rain, heaps of stone and dirt 
came tumbling on him, so that bad was made worse ; he ma 
compelled to beg them to forego the well-meant kindness. He 
had no sleep that night, and hailed the earliest dawn as the 
signal for departing. 

The authors of the Septuagint version evidently understood 
the passage under remark, as alluding to this spedes of annoy- 
ance. They translate, " Drops of rain in a wintry day drive a 
man out of his house ; in the same manner, also, does an 
abusive woman." Many of the commentators recognise this 
as the origin of the iUustration in the proverb. 

SALE OF 8FASB0WS. 

The sparrows which flutter and twitter about dilapidated 
buildings at Jersualem, and crevices of the city walls, are very 
numerous. In some of the more lonely streets they are so 
noisy as almost to overpower every other sound. As I heard 
their chirping around me and above me, I could not help 
thinking of the Hebrew term (tsippor), which desijs^tes that 
class of birds ; the resemblance here between name and object 
was very striking. It may be taken for granted that they are 
not less numerous in other places where they have similar 
means for obtaining shelter and building their nests. 

A person who resided in the country told me that these 
birds are sometimes caught or killed, and brought to market, 
in order to be sold as food. Being so small and so abundant, 
their value singly must of course be trifling ; and hence, as the 
custom of selling them was an ancient one, we see how perti- 
nent was the Saviour's illustration for showing how minutely 
God watches over all events, and how entirely his people may 
rely on his care and goodness. *' Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing ? And one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows." (Matthew x. 29-31.) 

The sparrows, in then: resort to houses and other snch 
places, appear to be a privileged bird. They are not timid; 
they frequent boldly the haunts of men. Again and again 
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iras I reminded of the passage in the Psalms (Ixzxiv. 3), where 
tiie pious Isiaelitey debarred from the privileges of the sanc- 
tuary, envies the lot of the birds, so much more favoured 
than he: 

** Even the sparrow finds a house. 
And the swallow has a nest, 
Where she lays her young, 
Near thy alturs, Jehovah of hosts, 
My King, and my God." 

The altars are those for burnt offerings and for incense, and 
inasmnch as so many of the holiest rites were performed there, 
may be put in this passage by way of dignity for the entire 
temple. We cannot suppose that birds would be allowed to 
build on the altans themselves, or could build there on account 
€i ihe use made of them. At the present day they may be 
seen hovering about the cupola and other parts of the Mosque 
of Omar, which occupies the ground where the temple of Solo- 
mon stood. 

The Psalmist (xii. 7) makes another beautiful allusion to the 
halnts of the sparrow : 

"^ I watch, and am as a bird 
Solitary upon the rool" 

The meaning is, that, like a bird deprived of its mate and its 
young, so is he helpless aod forsaken of all the world ; or as 
such a lonely bird chirps plaintively on the house-top, so he 
complains and mourns. 

WELLS. 

A passage occurs in Genesis xxiv. II, sq., which groups to- 
gether several particulars that make up an oriental scene en- 
tirely unique. The age is that of the patriarchs ; the actors 
are Eleazer, Abraham's servant, and Rebekah, the destined 
bride of Isaac; the place is a well or tank in Mesopotamia, 
outside of the city ; the time, nightfall. '* And he made his 
camels to kneel down without the city, by a well of water, at 
the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to 
draw water. And, behold, Eebekah came out, with her pitcher 
upon her shoulder; and she went down to the well and filled 
her pitcher, and came up." A modem guide-book could hardly 
fttiniflh a truer picture of what occurs at the dose of every 
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day, in the vicinity of eastern Tillages, than this description, 
wiitten so many thousand years ago. The wells, at present, 
exist almost universally just out of the town ; those who draw 
the water are women ; they perform this office at oth^ hoois 
indeed, hut especially at evening ; they carry their pitchers 
upon their heads or shoulders ; and often, though this depends 
on the construction of the tanks or fountains, which is not al- 
ways the same, they have to go down a flight of steps, in order 
to reach the water. How vividly depicted in my mind are 
the scenes emhodying these traits of oriental life, which I as- 
sociate with Tehna, Bamleh, Bireh, Beitin, Lehonah^ JSMOir 
reth, Eana, and other places still 1 

The task of fetching water for domestic uses is performed 
almost wholly hy females. I recollect but two instances in 
which I saw ** a man bearing a pitcher of water ; " and I think 
that the manner in which the Saviour refers to such a ciicmft* 
stance (he mentions it as a sign) implies that it was not ooiih 
mon. Morning and evening are the times when they resort to 
the wells most frequently; and at such seasons they maybe 
seen flocking thither, if the village be one of any size, in great 
numbers, carrying with them their skin bottles, or their 
pitchers and jars, which, having filled with water, they place 
on then- shoulders, and in merry groups return to their homes. 
The tank at Ramleh, in the plain of Sharon, like the well to 
which Eebekah descended, has a flight of steps at one comer. 
The upper pool of Gihon, on the west of Jerusalem, has a 
similar descent at the south-east and south-west comers. The 
reservoir, suppUed from the well of En-Rogel, near where the 
valley of Hinnom falls into that of Jehoshaphat, has steps 
at the north-west comer. So, too, the Fountain of the ViigiD, 
in the valley of Jehoshaphat, lies in the bosom of a deep rock ; 
and the visitor has to descend two series of steps before he 
comes to the level of the water. I frequently saw women 
come to this place, *' go down to the well," fill their bottles, 
and bear them away on their heads or shoulders. 

HODE OF DSAWHTG. 

Sometimes a well-sweep, or windlass, is used for raising the 
water; but more commoidy it is done by means of a rope fiut- 
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ened to the neck of the jar or bottle. The woman at the well 
of Samaria refers to some such contrivance when she says that 
" the well was deep, and there was nothing to draw with." 
(John iv. 11.) The curb-stones are often indented with deep 
marks, worn by the Motion of the ropes employed in raising 
water. 

WATESnra OF FLOCKS. 

It is a £Euniliar sight still to see a flock of sheep, or several 
(Uf&B, crouching at a watering place, as it was in the days 
when Jacob " looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo ! 
there were three flocks of sheep lying by it ; for out of that 
well they watered the flocks." (Genesis xxix. 2.) It is added, 
that " a great stone was upon the well's mouth." This pre- 
caution is necessary, especially in certain places, where the 
wind would otherwise blow the sand into the well and fill it 
up. In approaching the ancient Sychar, I passed a well, the 
mouth of which was stopped with a stone so large that the 
united strength of two men would be required to move it. 
The daughters of Laban speak of the size of the stone on the 
well's mouth (Genesis xxix. 8), as a reason why they could not 
water their flocks without assistance. 

In Genesis xxx. 38, " troughs" are mentioned, from which 
the sheep and cattle were accustomed to drink. I seldom saw 
a well, in the open country, that was not furnished with this 
needful apparatus. In some instances the trough was a long 
stone block hollowed out, from wliich a number of animals 
could drink at once; in other instances the troughs were 
smaller, several of them lying about the same well, from 
which one animal only could drink at a time. 

FOUKTAnr AT 17AZASETH. 

Among the places of traditionary interest at Nazareth, 
there was no one which I felt more disposed to regard with 
veneration than a fountain just out of the village. It is called 
the Fountain of the Virgin, from its being supposed that Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, was accustomed to go thither for water, 
as is the practice of the women of Narareth at the present 
s 
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day. Certainly, as Dr. Clarke the traveller observes, " if there 
be a spot throughout the Holy Land that was undoubtedly 
honoured by her presence, we may consider this to have been 
the place ; because the situation of a copious spring is not 
liable to change, and because the custom of repairing thither 
to draw water has been continued among the female inhabit- 
ants of Nazareth from the earliest period of its history."* I 
always found here, at whatever hour I passed that way, a col- 
lection of women filling their pitchers with water. The well- 
worn path which leads out thither from the town, and which 
has been trodden by the feet of so many generations, presented 
always a busy scene, from the number of those, hurrying to 
and fro, engaged in this labour of water-carrying. 

WELL IS A COTJBT. 

In 2 Samuel xvii. 18, 19, it is said that a man at Bahurim, 
a village on the Mount of Olives, " had a well in his court," 
where he concealed Jonathan and Ahiraaz from the servants 
of Absalom, who were in pursuit of them. The court was that 
of his house, and the well, as Theniusf remarks on the pas- 
sage, must have been a " waterless cistern." The Hebrew word 
denotes such a well, rather than a living fountain, wliile the 
place, also, where it was found, speaks for that view. 

The present customs of the country confirm this statement 
The house at Jerusalem in which I resided had a court, where 
was a well, or reservoir, from which the family obtained the 
water needed for domestic uses. Another house there, occu- 
pied by an American family, had three cisterns in the court, 
so arranged that when one is full the water flows into another. 
All the houses, indeed, of the better class are furnished with 
such reservoirs. Out of the city, on the north side especially, 
are the ruins of numerous ancient houses, the cisterns of which 
still remain in a state of excellent preservation. Nothing 
could more easily happen, than that one of these wells, in 
consequence of a deficiency in the supply of water during the 
rainy season, or of some defect in the construction, should 



• Ti-aveK Ac, vol. iL p. 427 (1812) 

t Die Uticliur Samuels, erklart voii Otto Thenica. 
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l)eoo]ne dry, and it would then answer as a place of retreat, 
sach as David's friends found in the '' man's house in Bahu- 
rim." In that instance, too, that they might divert suspicion 
from the spot, they " took and spread a covering over the 
well's mouth, and spread ground com thereon ; and the 
thing was not known." 

DIGGIVQ THBOUQH HOUSES. 

Bui^lory, or househreakin^, was accomplished among the 
Hebrews by a different process from that known to us. The 
proper term for describing that class of criminals among them 
would be, not housebreakers, but housediggers. The easiest 
way for them to obtain clandestine access to houses, as they 
were built in the common villages, was not to force the door 
or pick the lock, but to remove the cement or stones of the 
waUs, and e£fect an entrance in that manner. In Egypt, 
and most of the towns in Palestine, at the present time, 
the houses are built, not of wood or stone, as we build them, 
but of mud, more or less hardened by exposure to the sun, 
or of mud and pebbles mixed together. This material may 
be, and sometimes is, so prepared as to be hard and durable ; 
but more commonly it is put together superficially, and is 
then brittle, crumbles easily, and offers but little resistance to 
the elements of nature or the hand of violence. In passing 
through Egypt, we came one day to the site of a deserted vil- 
lage ; the houses, constructed of this frail material, had fallen 
into heaps of rubbish ; a solitary mosque overlooked the moul- 
dering ruins, but hardly a single habitation continued to be 
occupied. At Damascus, which presents so brilliant an ap- 
pearance as seen from the heights of Anti-Lebanon, the 
bouses, on coming nearer, are found to be shabby and perish- 
able. Many of them are built, not of fire-burnt bricks, but 
lamps of clay dried by the heat of the sun. One traveller 
says, that the rains of a certain winter injured greatly not 
less than three thousand' of these houses, and entirely ruined 
six hundred of them* In summer they are liable to crack 
and crumble, and, when the wind blows, fill the aur with 
clouds of dust. 

• Elliofs Trayds, Ac voL IL p. 287. 
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It is obvious that the labour of digging through such waOf 
cannot be difficult. Those who wished to plunder a house 
would be apt to select a place where the partition was appar- 
ently thin, and then stealthily remove the stones or day, so 
as to open a passage. Hence we see Job's meaning (xxiv. 16), 
when he says of such malefactors, *' In the dark they dig 
through houses, which they had marked for themselves in the 
day-time." In some parts of our English version, '' breaking 
through" should be changed to " digging through." Thus, in 
Matthew xxiv. 43, we should read, '* If the good man of the 
house had known in what watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to 
be dug through." So in Matthew vi. 19, " Lay not up for 
yourselves treasui-es upon earth, where thieves dig through 
and steal." Job's illustration of the frailty of human life is 
drawn probably from the idea of such decaying habitations. 
Mortal men *^ dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in 
the dust." (Job iv. 19.) 

OBDOTAET DBESS AND POOD. 

John, the herald of Clirist, after the example of Elijah his 
prototype, adopted a dress suited to render his preaching 
more effiective. His appearance was stern, like the character 
of his warnings, his requisitions. See Matthew iii. 4, and 
Mark i. 6. We are not to suppose, however, that his habits 
were altogether novel, that they had no resemblance to those 
of his countrjrmen ; they were simple in the highest degree, — 
partook of the poverty and hardship of the lower mass of 
people, as became one who was to reform a luxurious, comqit 
age. 

The peculiarities in his mode of life have their counter- 
part in the present habits of the same class. The coat or 
mantle of camel's hair is seen still on the shoulders oi the 
Arab who escorts the traveller through the desert, or of the 
shepherd who tends his flocks on the hills of Judea, or in the 
valley of the Jordan. It is made of the thin, coarse hair of 
the camel, and not of the fine hair, which is manufactured 
into a species of rich cloth. I was told that both kinds of rai- 
ment are made on a large scale at Nablus, the ancient She. 
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dxem. The " leathern girdle" may be seen around the body 
of the common labourer, when fully dressed, almost anywhere ; 
whereas men of wealth take special pride in displaying a rich 
sash of silk or some other costly fabria 

The " wild honey," on which John subsisted in part, was 
no doubt the honey of wild bees, and not a sweet gum, known 
under the same designation, which flows from certain trees in 
the East. It is doubtful whether the trees which produce 
" honey," so called, ever grew in Palestine, though they are 
said to be very common in Arabia. On the contrary, bees 
abound there still, not only wild, but hived, as with us. I saw 
a great number of hives in the old castle near the Pools of 
Solomon ; several, also, at Deburieh, at the foot of Tabor ; and 
again, at Mejdel, the Magdala of the New Testament, on the 
Lake of Tiberias. Maundrell^ says that he saw *^ bees very 
industrious about the blossoms*' between Jericho and the 
Dead Sea, which must have been within the limits of the 
Tery " desert" in which John "did eat locusts and wild 
honey.*' As to the locusts, it is well known that the poorer 
class of people eat them, cooked or raw, in all the eastern 
countries where they are found. 

FUBSE AND SCBIF. 

As I was one day examining the tombs on the western side 
of the Mount of Olives, a peasant offered his services as a 
guide, whose costume arrested my attention. He wore a 
girdle around his waist, which had an opening at one end, 
fitting it to hold money and other valuables, and at the same 
time carried a pouch or bag in which he could store away 
provisions and other things needed on a journey. Here, 
beyond doubt, I saw the articles to which the Saviour refers 
where he speaks of the ** purse and scrip" which wayfarers 
were accustomed to take with them as a part of their travel- 
ling equipment. ■ See Mark vi. 8, and Luke xxii. 35. 

• Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem (1749), p. 86. 
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BXJSIAL PLACES. 



The sepulchres of the Hebrews were very different from 
those to which the dead are consigned among us. They were 
generally cut out of the solid rock ; sometimes below the level 
of the ground, but oftener above the ground, and on the sides 
of mountains. The natural caves, with which the countiy 
abounds, were also used for this purpose. The allusions in 
the Bible to such tombs are very numerous. Abraham 
" buried Sarah his wife in the cave of Machpelah," (Genesis 
xlix. 29.) The language of Isaiah (xxii. 16) brings before us 
a characteristic scene in the life of the Hebrews. The pro- 
phet comes with a message to Shebna, one of the officers of 
the king, and accosts him thus, " What hast thou here t 
and whom hast thou here, that thou hewest out for thyself 
a sepulchre, digging thy tomb on high, making it in tho 
rock ? " He finds the royal minister, at the moment of his 
visit, preparing a family tomb. The incident at Bethel affords 
a proof of the same custom. " And as the king turned him- 
self, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount, 
and sent and took the bones out of the sepulchres and burned 
them," (2 Kings xxiii. 16.) They were the remains of the 
old idolaters who had worshipped the golden calf which Jero- 
boam set up at Bethel. Josiah, in his zeal for the pure wor- 
ship of Jehovah, ordered their bones to be dug up and burned. 
It illustrates the accuracy of Scripture that sepulchres are 
seen at the present day in the rocky heights around Bethel.* 

The grave of Lazarus was, no doubt, a tomb of this descrip- 
tion. The Evangelist records that Joseph " took the body 
of the Saviour down from the cross, and wrapped him in linen, 
and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, 
and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre." (Mark 
XV. 46.) 

It is a mournful sight to the traveller to look up, as he 
passes along the base of the mountains, in all parts of Pales- 
tine, and see the mouths of sepulchres, once crowded with 
the dead, but now tenantless, gaping down upon him. The 

* See Sinnl and Golgotha, ron F. A. Strauss, p. 87L 
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rocks on the south side of the vallej of Hinnom are full of 
Buch apertures. The western side of the Mount of Olives 
contains many excavations, where formerly the dead were 
buried. It took me the greater part of two days to inspect 
but slightly the rock tombs in the immediate vicinity of 
Jerusalem. The little village of Silwan, in the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, on the east of the city, stands on the ground of 
an ancient cemetery. The inhabitants live, in part, in re- 
cesses dug out of the rocks, where the dead of former ages 
have mouldered back to dust. Near Tiberias, on the Sea of 
Galilee, I noticed that the adjacent hills were perforated with 
such recepticles. Every one knows that Petra, the ancient 
capital of Edom, is visited with wonder, on account of the 
numerous, and in some instances splendid, structures, for the 
dead, built in the cliffs overhanging and surrounding that 
celebrated place. The deep gorge, where the Barrada forces 
its way through the Anti-Lebanon mountains in its progress 
to the plain of Damasais,* I found to be remarkable in this 
respect, beyond all expectation. The lofty walls of rock on 
both sides, in some places almost perpendicular, displayed 
numerous openings which lead to catacombs in the moun- 
tains. Some of the tombs are at such a point of elevation 
that it seems a wonder how they could ever have been ap- 
proached. The road along the Mediterranean, north of Akka, 
carries the traveller past many such graves hewn in the rocks 
on the western slope of the hills which overlook the sea. 
Some of them are as old, no doubt, as the time when Tyre 
and Sidon flourished in their glory. 

A TOMB AT VAZASETH. 

At the bottom of a ledge in the rear of the Maronite church, 
at Nazareth, I noticed a sepulchre cut in the rock, which 
excited my interest the more, because it had a large stone 
rolled against the mouth of it, and because it was apparently 
new, and still occupied. It came nearer, in its exterior, to my 
ideal of the tombs mentioned in the New Testament, than any 
which I had seen elsewhere. The grave of Lazarus was closed 

• Near the kite of Ablla, the capital of Abilene (Luke ilL I.) 
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with a stone. The one in which the Saviour was laid was 
closed in that manner ; and hecause the stone was heavy, the 
women, who were the first to go to the sepulchre, were per- 
plexed to know how they should procure its removal. On the 
contrary, most of the tomhs which I examined near Jerusalem 
must have had doors. The grooves and perforations for the 
hinges, that still remain, show that they were fUrnished with 
that convenience. It is possible that the tomb used in the 
case of the Saviour, which is said to have been new, was not 
entirely finished, and^the placing of the stone at the entrance 
may have been a temporary expedient. 

ijr ASTLUU. 

At the present time, the people of the East bury, for the 
most part, in graves dug in the earth ; so that the rock tombs 
are seldom used for their original purpose. Their size, since 
they are as large often as a commodious room, and their situ- 
ation near the travelled paths, cause them to be resorted to 
as places of shelter for the night. During the winter sea- 
son, the wandering Arabs sometimes take up their permanent 
abode in them. Expressions in the Bible show that some of 
these tombs were applied to such a use at a very early period. 
Isaiah (Ixv. 4) speaks of a people ** that remain among the 
graves, and lodge in the monuments." We learn from the 
Evangelists that insane persons, fugitives or outcasts from 
society, lodged in deserted tombs among the mountains. Thus, 
as the Saviour, on one occasion crossed the Lake of Galilee 
to the country of the Qadarenes, " two men met him, coming 
out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no one could safely 
pass that way," (Matthew viii. 28.) The present Um Keis 
has been identified as the ancient Gadara. Near there Burck- 
hardt* reports that he found many sepulchres in the rocks, 
showing how naturally the conditions of the narrative respect- 
ing the demoniacs could have been fulfilled in that r^on. 
Billable writers state that they have seen lunatics occupying 
such abodes of corruption and death. 

• Reiain in Syrien, vol. L p. 427. 
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BACHEL'S TOMB. 



At the distance of some twenty minutes from Bethlehem, 
on the way to Jerusalem, is the reputed sepulchre of Rachel, 
the wife of Jacob. It stands a few rods to the left of the direct 
path. The present monument is an unpretending Turkish 
mosque, with a dome of moderate elevation at one end. If 
this edifice does not mark the precise spot where Rachel lies 
buried (about which there may be some question), it must, at 
all events, stand not far from the place to which that distinc- 
tion belongs. The biblical account states that Jacob and his 
fiunily "journeyed from Bethel, and there was but a little 
way to come to Ephrath. And Rachel died and was buried on 
the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem. And Jacob set a 
piUar upon her grave, that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto 
this day," (Genesis xxxv. 16—20; xlviii. 7.) 

The Jews as would be expected, regard the spot with pecu- 
liar interest. One of them filled a bag with earth collected 
near the tomb, and gave it to one of my travelling companions 
to bring home with him to this country, as a present to a brother 
of the Jew residing here. So true is it, in a literal sense, if 
not yet spiritually, that the sons of Israel, wherever they 
wander, favour the stones of Zion, and take pleasure in the 
dust thereof. The Jews often resort to this tomb to pray 
and read the history of the founders of their nation. 

STOKE HEAPS. 

The people in the East express their abhorrence of the 
memory of an infamous person by throwing stones at the place 
where he died, or was buried, or where he committed some 
crime. These stones become so numerous, in the course of 
time, as to form large heaps. An individual who had resided 
for some years in the country, who accompanied me from 
Bethlehem to Hebron, called my attention to certain stone 
heaps on the way, which, from their peculiar appearance, I 
judged to have had such an origin. In the valley of Jehoshaphat , 
on the east of Jerusalem, is a tomb, said to be the " pillar," 
or monument, which Absalom ** reared for himself in the king's 
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dale, to keep his name in remembrance," (2 Samuel xviiL 18.) 
It is not uncommon to see Mohammedans, and especially Jews, 
stop as they pass here, pick up a stone and throw it at the 
tomb, as a testimony against Absalom's unnatural conduct 
in rebelHng against his father. On the road between Tyre 
and Sidon Mr. Bonar noticed a cairn or heap of stones raised 
over the body of a slave who had been executed on that spot 
for plundering and murdering passengers. He was told that 
it is customary for travellers to add a stone to the heap as they 
pass.* Dr. Shaw speaks of having found such heaps common 
not only in the Holy Land, but in Arabia and Barbary.f He 
says that they occur in places where men have been murdered, 
as well as where those guilty of murder, or otherwise infiBunoiu, 
are buried. 

A usage like this may be traced back to very early times. 
A knowledge of the sin and doom of Achan was perpetuated 
in this way. *' And all Israel stoned him with stones and 
burned him with fire ; — and they raised over him a great heap 
of stones unto this day." (Joshua vii. 25, 26.) The King of Ai 
had a similiar sepulchre. " As soon as the sun was down, 
Joshua commanded that they should take his carcass down 
from the tree" (where he had been hanged) "and cast it at the 
entering at the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap 
of stones, that remaineth unto this day." (Joshua viii. 29.) 
We read, also, that they took Absalom, and cast him into a 
great pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon 
him ; and all Israel fled every one to his tent." (2 Samuel xviiL 
17.) In these instances the stones heaped together at the 
outset were increased, no doubt, according to the still existing 
custom, by the gradual accumulation of other stones, whidi 
passers-by added to them. 

ATor EASTEKZr BED. 

In returning to Jerusalem from an expedition to the Dead 
Sea, I lodged a night in the convent of Mar Saba, so roman- 
tically situated on the banks of the water-course of the Kidron. 

• Narrative of Mission of Enquiry to tlie Jews, p. 818 (lSi(2). 
f TrawelB in fiaibary aad the LAvan.1, xoV \., YtvteRft,"^ xvUI. 
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The bed provided for me consisted merely of a bolster and a 
blanket spread on the floor. The latter could be drawn pai-tiaily 
oyer of the body if any one wished, though the expectation 
seemed to be that we should sleep in our ordinary dress, with- 
out any additional covering. Such a bed is, obviously, a 
portable one ; it is easy to take it up, fold it together, and 
carry it from place to place, as convenience may require. 

The allusions in the Bible show that the couches or beds 
in use among the Jews were of diflerent kinds ; that they were 
more or less simple, more or less expensive, according to the 
rank and circumstances of different })ersons. Anciently, how- 
ever, as at the present time in the East, the common people 
slept on a light mattress or blanket, with a pillow, perhaps, 
but without any other appendage. The term " bed" has this 
meaning in various passages. It was an article of this descrip- 
tion that the paralytic used whom the Saviour directed to 
" rise, take up his bed and walk." (Mark ii. 9.) It is customary 
now for those who use such pallets to roll them up in the 
morning and lay them aside till they liave occasion to spread 
them out again for the next night's repose. It is necessary 
to bear in mind this dififercnce between eastern customs and 
our own, in order to account for certain statements in the New 
Testament We read that, on several occasions, friends of the 
sick laid them on beds, and brought them in this situation to 
Christ and the apostles, to be healed of their diseases. 

cnssnra one's aitcestobs. 

Just beyond El-Arish, the last town in Egypt before enter- 
ing Palestine, we saw at a little distance from our path, a 
flock of sheep, so immensely large as to excite our wonder. 
For the sake of getting a better view we turned aside and went 
towards them. Three women were watching them; on our 
approach they fled, gesticulating fiercely as they went, and 
pouring out a volley of words almost terrific. On coming 
back, I asked the dragoman what the women had been saying 
80 earnestly, and received for answer that they had been 
cursing my fiither and mother, and grandfather, and all my 
ancestors. I might have felt much worse had I \mdw^\.wA ^ 
this ; but, fortunateljr, they had spoken to deaS eoi^ 
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Such a mode of resenting an affront belongs to the eastern 
diaracter. We find, at least, one trace of the same habit in 
the Bible. In 1 Samuel xx. 30, we read that " Saul's anger 
was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou 
son of the perverse, rebellious woman." Saul was not angiy 
with his wife ; it was not the mother whom he would reproach ; 
he would represent the son as blameworthy, and meant by that 
mode of address to vent his indignation on him. A principle 
not discreditable to human nature lies at the bottom of this. 
It supposes it to be more offensive to a correct filial instinct to 
hear the natne or memory of one's parents insulted, than to 
bear the reproach in one's own person. ** Strike me," said the 
servant of a traveller in the East, "but do not curse my 
mother." 

'USE OF OBlTAKElfTS. 

The employment of these women showed how unchanged the 
pastoral habits of the country have been through successiTe 
ages. In the days of the patriarchs, also, females were en- 
trusted often with the care of the flocks. As Jacob stood at 
the well of Haran, to which the shepherds of the neighbour- 
hood resorted, Rachel, it is said, "came with her father's 
sheep ; for she kept them." (Genesis xxix. 9.) 

Again, their dress, their personal attire, illustrated another 
custom or taste of the ancient daughters of the land. The 
women of whom I have spoken wore a profusion of ornaments 
but poorly in keeping with their occupation, if we may apply 
to them our own ideas of the graceful and the becoming^ 
Their heads, arms, and ankles, were loaded with chains and 
bracelets, which, though we were not near enough to judge 
of their intrinsic value, certainly gave to their possessors at ft 
distance a very resplendent appearance. The sight brouglift 
up vividly before me the image of Rebekah as she went home 
from the well, wearing the rich presents which Eleazar bad 
bestowed on her ; "a golden ear-ring, of half a shekel weight, 
and two bracelets on her hands, of ten shekels weight o^ 
gold." (Qenesis xxiv. 22.) Her allowing herself to be arrayed 
in this manner, at such a time, shows that it was commoa 
for femalea to appear abroad in such splendour, even when 
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engaged in the coarser labours which their social position de- 
volved on them. If the reader is curious to know how far 
the Hebrew women carried their love of decoration, he may 
consult the latter part of the third chapter of Isaiah. He will 
find there the oldest description of a lady's toilet which has 
come down to us. The fashions of modem life could hardly 
furnish a fuller catalogue of the trinkets used for adorning the 
person than the one recorded in that passage. 

ijr ADVEBfTUBE AT EL-BISEH. 

At the present day, women in the East are rarely seen 
abroad, whatever may be their rank in life, without being 
decked with jewellery, or the semblance of jewellery, of some 
kind. They often convert (so it is said) all their property into 
such articles, and wear them on their persons. A string of 
coins, in particular, plaited like a chain and hung across the 
forehead and down the sides of the face, forms, quite univer- 
sally, a part of their ordinary attire. It is wanting only in 
cases of extreme poverty. 

Such ornaments descend in families as a sacred legacy from 
mother to daughter. Nothing can exceed the jealousy with 
which they guard the possession of these treasures. On a 
ocrtiun occasion a trifling incident brought out an exhibition 
of this feeling in our presence, which it may not be out of 
place to mention. As we were travelling from Jerusalem 
northward, we stopped for a few moments at El-Bireh, which 
means the Well, the Beer or Beeroth spoken of in Judges 
ix. 21. Several females were there washing a heap of clothes 
in the little stream which issues from the well, beating them 
with dubs such as they are accustomed to use for that pur- 
pose. They all wore the occipital ornament, the string of 
coins, which I have mentioned as so common there. One of 
our number, influenced by an inconsiderate curiosity, stepped 
forward towards one of the younger women, and extended his 
hand to examine the coins about her head, in order to see 
whether they were Turkish, or Jewish, or Roman, or what 
they were. A terrible outburst of indignation followed this 
act. The offended damsel shrieked out at the top of her voicft^ 
brandished her weapon in a menacing mannex, dxi^ mN^e.^^ 
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the aid of the other women, already showing unequivoal 
signs of rage, to shield her against the aggressor. It oonld 
not be expected that the scales of victory would waver long in 
such a contest. Without confessing in so many words that 
we fled, we certainly did not think it best to dispute the field 
tenaciously. The case seemed to call for the exercise of that 
discretion which is said to be the better part of valour. 



POSTUBE or FBATES. 

The common attitude of worshippers in the East is kned 
ing, with the upper part of the body now erect, and th«i 
thrown forward, so as to bring the head in contact with the 
earth ; they alternate between the one posture and the other. 
In this case, it will be observed, the worshipper remains on 
his knees, even when he bends forward, with his face to the 
ground or the floor. It is remarkable that three of the Evan- 
gelists, in speaking of the posture of the Saviour during his 
prayer in the garden, use three different expressions. Luke 
says (xxii. 41) that our Lord knelt down ; Mark (xiv. 35), that 
he fell upon the earth ; and Matthew (xxvi. 39), that he fell 
upon his face. 

In regard to the last two writers, the variation seems to be 
only verbal ; but how are they consistent with Luke ? It is 
quite possible that their different expressions refer to differ- 
ent parts of the same act. The Saviour, habituated to the cus- 
tomary forms of worship, may have bowed his knees, and, 
without changing that position, may also have stooped for- 
ward, and inclined his face to the earth. This explanation 
conciliates entirely the Evangelists with each other, and ac- 
cords with the manner in which prayer is still offered. In 
Genesis xvii. 3, it is said that Abraham, as he worshipped 
Gk)d, " fell upon his face" before him. This may have been a 
similar act, including the kneeling, as well as the prostration, 
though the latter only is mentioned. Another view is, whidi 
appears to me less simple, that our Lord knelt down at first, 
and then afterwards, as he became more earnest in his suppli- 
cations, changed his postiure, and lay prostrate on the earth. 
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FUNERAL BITES. 



Near Pompey's Pillar, so called, at Alexandria, is an ex- 
teosive burying-ground of the Mohammedan inhabitants. On 
the first day of my arrival there, as I was passing that ceme- 
tery, I saw, at a distance, a large company of people assembled 
around one of the tombs, and could hear a confused cry of 
Toices, proceeding from those who were uttering their lamen- 
tations over the dead whom they had come to bury. Mr. 
Lane, who has given so authentic an account of the manners of 
the modem Egyptians, says that, at funerals, women, related to 
the deceased, to the number of a dozen or more, are accustomed 
to walk behind the bier, crying and shrieking as they pro- 
ceed ; and also, that persons hired to act as mourners often 
accompany them, whose office it is to bewail the dead, and 
extol their merits. 

At Khan Yunus, our first town on entering Syria, where 
our quarantine began, we were put under the care of a health 
officer, and, by an odd arrangement (the superstitious might 
have thought it a bad omen), were directed to pitch our tents 
in a grave-yard. It was Friday when we arrived there, the 
Sabbath of the Mohammedans, when they are in the habit of 
yiaiting the cemeteries, as one of the stated observances of the 
day. We found here a great number of women, seated at 
the graves, most of them dressed in white robes, and looking, 
in such a place, almost as if they might have been the ghosts 
of the departed, still flitting about the haunts of the living. 
The next morning, too, before sunrise, several of them made 
their api)earance again, and, taking their stand at one of the 
graves, lifted np their voices and shrieked and wept for a long 
time, till the want of strength seemed to oblige them to give 
over the effort. 

The mode of testifying respect for the memory of the dead 
in early times must have been essentially the same. When 
Joseph and his brethren, on the decease of Jacob their father, 
were carrying up the body for burial at Hebron, they stopped 
at ** the threshing-floor of Atad, beyond Jordan, and there 
they mourned with a great and very sore lamentaUoxv. kxA 
the inhabitants of the hnd, when they saw ti;ie mowsxox^j^^ 
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said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians." (Genesis 
1. 10, 11.) The prophet Jeremiah refers evidently to a class 
of women employed to act as public mourners, when he says, 
(ix.17, 18): 

" Give ear! Call the mourning women, that they come, 
And to the skilM women send, that they come; 
Let them hasten, and lift np the lamentation over na, 
Tliat our eyes may run with teai-s,' 
And our eyelids may flow with water.** 



ABf OFEET BESB. 

I was one day examining the inscriptions on the grave-stones 
in the Armenian and Latin cemeteries, on the southern part 
of Mount Zion, when I perceived, from some preparations 
going forward, that a burial was about to take place. I pro- 
longed my stay for the purpose of witnessing the ceremony. 
Presently a funeral procession, consisting of men and women, 
came rapidly from the city,* and halted at a newly-made grave 
sunk three or four feet only below the ground. The body was 
not enclosed in a coffin, but wrapped in a loose garment and 
laid on a bier carried by hand. My impression is that even 
the face was partially exposed to view. 

It was under similar circumstances that the son of the widow 
at Nain was borne to the grave. In that case, too, the 
cemetery was outside of the town. The body, also, must have 
been placed on an open bier, and have been unconfined ; for 
the compassionate Saviour, when he saw the mother's distress, 
" came and touched the bier," and at his word, " Arise," " he 
that was dead sat up and began to speak." The cases were 
parallel in another particular. The account says that on 
perceiving oui* Lord's design to interpose, " they that bare the 
body stood still." On the occasion referred to there was, at 
least, one mourner present, who showed by her emotion that 
the death which had opened that grave had come specially 
near to her. See the narrative of the raising of the widow's 
son in Luke viL 12-16. 

• The burial-place Ilea outside of the present Jeiiualem. 
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SCEHE or THE HOITSE OF JAIBXJS. 

IXiring my stay at Jerusalem I frequently heard a singular 
cry issuing from the houses in the neighbourhood of the place 
where I lodged, or from those on the streets through which I 
passed. It was to be heard at all hours — ^in the morning, at 
ncxmday, at evening, or in the deep silence of night. For some 
time I was at a loss to understand the cause of this strange 
interruption of the stillness, which, for the most part, hangs so 
oppressively over the lonely city. Had it not been so irregular 
in its occurrence, I might have supposed it to indicate some 
festive occasion ; for the tones of voice (yet hardly tones so 
much as shrieks), used for the expression of dififerent feelings, 
souiid BO much alike to the unpractised ear, that it is not easy 
ahrsys to distinguish the mournful and the joyous from each 
other. I ascertained, at length, that this peculiar cry was, no 
doubt, in most instances, the signal of the death of some 
person in the house from which it was heard. It is customary, 
when a member of the family is about to die, for the friends to 
assemble around him, and watch the ebbing away of life, so as 
to remark the precise moment when he breathes his last ; upon 
which they set up instantly a united outcry, attended with 
weeping, and often with beating upon the breast, and tearing 
out the hair of the head. This lamentation they repeat at 
other times, especially at the funeral, both during the proces- 
sion to the grave and after the arrival there ; as they commit 
the remains to their last resting-place. 

The narratives of the New Testament remind us of similar 
scenes in the days of the Saviour. Let us note the circum- 
stances of one of them. Our Lord was discoursing one day to 
a crowd on the shore of the Lake of Tiberias, when a ruler of 
the synagogue from Capernaum besought him to repair to his 
bouse, and heal his daughter, who was at the point of death. 
He started to accompany the anxious father, but was met on 
the way with a message that the child was dead, and that his 
coming would be of no avail. Without regarding this informjt- 
tion, he went forward, and on arriving at the house, says the 
Evangelist, he " beheld a tumult, and them that wept and 
wftiled greasy." On perceiving this, he saith vmto \ltieiii, ^^ 'Wkj 

F 
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are ye making an outcry and weeping? The damsel is not 
dead, but sleepeth ;*' because, relatively to his power, death 
was merely a slumber ; he had only to speak thie word, and 
the lifeless rose at once to consciousness and activity. He 
employs a similar expression in regard to the state of Lazaros, 
which, the sacred writer says expressly, was spoken of his 
death. See John xi. 11, sq. How exactly, at the moment of 
the Saviour's arrival, did the house of Jairus correspond with 
the condition of one, at the present time, in which a death has 
just taken place! It resounded with the same boisteroas 
expression of grief, for which the natives of the East are still 
noted. The lamentation must have commenced, also, at the 
instant of the child's decease ; for when Jesus arrived he found 
the mourners already present, and singing the death-dii{;e. 
See Mark v. 22, sq. 

The account discloses another mark of accuracy which may 
be worth pointing out. Matthew (ix. 23) speaks of <* minstrels" 
as taking part in the tumult The use of instruments of 
of music at such times is not universal, but depends on the 
circumstances of the family. It involves some expense, which 
cannot always be afforded. Mr. Lane mentions that it is chiefly 
at the funerals of the rich, among the Egyptians, that musiciaiu 
are employed to contribute their part to the mournful celebia- 
tion. The " minstrels," therefore, appear very properly in this 
particular history. Jairus, the father of the damsel whom 
Christ restored to life, since he was a ruler of the aismagogoe, 
must have been a person of some rank among his countrymeo. 
In such a family the most decent style of performing the last 
sad offices would be observed. 



EABLTEOOBS. 

In reading the account of the Saviour's trial and crodfixioii, 
it must appear singular to one without a knowledge of tbe 
habits of the East, that so much connected with that ooomub 
should have been accomplished before sunrise, or a little later. 
We find that the Jews and the Romans who took part in the 
affiur were astir on that eventful morning at hours when it 
would.be impossible, under our arrangements for the tnnsa^ 
Hon o£ business, to secure the attendance of public bodies and 
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magistrates. Some of the things, it is true, (I re£er to Christ's 
iq>preheii8ioii, and, perhaps, the interview with Annas), may 
have been done at an unseasonable time, even as compared 
with tlie early hours of the East But this remark will not 
apply to other parts of the trial. We read, for instance, that 
a session of the Sanhedrim, fully attended, was held as soon 
as it was day, (Luke xxiL 66, compared with Mark xv. 1) ; and 
that Christ's various examinations befc»:e that body, and before 
Pilate and Herod, were all concluded ; so that, as Mark states, 
(ZT. 25), it was onJy the third hour, that is, nine o'clock in the 
morning, according to our time, when the Saviour was crucified. 
Such despatch, evidently, woiUd be impossible in many coun- 
tries, and if related as having taken place there in connection 
with a similar history, would give to the account an air of 
improbability. On the other hand, the early activity of the 
Jews in carrying forward their measures against Christ appears 
entirely in place, when we transfer the occurrence to its 
proper scene ; it serves, indeed, to authenticate the narrative 
as true. 

During a great part of the year, in Palestine, the heat 
becomes so great a few hours after sunrise as to render any 
strenuous labour inconvenient. The early morning, therefore, 
is the proper time for work ; mid-day is given up, as far as may 
be possible, to rest, or employments which do not require 
exposure to the sun. The arrangements of life adjust them- 
selves to this character of the climate. It happened to me 
often to observe how universal was the habit of early rising. 
Men and women may be seen going forth to their labours in 
the field, or starting on journeys, at the earliest break of day. 
Frequently companies of muleteers, carrying merchandise from 
one part of the country to another, encamped at night on the 
same ground with us. Our usual time for setting off was sun- 
rise; but we found, quite invariably, that they had risen, 
packed up, and departed before we were ready to move. The 
night was still struggling with day when I left the menzel 
at Seleh,^ but groups of females, equipped with hoe and 
mattock, were already wending their way to the fields, to 
begin their daily toil . Being anxious at Jerusalem to attend 

• See on pufle SI ef fhift naik. 
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the services of a Jewish synagogue, I was summoned to rise 
for that purpose before it was light. In one instance I went 
thither at an early hour, as we should call it, but found myself 
too late; the service was ended, the people gone, and the 
synagogue closed for the day. 

If any one has not attended to this point, and will look into 
a Concordance of the English Scriptures, he will be surprised 
to notice how often mention is made of the ** early mormng" 
as the time for beginning the labours of the day. Thus, 
" Abraham rose up early in the morning," when he went to 
offer Isaac on Moriah. (Genesis xxii. 3.) ** Jacob rose up early 
in the morning and set up a pillar.*' (Qenesis xxviiL 18.) 
" Moses rose early in the morning, and built an altar." (Exo- 
dus xxxiv. 4.) When the servant of Elisha " was risen early 
and gone forth, behold a host encompassed the city." (2 Kings 
vi. 16.) " Thou art my God," says the Psahnist (Ixiii 1), 
" early will I seek thee." The apostles " entered into the 
temple early in the morning and taught." (Acts v. 21.) Scores 
of other examples might be added to these. 



USE OF THE WOBB ^^BBOTHEB." 

The application of this word in the Scriptures is much more 
extensive than it is in the languages of the western nations. 
The manner in which it is sometimes employed has not only 
excited surprise, but seemed almost to justUy the charge of 
inadvertence or inconsistency on the part of the sacred writers. 
Thus, in Genesis xiv. 16, Lot is called the brother of Abra- 
ham ; but in Genesis xL 31, he is said to have been his bro- 
ther's son, namely, his nephew. In Genesis xxix. 12, Jacob 
tells Rachel that he was " her fether's brother ;" but accord- 
ing to Genesis xxviii. 6, Laban was not Jacob's brother, as we 
use the term, but the brother of Rebekah, his mother. The 
word has a loose sense, probably, in Galatians L 19. In 2 
Samuel xix. 12, "brother" denotes a person of the same 
tribe ; in Judges xiv. 3, one of the same country ; and in Job 
vi. 15, a friend or associate. Other examples might be added 
to these. 

But this use of the term, foreign as it is to our mode of em- 
ploying it^ is entirely consistent with the practice of the East 
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at the present day. The Orientals extend the term " brother," 
80 &r at least as the name is concerned, not only to remote 
degrees of relationship, as uncles, cousins, nephews, but to 
friends and acquaintances where there is no bond of natural 
affinity. As I was on the eve of leaving Alexandria, a Syrian 
came to me, and commended to my special favour the person 
who had been engaged as dragoman for the journey to Pales- 
tine, alleging, as a reason for manifesting so much interest in 
his behalf, that the man was his brother. Some days after 
this I was making some inquiry of the dragoman respecting 
his brother, in terms which showed that I had understood the 
word in its strictest sense. " But you are mistaken," said the 
dragoman ; '^ the man is not my brother in that sense ; he is 
only a fellow-townsman and a friend." In some passages of 
the Bible it is difficult to determine the exact meaning which 
should be assigned to the word in question. 

THE iriLE A SEA* 

The subject of the last paragraph suggests one or two other 
expressions, which illustrate or confirm the idiom of the Scrip- 
tures. It may be as well to insert them here as anywhere. 
The people of the East apply the word " sea" not only to in- 
land collections of water, as Bahr el-Lut, the Sea of Lot, our 
Dead Sea (a usage which we follow), Bahr el-Merjun, Sea of 
the Meadows, a lake in the plain of Damascus, but to large 
rivers, especially the Nile. The boatmen on that river con- 
stantly speak of it under that designation. This custom ex- 
plains Nahum iii. 8, where the prophet speaks of No, called 
Thebes by the Greeks and Romans, as surrounded by the sea, 
though it was situated in upper Egypt on the Nile. Address- 
ing Nineveh, he says >— 

** Art tliott better than No-Ammon, 
Who dwelt by the rivers? 
The waters were round about her, 
Whose fortress was the sea, 
A sea was her wall, 
CuBh was her strength, and Egypt, numbers without end.** 
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THE KAME OF EOTFT. 

The origin of the term Egypt is not oertainlj known. 11 
does not occur in the original language of the Old Testament, 
the name there being uniformly Mizraim, or the land of Miz- 
raim. It is remarkable that this latter term, which never 
passed into the western languages, or, at least, a fragment of 
the term, exists still among the modem Egyptians. Thej 
know the country only as MUr, allied, unquestionably, to the 
old Semitic or Hebrew appellation. 

SPORTS OF CEILDBEV. 

" When I was a child," said the Apostle Paul, " I spake as 
a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child.'' (1 Cor- 
inthians xiii. 11.) Some one has remarked that customs are 
handed down from age to age with less change among boys 
than through any other medium. The transmission of the 
same sports among them, not only in the same countries, but 
in different countdes and nations, affords, perhaps, some con- 
firmation of this remark. At an hour's distance j&om Naza- 
reth, on the way to the Sea of Tiberias, we came to Er-Reineh, 
a small village inhabited by Greek Christians and Mussul- 
mans. It was quite an unexpected sight to me here to lod[ 
up and see a paper kite floating gracefully in the air. A boy 
was amusing himself with it. The frame, shape, and pendant, 
gave to it exactly the appearance of one of our Yankee kites. 
I recognised elsewhere some of the diversions familiar to diild- 
hood. At Zebedany, a village on Anti-Lebanon, I sair a group 
of boys playing leap-frog; at Eerak, near the eastern foot<^ 
Lebanon, I saw them playing ball ; and at another place, the 
name of which I have not noted, I saw them playing hop- 
scotch. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

CLIMATE, SOIL, AND PRODUCTIONS. 

It win be nnderatood that it is no part of my design to pre- 
sent a full aoooont of the subjects named in the title of this 
chapter. As in the preceding pages, so here, the notices are 
altogether fragmentary, and are intended merely to recall a 
few facts here and there, under the particular heads to which 
they are referred, for the purpose of connecting them with the 
passages or statements of Scripture which they are suited to 
illustrate. I arrived at Alexandria on the second of March, 
by the way of Italy and Malta, and remained in Egypt, or 
parts of Western Asia, until the middle of June. These 
months constitute, unquestionably, the most favourable and 
interesting pedod for visiting that portion of the world — ex- 
cept that one should be there a few weeks earlier, if he would 
extend his journey for into upper Egypt. Most of the re- 
marks in this chapter and the succeeding one relate, neces- 
sarily, to that division of the year. We are to glance, there- 
fore, at a few only of the many-sided connections of the Bible 
with the operations of nature, and the varied employments of 
men, as affected by the succession of summer and winter, seed- 
time and harvest Of course, the other seasons of the year 
also bring with them thdr peculiar aspects and variations, 
which would enlarge the traveller's field of observation, and 
supply him with other and important means for illustrating 
the sacred Word. It is desirable, in order to invest the Scrip- 
tures with their full power to instruct and impress us, to bring 
them as fully as possible into connection with all the circum- 
stances which surrounded the inspired writers. 

THE 1[0STASI>-SEED FLAFF. 

In the parable of the mustard-seed, it is said that this seed, 
although the smallest of all seeds when cast into the earth, 
becomes, when grown up, a great tree (in a compa»\,vi^^Ti3»^ 
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of course), and puts forth branches, so that the fowls of heft- 
ven come and lodge among them. I was beginning to fear 
that I should leave the country without having an opportunity 
to see any example of this pla^t answering to the description 
of it in the parable. Of the various persons of whom I had 
made inquiry at Jerusalem, no one was able to give me any 
certain information. One said that probably this species of 
the plant was now extinct. Another said that it was reputed 
to grow very large in Galilee, but could not vouch for it from 
personal observation. I had observed, indeed, in crossing the 
plain of Esdraelon, just before coming to J^azareth, that the 
mustard-plant was by no means unconunon there ; but yet, 
though some of the stalks which I took pains to measure were 
quite large, they were still not so large as I had expected to 
find them, and not large enough, as it appeared to me, to sug- 
gest naturally the illustration in the parable. I was, there- 
fore, disappointed. 

Some days after this, as I was riding across the plain of 
Akka, on the way to Carmel, I perceived, at some distance 
from the path, what seemed to be a little forest or nursery of 
trees. I turned aside to examine them. On coming nearar, 
they proved to be an extensive field of the plant which I was 
so anxious to see. It was then in blossom, full grown, in 
some cases six, seven, and nine feet high, with a stem or 
trunk an inch or more in thickness, throwing out branches on 
every side. I was now satisfied in part. I felt that such a 
plant might well be called a tree, and, in comparison with the 
seed producing it, a great tree. But still the branches, or 
stems of the branches, were not very large, nor, apparently, v^ 
strong. Can the birds, I said to myself, rest upon them ? Are 
they not too slight and flexible ? Will they not bend or break 
beneath the superadded weight 1 At that very instant, as I 
stood and revolved the thought, lo ! one of the fowls of heaven 
stopped in its flight through the air, alighted down on one of 
the branches, which hardly moved beneath the shock, and 
then began, perched there before my eyes, to warble forth a 
strain of the richest music. All my doubts were now charmed 
away. 1 was delighted at the incident. It seemed to me at 
the moment as if I enjoyed enough to repay me for all the 
trouble of the whole journey. 
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Such incidental illustrations of Scripture furmsh no small 
share of the gratification which the trayeller receives from day 
to day, as he wanders through the lands of the Bible. He 
finds that he has a local commentary spread everywhere around 
him, which brings home to him the language and scenes of 
the Bible with a fi:eshness and power which no learning or 
skill of commentators can supply. 

I am aware that some give to the original word for " mus- 
tard" a generic sense, so as to imderstand a tree, properly so 
called. But, as no necessity demands such an extension of 
the term, it is more correct to adhere to the ordinary mean- 
ing. B^des, the Evangelists include the mustard-plant of 
which they speak among herbs or vegetables, and thus in- 
dicate that when they call it a '^ tree" they make use of 
a popular hyperbole. 



GRASS OS THE HOUSE-TOPS. 

At Anata, the Anathoth of Scripture, already mentioned,^ 
I observed that the roofis of some of the houses were partially 
covered with grass ; a circumstance which I noticed also 
in several other places. As the roofs of the common dwell- 
ings are fiat, and, instead of being built of stone or wood, are 
coated with plaster or hardened earth, a slight crop of grass 
frequently springs up in that situation. Such vegetation, 
however, having no soil into which it can strike its roots, and 
being exposed to a scorching sun, rarely attains to any great 
height, or continues long ; it is a feeble stunted product, and 
soon withers away. Hence the sacred writers sometimes 
allude to the grass on the house-tops as an emblem of weak- 
ness, frailty, and certain destruction. Thus, in Psalm cxxix. 
6, 7, it is said : 

'* They shall be ashamed and iom back, 
All those that hate Zion. 
They diall be as grass upon the house-tops, 
Which, before one placks it, withers away; 
With which the mower fills not his hand, 
Nor the dieaf-binder his arms." 

* See the Ulostratlon on the 46th page. 
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In ludab xxxviL 27, the prophet says, with reference to the 
people of Judah, whom the Assyrians threatened to destroy : 

" And their inhabitants were of feeble power, 
They were eonfonnded and dismayed; 
They became as grass of the field and the green hexfji, 
As the grass of the house-tops, and the blasted com.** 



THOBKS. 

Every one who has heen in Palestine must have heen strock 
with the number of thorny shrubs and plants that abound 
there. The traveller finds them in his i>ath, go where he 
may. Many of them are smidl, but some grow as high as a 
man's head. The Rabbinical writers say that there are no 
less than twenty-two words in the Hebrew Bible denofmg 
thorny and prickly plants. The prevalence of such shrubs, 
say agriculturists, shows a luxuriant soil. If proper care 
be not taken they soon get the upper hand, and spread in 
every direction. " I went by the field of the slothfiil— and, 
lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered 
the face thereof" (Proverbs xxiv. 30, 31.) ** The way (rfthe 
slothful man is as an hedge of thorns ; but the way of the 
righteous is made plain." (Proverbs xv. 19.) " Break up your 
fellow ground," says the prophet, " and sow not among thoma." 
(Jeremiah iv. 3.) As descriptive of the desolation of Edom, it 
is said : '* Thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and 
brambles in the fortresses thereof." The crown put on the 
head of the Saviour was made of thorns. (Matthew xxviL 29.) 
The sharp points, as the soldiers ** smote him with a reed," 
may have been driven into his head, piercing and tearing the 
flesh. A species of thorn, now very common near JemsaleiB, 
bears the name of Spina Christiy or Christ's thorn. 

The people of the country gather these bushes and plants, 
and use them as fuel As it is now, so it was of old. *' As 
the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the 
fool." (Ecclesiastes vii. 6.) " Before your pots can feel the 
thorns," namely, the fire of them, *' he shall sweep them 
away." (Psalm Iviii. 9.) The figure in this case is taken firom 
travellers in the desert, or from shepherds tenting abroad, who 
build a fire in the open air, where it is exposed to the wind; 
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a sadden gust arises and sweeps away the fuel almost before it 
has begun to burn. " As thorns cut up shall thej be burnt in 
the fire." (Isaiah zxxiii. 12.) The meaning is that the wicked 
are worthless, — ^their destruction shall be sudden and complete. 

CHAsnsnro the ves of succoth. 

In Judges Tiii. 7, Gideon threatens to '* tear the flesh of 
the princes of Succoth," a town on the east of the Jordan, 
*^ with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers," because 
they refused to supply his men with bread, as he was pur- 
suing Zebah and Zaimunna, kings of Midian." On his return, 
after defeating his enemies, he executed that threat. ^* He 
took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and 
briers, and with them he taught the men of Succoth." The 
Rev. Dr. Smith, missionary at Beirut, who had recently visited 
the Jordan in that neighbourhood, told me that he found 
th(»ii-bushes and brambles still growing there of a remarkable 
size. Some of the taller thistles, he said, rose above his head, 
even when mounted on horseback. He had good reason for 
adding that a lesson enforced with such instruments must 
have been effectually taught. I sometimes attempted to force 
my way through such thickets, but found it attended with 
peril both to body and raiment. 

Gideon's mode of pimishment reminds us of that said to 
have been inflicted by the ancient Egyptians on those who 
were guilty of parricide. Regarding " the murder of a father 
as the most unnatural of crimes, they endeavoured to pre- 
vent its occurence by the marked severity with which it was 
avenged. The criminal was, therefore, sentenced to be lacer- 
ated with sharpened reeds, and after being thrown on thorns, 
he was burnt to death." ^ 

« HUSKS" DT THE PAEASLE OF THE FSODIGAL. 

The word '' husks" is an unfortunate translation of the 
Greek term for which it is employed. The word so rendered 
signifies ** little horns," with reference to the extended and 

* WilkinM>D*8 Ancient Egyptians, toL \1 p. ^^, 
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slightly curved shape of the pods of the fruit of the caiob^ 
tree ; that fruit being the article of food which the prodigal 
is represented as having eaten. The carob-tree is found, not 
only in Egypt and Syria, but in Greece, and other parts of 
southern Europe. It is a large tree, with a thick foliage aad 
wide-spreading branches. I saw it growing on the Mount of 
OUves, and elsewhere around Jerusalem. The fruit is a legu- 
minous product, resembling the pod of our locust-tree, but 
much larger : it has a sweetish pulp when tender, but soon 
becomes dry and hard, with small seeds which rattle in th6 
pod when shaken. It emits a slight odour, when first gather- 
ed, offensive to those whom use has not accustomed to it The 
poorer class of people employ it as food in the countries 
where it is produced. I was told at Smyrna that it is in 
great request, in some of the Greek islands, as a nutritioiu 
article for fattening swine. It constituted a part of the pio- 
vender (unless it was a very similar product) with whidi our 
camels were fed in travelling through the desert. I saw great 
quantities of this fruit exposed for sale in the market at 
Smyrna. Some specimens which I brought away with me 
averaged six and eight inches in length, though they are said 
to be often eight or ten inches long. It is not meant in 
the parable that the prodigal resorted to food absolutely fit 
only for swine ; but that he who had been brought up in 
wealth and luxury was reduced to such want as to be obliged 
to subsist on the meanest fiEire. 



TABES. 

In passing through the fertile countiy of the ancient Phifis* 
tines, on the south of Palestine, I ask^ the guide one day, a 
native Syrian, if he knew of a plant which was apt to makeitf 
appearance among the wheat, and which resembled it so modi 
that it could hardly be distinguished from it. He replied that 
it was very common, and that he would soon show me a speci- 
men of it. Soon afber this he pointed out to me some of this 
grass, growing near our path ; and afterwards, having onee 
seen it, I found it in almost every field where I searched for it^ 
Except that the stalk was not so high, it appeared otberwiH 
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precisely like wheat, just as the eais hegin to show themselves, 
and the kernels are swelling out into shape. 

This is the plant to which the Saviour referred in the para- 
hle, as the tares which sprang up among the wheat, and which 
the owner, because it was so much like the genuine wheat, 
directed his servants to suffer to remain until the harvest, 
''lest, while they gathered up the tares, they should root up 
also the wheat with them." (Matthew xiiL 24, sq.) I collected 
some specimens of this deceitful weed, and have found, on 
showing them to firiends, that they have mistaken them quite 
invariably for some species of grain, such as wheat or barley 



THE OSASS OF THE OYEST. 

In crossing the mountains of Lebanon, we stopped one day 
for refreshment near a rivulet flowing towards the east. As I 
was sitting there, I observed a peasant of the country digging 
op, with a sort of pickaxe, the clumps of shrubs and coarse 
grass which grow in the thin soil spread over the rocks. He 
was collecting them to carry home, in order to bum them as 
foeL I had seen heaps of the same material piled up near the 
lime-kilns in the vicinity of Urtas ; and I frequently saw troops 
of donkeys returning from the fields loaded with bundles of 
such fuel The scarcity of wood in Palestine is very great, 
especially in the southern part ; so that the people are obliged 
to resort to the use of almost everything that is capable of 
being burnt, in order to procure the means of warming their 
houses in winter, and of preparing their daily food. They not 
only cut down, for this purpose, the shrubs and larger kinds 
of grass, but gather the common withered grass itself, and the 
wild flowers, of which the fields display so rich a profusion. 

It is from this source that the Saviour derives the beautiful 
illustration, which he employs for the purpose of repressing an 
undue solicitude on the part of his followers respecting the 
wants of the present life: " Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin : And yet 
I say unto you that even Solomon, in all his glory, was not 
arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the 
grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow ift cas^i \xi\A 
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the oven, shall he not much more clothe yon, je of little 
foith?" (Matthew vL 28-30.) 



ASECDOTE OF HUBfGO PASK. 

The well known traveller, Mungo Park, relates an incideiit 
concerning himself, which presents the passage jost quoted in 
so striking a light that it deserves to be mentioned here. It 
shows how effectually, under certain circumstances, the flowen 
of the field may convey to a thoughful mind the lessons wbidi 
our Saviour would have us derive from them. " One day," 
he says, ** I found myself in the midst of a vast wildemess ^t 
was one of the African deserts), in the depth of the rainy sea- 
son, naked and alone, surrounded by savage animals, and men 
still more savage. I was five hundred miles from any Euro- 
pean settlement. Whatever way I turned, nothing i^pened 
but danger and difficulty. At this moment, painful as mj 
reflections were, the extraordinary beauty of a small moss in 
fructification irresistibly caught my eye. Though the whole 
plant was not larger than the top of one of my fingers, I coeld 
not contemplate the deUcat econformalion of its roots, leavei, 
and capsules, without admiration. Can that Being, though 
I, who planted, watered, and brought to perfection, in this 
obscure part of the world, a thing which appears of so small 
importance, look with unconcern upon the situation and sof- 
ferings of creatures formed after his own image ? Suidy not 
I started up, and, disregarding hunger and fatigue, traveDed 
forward, assured that relief was at hand; and I was not dis- 
appointed."* 

Slav or suxHEB. 

On my first arrival in the southern part of Syria, nesrthe 
end of March, most of the fruit-trees were dothed^th foliage 
and in blossom. The fig-tree, on the contraiy, was nroch 
behind them, in this respect ; for the leaves of this tree do not 
make their appearance till comparatively late in the season. 
On this circumstance appears to be founded Christ^s saijriDg: 
" When its branch is ahready tender, and putteth forth leaveiy 

• The Life of Mango Park (12mo, Edinborgb, 18S6), p. lUL 
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je know that summer is nigh.'' (Matthew zziv. 32.) As the 
spiing is so fEur advanced before the leaves of the fig-tree begin 
to appear (the early fruit, indeed, comes first), a person may 
be sure, when he beholds this sign, that summer is at hand. 

PBCniIABIT7 OF THE PIG-TBEE. 

It is well known that the fig-tree does not produce visible 
blossoms. It is not destitute of them, but they are concealed 
in the corolla, and so effectually as to lead to the popular idea 
that th^ are wholly wanting. Even Plutarch and Pliny 
anM>ng the ancients believed that the fig-tree does not blossom 
at all. Hence, in striking agreement with this fact, though 
we read in the Old Testament of the flower of the almond, of 
the lily, of the olive, and the vine, we never read of the flower 
of the fig-tree. One of our religious hymns says of the barren 
fig-tree, which disappduits the hopes of the cultivator, — 

"It yields no fruit, no Uoasom bean, 
Tiionsli planted by his hands." 

This reference to the blossom, since it does not show itself to 
the eye, is out of place in such a connection. It betrays the 
foreign writer. A native writer, accustomed to the fig-tree, 
would not be likely to allude to a hidden blossom as if it were 
an outward sign. A critic might have seized on such an ex- 
pression in the Prophets, or in the parables of Cluist, as evi- 
dence that they never lived in Palestine. The passage in 
Habakkuk (iiL 17) is only an apparent exception to these re- 
marks ; for the prophet's language in the original is entirely 
correct, and he should be rendered as saying: " Although the 
fig-tree should not bear," not '* blossom." * 

A BLASTEETG WIND. 

At the close of the day, March the thirty-first, we pitched 
our tents near the site of Ashdod, the Azotus of Acts viii. 40. 
A little village not far off, called Esdud, perpetuates the 

* What is suggested here as possible, turns out to be a fact. A writer in 
one of the public Journals, referring to this paragraph, previously published, 
sayt that tie has known this rery fasadTertence of our translators to bo 
urged as proof that the Scriptures are inaccurate and untruibwonlKi. 



88 SOKIPTITRE ILLUSTRATIOirS. 

ancient name. Ashdod was one of the chief cities of the Flul- 
istines, but is now utterly forsaken. The prophef s sentence 
has been executed upon it to the letter: *^ I will cat off the 
inhabitant from Ashdod." (Amos L 8.) The only marks of an- 
tiquity which I could discover were a high mound, where the 
old city stood, covered now with fragments of pottery ; two or 
three cellars or cisterns, that seemed to have been recently laid 
open; two marble columns, one prostrate in the court of a 
neighbouring khan, and the other wrought into a drinking- 
trough ; several broken pieces of columns or tablets, mostly 
built into a Sakieh, or watering-machine ; and a few traces of 
masonry near the Jaffa road, which may have belonged to tiie 
city walls. These last are so concealed as to be found <Hi]y 
with special pains. 

Just before dark, the temperatiue, which during the day 
had not been oppressive, suddenly changed. The air, in a flBW 
moments, became hot, like that from a strongly heated ftir- 
nace. This extreme variation lasted but a short time, thoa^ 
the night which followed was exceedingly warm. Had it con- 
tinued much longer, as the natives assured us, it would have 
done serious injury to the grain, which was then near its ma- 
turity. A hot wind, occurring just before the harvest is ripe^ 
is often mentioned in the Bible as one of the greatest calamitiei 
which the husbandman had occasion to fear. When Phanoh 
in his dream saw the '* seven ears of com blasted by the east 
wind," he beheld in that symbol the significant intimation of 
an approaching famine. The blasting of the grain, that is, as 
the original word shows, by a scorching wind, is threatened as 
a judgment in various passages. See Deuteronomy zxviiL 
22 ; 2 Kings xix. 26 ; Amos iv. 9, and Isaiah xxxviL 27. In 
1 Kings viii. 37, it is mentioned among the visitations of God 
from which the Jews had special reason to pray to be delivered. 

ALTEBVATIOirS OF HEAT AHD COLD. 

Jacob, in enumerating his claims on the gratitude of Laban, 
his fjEkther-in-law, for having served him so faithfully, speaks 
of having endured the heat by day and the frost by night 
(Genesis xxxL 40.) His employment, as keeper <^ the flocb 
and herds, required him to be much in the open fields, pio- 
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tected only by a tent, and often, no doubt, without any 
shelter; a mode of life which exposed him to the sudden alter- 
nations of heat and cold which distinguish that climate. He 
was then Hying in Mesopotamia; but the inequality between 
the temperature of day and night, which prevails there, is 
found also in the more southern ports of the country. It 
happened to me frequently to need all the precaution I could 
adopt, in order to guard against the cold at night, even when 
the heat of the preceding day had been as greatas could well 
be borne. 

The following case will illustrate the nature of these varia- 
tions ; though I ought to say that very possibly the change 
was the greater in this instance, because several snow-capped 
mountains were so near as to be within sight. I spent the 
night of the fourteenth of May on the banks of the Litany, 
the ancient Leontes, which drains the southern part of the 
magnificent plain between Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon. It is 
certain that whatever effect the vicinity of masses of snow may 
have on the temperature by night, when the sun is withdrawn, 
the heat by day is not sensibly affected by that circumstance. 
We had been obliged to halt some hours earlier than usual, in 
order to avoid the exposure of riding under a scorching sun. 
The heat, which had been sufficiently inconvenient on the 
mountains, became doubly oppressive on descending into the 
plain. A little after mid-day, therefore, we encamped at the 
bridge near El-Merj, grateful for the sight of a cooling stream, 
and for an opportunity to screen ourselves beneath the shelter 
of a tent Yet the ensuing night was decidedly cold; we 
passed, in a few hours, from the midst of summer to the verge 
of winter. On resuming the journey the next morning, be- 
tween four and five o'clock, I found the protection of an addi- 
tionid garment necessary, and was obliged to ride rapidly to 
keep from being chilled. Notwithstanding these precautions, 
my fingers, ere long, were so benumbed that I could hardly 
grasp the reins. This continued till the sun at length began 
to dart his beams over the summits of Anti-Lebanon, as we 
turned out of the plain into Wady Huriry. The cold then 
rapidly abated, the additional garment became unnecessary, 
and, before many hours, a tide of heat was pouring down upon 
us which renewed fully the experience of the "^leo^m^ ^i. 
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It must be confessed that a fiequent exposure to such mssv 
tudes by day and night would famish a good claim to a gener- 
ous requital for labours attended with such hardship. 

The climate in the valley of the Jordan is warmer than in 
any other part of Palestine; but here, too, the days and 
nights are veiy unequal in this respect In the aftemoon 
of May the fourth, my tent was pitched on the shore of the 
Lake of Tiberias. The thermometer, which was down to teak- 
perate at sunrise the next morning, rose about twenty degreei 
in two hours. A comparison with an earlier hour would han 
showed a still greater change. 
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One of the weeks which I spent at Jerusalem was tiie one 
corresponding with that in which the Saviour was apprehended 
and put to death. The week of the crucifixion was the week 
of the Passover, which fell near the end of March, or the 
beginning of April. It is related that it was then so cold at 
night that the servants kindled a fire in the court of the high 
priest. It was there that Peter stood and warmed himself 
when he was recognised as a disciple, and was tempted to deny 
his Master. This incident of the fire characterizes the climate 
perfectly. The nights at Jerusalem, at this season of the 
year, are cool, though the days may be hot. The air, soon 
after sun-down, becomes chilly, and, under the open sky, a 
person who regarded his convenience would need still either to 
increase his raiment or to have recourse to a fire. 

The Bvangelist John (xviiL 18) states that the fire which the 
servants kindled on that occasion was made of ooak. Thii 
notice, too, which drops so incidentally from the writer, (the 
other Evangelists omit it), tallies with the customs of the 
country. Coal is one of the articles of fuel which the pe(^ 
at Jerusalem use at the present day. It is made, in part, »p 
Dr. Tobler,^ of pine wood, obtained in the region of Hebroo. 
The Greek word employed in this case denotes charnoal, or 
coal made from wood. 

* DenkbUUter aos Jenualem (1868), p. 160. 
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.' THE HISHT OF THE BETBATAL. 

8iiiDe ihe Jewish PassoYer began fourteen days after the 
ippearanoe of the new moon, the moon must have been at the 
tall at the time of the crucifixion. I do not recollect that the 
iky was overcast with a single cloud on any one of the evenings 
of the hdy week, at the beginning of April, 1852. Although, 
st that season of the year, the latter lain has not wholly ceased. 
It is so nearly past that a cloudy night is much less apt to 
Nseiir than one entirely clear. 1 can never forget the interest 
irith which 1 repaired, on some of those nights, to the roof oi 
the house where I lodged at Jerusalem. The city lay disclosed 
bo view, under the beams of a bright moonlight, almost with 
the distinctness of an early twilight. Not a cloud or vapour 
passed over the face of the sky. The towering form of Olivet 
iras visible at a little distance, across the valley of the Eedron, 
on the east StUl nearer, at the base of the mount, was 
Qetiisemane, even more silent at those hours than when the 
foioe of the Sufferer was heard, saying, *' Not my will, but 
khine be done." 

It was on such a night, beyond doubt, that the scenes took 
place which resulted in the Saviour's death. The lines oif 
WattSj so fjEuniliar to every ear, 

" Twas on that dark, that doleftil night, 
When powers of earth and hell arose,** 

sogKest, indeed, a fit time, in point of moral congruity, for 
thPbetrayal and the apprehension ; but, in all probability, 
the night externally was one of the loveliest which the circle 
,of the year affords. His pursuers, it \a true, carried with them 
^ lanterns and torches ;" but they would need these, even in a 
clear night, and under a brilliant moon, because the western 
.■de of Olivet abounds in deserted tombs and caves, and. 
Instead of a voluntary surrender on his part, they had reason 
to suppose that he would endeavour to escape, or secrete 
luiDself. Soldiers (some of the Roman cohort took part in the 
^prehension) would be likely to think of that possibility, 
nd to provide for it. 
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OBJECnOV OP GIBBON AHD 0THEB8. 

An impression prevails somewhat extensively that Palestine 
is no longer distinguished for the fertility which the sacred 
writers ascribe to that country. The question has been asked 
me again and again whether I found my expectations in thrt 
respect realized ; whether the disparaging remarks of certain 
travellers, in regard to fbe character of the soil, have any 
proper foundation. Some, taking it for granted that the 
praises which the Bible bestows on the promised land, as so 
remarkably rich and fertile, will not apply to its present state, 
would account for the change as the effect of a special ordinance 
of Heaven ; they suppose that a curse rests upon it on account 
of the apostacy of the Jews, causing the needed rains to be 
withheld, and destroying the productive energy of the schL 
Others, less concerned for the truth of the sacred writers, allegB 
that the fsucta in the case discredit their testimony ; that thej 
must have made a false or exaggerated statement. Gibbon 
speaks of Palestine as a territory scarcely superior to Wales, 
either in fertility or extent.* He employs this compariaoD, 
no doubt, says M. Guizot, with the intention of attacking the 
authority of the Bible. Voltaire indulged in sarcasm on tbe 
same subject. As my journey fell within a part of the year 
when one has a good opportunity to judge of the na^inl 
advantages of the country, it may be proper for me to devote a 
few words to this objection. 

SOUBCES OP THE EBBOB. 

It is not difficult to account for the origin of the adveno 
representation under remark, and the best way to show how 
for it is fix)m justifying any impeachment of the truth of Scrq^ 
ture may be, perhaps, to trace the error to its sources. Some 
misinterpret the import of the expressions used on this sobject 
One of the most common of these, and probably the strongest 
is that which so often describes the land of promise m flowing 
iffkh milk and honey. But this is a proverbial way of speaking, 

* See Note In Mnman's edition of tbe Decline and Fall of tbo 
Ewpln, (PaiiSf 1840), voL L p. 32. 
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and asserts only that the country has eminent advantages for 
the purpose of agriculture and pasturage. It does not ascribe 
to it every excellence, nor an absolute superiority to all othar 
landa in any one respect Yet, not a few entertain this 
exaggerated idea of the meaning. All that the language 
properly implies is emphatically true. The flocks and herds 
of Palestine are still numerous, and, with suitable care, might 
be increased to ahnost any extent The Syrian sheep are 
inferior to no others in the world. During the wars in the 
earlty part of this century the European nations sent to that 
region for their supplies, in part, for subsisting their armies. 
It has been judged that a single plain, that of Esdraelon, 
between the hills of Samaria on the south, and the last ridges 
of Lebanon on the north, would yield grain enough, if properly 
cultivated, to support the entire population at present within 
the ancient limits of the Holy Land. Honey is abundant, and 
the T^ietation necessary for producing it thrives on every hand. 
^'I'peroeived in many places," says Maundrell, **a smell of 
honey and wax as strong as if one had been in an apiary." 
The fig-trees and olives rival those of the most fitvoured climes, 
and the few vines suffered to grow (for the religion of the 
Hdiammedans forbids the use of wine) show a luxuriance 
unsurpassed elsewhere. Such facts vindicate entirely the 
truthfulness of the Scripture statement No expectations 
which they do not fulfil are warranted by the language of the 
sacred writers; and, certainly, no other exx>ectatious should 
be taken as the standard of comparison in judging of the 
accuracy of those writers. 

Certain travellers have given undue prominence to the 
deficiencies of the country, as compared with its advantages. 
Every land has its sterile parts as well as its productive ones. 
Even Sicily, though fertile even to a proverb, has its wastes. 
Palestine forms no exception to this geographical law. The 
r^on around Jerusalem, in particular, exhibits an impressively 
wild and fc»rbidding appearance. Not a few writers single out 
such places and describe them at length, without giving any 
distinct account of the very difierent character of the rest of 
the country; and the consequence is that their readers are 
mided— have a distorted picture presented to them. Or they 
Tisit the East after the heat of summer baa amN^\ -vX^sscl 
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the harvests have beeo gathered, the streams are dried xs^ 
and the earth seems almost as destitute of yerdure as if a 
raging fire had swept over it. It is obyious that the descrip- 
tions of writers who confine themselves chiefly to that aqMct 
of the country must make a wrong impression. 

Another source of error has been that some have misimder- 
stood the proper signs or conditions of fertility in the East It 
is not safe to make our western ideas, in that respect, the rule 
of judgment there. It is necessary to take into account the 
different nature of many of the productions, and the difierent 
circumstances under which they flourish. Among us, for 
'instance, a stony soil is generally unproductive, and hilLi 
which consist mainly of solid rock are useless for coltivar 
tion. It is otherwise in Palestine. The stones there, whidi 
cover to such an extent the surface of the ground, are of the 
limestone species, and, being easily broken up by the hairow, 
or crumbling to pieces of themselves, improve the soil, and 
become a source of positive wealth to the husbandman. The 
hills, too, rocky and bleak as they are in appearance, fibvoar 
the growth of some of the choicest products of the East The 
olive, in particular, applied to so many uses of life, and so 
profitable as an article of commerce, appears to flourish best 
in such places, though the soil seems hardly deep enough to 
cover its roots. Job (xxix. 6) refers very possibly to this fiEtel 
when he speaks of the rock as pouring out for him rivers of 
oil. Vineyards, too, were anciently planted on the sides of 
the mountains.; terraces, for collecting the slight earth re- 
quired for the purpose, were easily constructed out of the soft 
limestone, and not seldom existed natiurally, in consequence 
of the regularity of the strata ; so that once vines, with their 
luxuriant verdure and rich fruit, covered the hills from top to 
bottom, where nothing meets the eye at present but naked 
rocks, and the reflection of a glaring sunlight. It is a nre 
thing to pass a mountain, even in the wild parts of Judea, 
which does not show that, it was formerly terraced, and made 
to flow with oil and wine, though it may exhibit now as perfect 
an image of dreariness and unproductiveness as can well be ima- 
gined. It is not strange, under these circumstances, that some 
travellers have been misled by a superficial view of the country, 
and have thus spoken un&vourably of its natural advantages. 
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AnoUier mistake which some commit, is, that they M to 
distinguish between the micultiyated state of Palestine at 
present and its natoral condition. Its present state results, 
in a great measure, from the neglect and inefficiency of the 
inhabitants. The Turkish rule, so unfriendly everywhere to 
a spirit of industry and enteiprise, has wrought out its bad 
eflfects <m the largest scale in the Holy Land. Property is 
insecure ; taxation oppressive ; the government monopolizes 
the best portions of the soil ; and, so far as regards the bulk 
of the people, the ordinary motives to effort, and the acquisi- 
tion of property, have, to a great extent, lost their power. It 
is a common saying there, that the more a farmer raises, the 
pooier he becomes. It is not difficult to explain this paradox. 
The government not only lays daim to a liberal proportion 
of all thai is produced, but asserts the right of deciding how 
much that is, and of receiving its revenue, not in kind, but 
in money; so that the husbandman, in order to satisfy the 
wants or rapacity of the ruler, must often pay for more than 
he has raised, and, at the same time, transport what he has, 
at great expense, to a distant market, to enable him to obtain 
the money exacted by the government Such a system would 
impoverioii and beggar any country on the eartlu The effect 
of it in Syria is, that la^e tracts, fitted by nature to con- 
tribute freely to human sustenance, lie entirely waste. Briers 
and thorns grow like forests, where ample luu-vests might be 
reaped with veiy little labour. Only a few patches are cul- 
tivated here and there on the great plain of Esdraelon, and 
yet, as I have said, it might serve as the granary of the East ; 
the rest is overrun with weeds, or turned into a quagmire. 
The same remark, essentially, may be made in regard to 
other fertile districts. It must be very incorrect, therefore, to 
judge of the natural resources of Palestine from what appears 
thete now. Human industry must co-operate always with 
nature, in order to develope the evidences of fertility and 
abundance ; it is the failure of that condition which has made 
the difference between the ancient home of the Hebrews as 
it is and as it was once, and might still be. 
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TESTIHONT OP TSAYELLEBS. 

Finally, those who would impugn the truth of Scripture, on 
the ground alluded to, follow a one-sided view of the tes- 
timony of travellers on this subject Not many of them make 
an unfaYOurable report of the soil and climate. The grest* 
majority of them concur in representing the countiy as de- 
serving entirely the commendation which it has received. I 
subjoin a few testimonies to this effect, showing the geneal 
impression which a personal survey has made on most of 
those who have enjoyed that advantage. Josephus, who 
was bom there, remarks that the whole of Galilee was ridi, 
abounding in pastures planted with various kinds of trees, 
while Samaria and Judea were abundant in their agricaltii- 
ral productions. Palestine was well known to the Romans* 
Tacitus, though he himself never visited the East, repreflentl 
the opinion of his countiymen as confirming this eulogistic 
description. Maundrell says^ that ** it is obvious to an ob- 
server that the rocks and hills must have been andentlj 
covered with earth, and cultivated, and made to contribute to 
the maintenance of the inhabitants, " even more, in foct, than 
if the countiy had been level ; because ** an uneven sui&oe 
affords a much larger space for cultivation." Shaw saysyf 
'* The Holy Land, were it as well inhabited and cultivated ss 
formerly, would still be as fruitful. The soil is ricL The 
barrenness, of which some complain, proceeds from the indo- 
lence of the inhabitants ; otherwise the land is a good land, 
and capable of affording supplies of com and oil as liberally ss 
in the time of Solomon." Mr. Jowett states, as the result 
of his remarks, that there is no fak reason for pronoundng 
the land natuially unproductive ; that under a good govern- 
ment it would again literally j^Tott; vnth milk and honey; that 
the plains, the valleys, and the upland slopes, would yield com 
for man, and pasturage for innumerable flocks and herds." { 
Speaking of the plain of Jericho, Dr. Robinson says,! "It 
is certainly one of the richest in the world ; ei^oying all the 

* Jonrney from Aleppo to Jerusalem, p. 6& 

t TrarelB In Barbary and the Levant, roL U. p. 189. 

t Christian Researches in the Holy Land (Boston, 1836), p. S96L 

9 BibUcal Besearches, toL iL p. 801 
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mna like the hOI-countiy, and susceptible, besides, of nnli- 
mited irrigation from copious fountains. Water is every- 
where abundant ; the climate propitious ; the nature of the 
■oil fertility itself; nothing, in short, is wanting but the hand 
of man to till the ground." 

YALCE7 OP UBTAS. 

To the general statements which have been made, it may 
sot be superfluous to add a particular example. The valley 
of Urtas, the ancient Etam, is near the Pools of Solomon, 
not fiur from Bethlehem. It is a somewhat extended, narrow 
Wady^ between opposite hills, which rise up like walls of 
rock, in some places five hun<ked feet high. A part of the 
enclosed valley has been cultivated for a long time under the 
mperrision of the Greek oonmiunity at Jerusalem. Another 
part lay unimproved till recentiy; the natives had forsaken 
it, and it had fallen into such neglect as to seem to be utterly 
sterile and useless. A few years ago, Mr. Meshullam, a con- 
yerted Jew, at the head of a small agricultural colony, took 
possession of this apparentiy barren tract, and attempted to 
reclaim and cultivate it. He removed the rubbish which 
choked up the soil, cleared out a spring that had almost dis- 
i^peared, and obtained from it a supply of water sufficient 
for inigating a great part of the valley. The scene is now 
dianged. Fields of grain, when I was there, on the nine- 
teenth and twentieth of April, were growing along the bot- 
tom of the Wady. Fruit-trees were coming forward, with 
eveiy appearance of thrift and vigour. Mr. Meshullam told 
me, as an instance of the fertility of the land and climate, 
that he put a peach-^tone into the ground in autumn and 
obtained fiiut from it the same year. In addition to the pro- 
per products of the East, he has introduced the cultivation of 
some of our most useful vegetables, and with entire success. 
He says that five different crops of vegetables, that come on 
one after another, may be raised on the same field. Nor are 
the sides of those rocky hills to be neglected. They furnish, 
he assured me, the best possible situation for planting vines ; 
and he was designing, the next year, to buUd a row of terraces 
from the top to the bottom of them, for the cultivation of 
grapes. All this has taken place in a spol IbaAi wo\}\^ \^ <:kk1'- 
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sidered inferior to many parts of the country. What, then, 
must it have been in its palmy days! What an aspect k 
beauty and abundance must have greeted the eye when the 
hand of culture was put forth everywhere to improve and 
adorn it ! What would such a soil and such a climate deny 
to an industry enjoying the protection of a stable and Judi- 
cious government ? Neglected as the country now is, many a 
scene passed under my eye, to which I could apply still the 
words of the Psalmist : — 

** Thoa (0 God) visitest fhe earth and earicliert it; 
Thoa dost abundantly enrich it; 
The river of God is Aill of water. 

Thou providest their com when thoa hast so prepared It (fhe earthO 
Her forrows thoa dost water. 
Thoa dost level her ridges; 

With large drops of rain thoa dost cause the earth to flow 
Her springing thou dost bless. 
Thoa crownest the year with thy goodness, 
And thy paths drop fiitnes& 
They drop fatness on the pastures of the wildemesSi 
And with rejoicing the hills gird themselves. 
Clothed are the pastures with flocks, 
And the valleys are covered over with com; 
They shout for joy; yea, they sing."* 

* I have availed myself of a translation of this passage firom the pen of the 1^ 
mented B. B. Edwards, late Professor in the Theological Seminary at Andofcr. 
I cannot write his name without emotions of sad but tender interest The jour- 
ney to which these pages relate was one which we had planned to ezecote 
together; it had been the subject of many conversations between as, and of 
long cherished desire on both sides. How much more useftil and deligfatfkil 
would it have been in the society of such a friend ! His fiifling health obDjted 
him to relinquish the undertaking at the last moment, thoogh not withoots 
hope that he should live to accomplish it at a fhture time. It waa othenrfia 
appointed. It was my privilege to receive a letter fh)m him, just betee 
leaving the Holy^Land, in which, with a touching allusion to his di aapp otat' 
ment, he requested that, "as I plucked a leaf or gathered a flower here Md 
there, I would lay aside one, also, for him;" and in a week firom that timih 
on arriving at Smyrna, I heard that he had been called away to his rest tai 
heaven. He died at Athens, in Georgia, on the 20th of April 186i. Tbe 
impression of his character, so nnique in its combination of modei^ Md 
sterling worth, and of his various intellectual endowments and attaimneBfii 
will never be forgotten by those who knew him. The Memoir of hia lift aaA 
Labours, so worthily prepared by his friend and colleagae, the Rer. Dr. 
Park, will cause him to be remembered in fhture times. He waa so half 
associated with all my anticipations of eastern travel, and waa so oonataatity 
present with me in thought during the journey, tliat I have desired, not far 
his sake, but mine, to record his name on the pages of this humble meamlal 
of oar common enterprise. 



OBAnrms of watib. 09 

CHAPTER IV. 
iOMCUlTURB, ITS OPERATIONS AND IMPLEMENTS. 



TUBHnra the bivebs op wateb. 

Just before leaying the cultivated part of Egypt, we halted 
one day in the vicinity of some gardens of vegetables, through 
which the water was conveyed by means of little channels 
or trenches, two or three inches deep. They could be formed 
in the soft earth very easily and expeditiously; and were 
earned in this direction or that, as the wants of the plantation 
zequired. Thus the gardener had the streams which flowed 
in these trenches entirely under his control, and could turn 
them this way or that, as he pleased. It was this mode of 
irrigation, no doubt, which gave rise to the comparison in 
Proverbs xxL 1 : " As the rivers," or, more properly, ** chan- 
nels of water, so is the heart of the king in the hand of Jeho- 
vah ; he tumeth it whithersoever he will." 

WATEBOTG WITH THE FOOT. 

I watched attentively to observe whether the gardener used 
his foot, in any instance, for the purpose of breaking down 
the edges of the trenches, when he wished to change the 
direction of the current. He did not, however, as far as I 
noticed, resort to that expedient (he employed a light hoe) ; 
though it was obvious that he could have done so with entire 
ease, and I cannot doubt that it is a common mode of accom- 
plising the object. Several writers speak of having seen the 
water conducted thus from one channel to another, under the 
guidance of the foot of the husbandman. Thus Dr. Shaw 
says,* that the Egyptians plant their various sorts of pulse in 
rills, and that when they water them, " they stand ready, as- 
occasion requires, to stop and divert the torrent, by turning- 

• Travels in fiarfiary and the Levaat, toL \i. p. ^Ql. 
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the earth against it with the foot, and opening, at the t 
time, with a mattock, a new track to receive it." This pno- 
tioe may be the one to which allusion is made in Deuteronomy 
3cL 10, where the subject of remark is the compaiatiye supe- 
riority of Palestine to Egypt " The land whither thou goest 
to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came 
out, where thou sowest thy seed and waterest it with thy foot 
as a garden of herbs ; but is a land of hills and yalleys, and 
drinketh water of the rain of heaven." The passage does not 
refer necessarily to the original sources of obtaining water, as 
some have said, but to the supply being so insufficient as to 
oblige the Egyptians to use the most painstaking economy m 
applying the water which they had. 

But many prefer a different explanation of the phnae, 
"watering with the foot." Cruden states it as follows ^^* 
*' A wheel is employed, which a man turns with the motion of 
his feet, by ascending successively the several steps which are 
attached to it But, since while he is thus turning the wheel 
he cannot preserve bis position, he holds a stay in his handa^ 
which is not moveable, and thus supports himsell So that 
in this work the hands do the office of the feet, and the lee( 
that of the hands ; since the hands, which should act, are aft 
rest, and the feet, which should be at rest, are in action, and 
give motion to the wheel" Philo describes such a wheel, and 
some modem travellers speak of its continued use in BgypL 
Niebuhrf gives a drawing of a machine very similar to it, hot 
says that he saw only one in Egypt, though he afterward 
found it common in India. I do not recollect to have seen it 
Wheels for raising the water of the Nile are very common, hot 
turned generally by oxen or camels. Mr. Lane, in his woik 
on the Modem Egyptians, speaks at some length of the difta^ 
ent ways of raising water, but says nothing of the foot-wheeL 

THE EASTEBV FLDITGH. 

This article is differently made from what is costcnnaiy 
among us. It is lightly built, and oonstracted with the least 

• C!oneordance, under the word ** Foot'* 

t Beachreibong nach Anblen, ^^ voL L p. 14& 
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possible oatlaj of skill or expense. It consists of two poles, 
which crass each other at the ends near the ground. The pole 
tonied towards the oxen is fastened to the yoke, and draws 
the implement; the one turned towards the driver serves, at 
one extremity, as a ploughshare, and at the other as a handle. 
I fint saw this plough in use in the neighbourhood of Gaza, 
the coontiy of the Philistines. I often saw the peasants 
fareaking up the soil, and always with a plough having but 
one handle. The fashion of it recalled to my mind the manner 
in whidi the Saviour has expressed himself in reference to 
the inconstant, faithless disciple. " No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of heaven." (Luke ix. 62). It was interesting to remark this 
instance of exact conformity to oriental habits. Had the 
plough in that country been made as ours is made, the lan- 
guage would have been, " No man, having put his hands to 
the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
heayen." A learned commentator, uninformed in regard to 
this point, would be apt to talk of a grammatical figure here, 
of an exchange of the plural for the singular, for the sake of a 
more definite expression. Some diversity in the construction 
of the plough may be expected to be foimd in different parts 
of the land ; but the prevailing form, as I infer both from 
what I observed and from the testimony of others, is that de- 
scribed above. 

As the soil is generally thin, and the plough so light, the 
machine glides rapidly over the surface; and, unless the 
labourer, therefore, keeps his eye fixed on it, the plough is 
liable to slip aside, without breaking up the earth at alL The 
Saviour's illustration implies the necessity of such vigilance, 
and is founded on the circumstance here mentioned. The 
calling of the Christian requires singleness of aim, decision, 
perseverance ; and he who fails to exert these qualities, though 
ne may seem to have taken some of the first steps in the path 
to heaven, will never reach that blessed world. 

The plough is drawn by oxen, sometimes by camels, and, 
also, by cows and heifers. I saw all these animals employed, 
at different times, in this branch of agriculture. This use of 
heifers in ploughing is recognised as an ancient practice in 
Judges ziv. 18. 
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race to the other. No vineyards exist in that region at the 
present time. Dr. Chandler,* writing from Smyrna, speaks d 
a Trine-press which he saw there of a different fiuihion stilL 
*'The vintage had now began; the juice of the grapes was 
pressed out for the wine ; a man, with feet and legs bare, was 
treading the fruit in a kind of cistern, with a hole or y&ki 
near the bottom, and a vessel underneath to receive the 
liquor." 

Some of the most beautiful as well as sublime imagery of the 
sacred writers is derived from this sphere of rural life among 
the Hebrews. The following are some of the passages whidi 
exemplify this remark. Isaiah (IxiiL 1, sq.) says, with an 
allusion to those who tread the wine-press, and are stained 
with the juice of the grapes, 

" Who is this fhat cometh from Edom, 
With dyed garments from Bosrah? 
This that is glorioiis in h\i apparel, 
Travelling in the greatness of his strength?** 

The answer is, 

** It is I, who speak in righteousness, 
Mighty to save.** 

Again, the interrogator asks, 

Why is thy rahnent red. 

And thy garments like him who treads the wine-pressf** 

The answer is, 

" The wine-press trod I alone, 
And of the nations no one was with me; 
And I trod them in my anger. 
And trampled them in my ftuy; 
So that their blood was sprinkled on my gannenti^ 
And all my raiment I have stained.** 

The same prophet (xvi. 10) announces the fall of Moib 
thus: 

** Taken away is Joy and gladness from the garden. 
And in the vineyards shall they not sing nor rcijirfee. 
In the wine-presses the treader shall not tread; 
Hie vintage-shout I have hushed.** 



• Cited in Cohhin*s Oriental Blbla 
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Jemniali (zzy. 30) has in view the same festive scene : 

M H« ahaH rotr mifftatily against his habitation ; 
A yintage-cry, like that of grape>treadera, 
Shall he take up against all the inhabitants of the earth.** 

For another siniilar desmption see Jeremiah xlviii. 33. 
Language derived from the wine-press is applied often in a 
figurative manner. Thus, the pressing out of the blood-red 
juice of the grape denotes the slaiighter or punishment of the 
wicked. This is the origin of the awfiil representation in 
Bevektion xiv. 19, 20. The prophet Joel (iiL 13) had already 
expressed himself to the same effect : 

M Put forth the sickle; ibrxipe is the harvest 
Come, tread; ibr ftall is the press. 
Orerflowing are the TSts; for great is their wickedness." 



THKESEnrCK-ELOOBS. 

I was not in Palesime late enough to witness the act of 
threshing, hut, as I passed through the countiy, I had several 
places pointed out to me, saad to be used for that purpose. 
The threshing-floors are simply plots of ground in the open 
air, a few rods in extent, smoothed off and beaten bard. 
Sometimes a broad stone, projecting slightly above the ground, 
forms the area of the floor wholly or in part. The rocky 
bottom of the lower Pool of Gihon, on the west of Jerusalem, 
no longer employed as a reservoir, affords a convenient place 
for threshing, and, as I was told, in the time of harvest is 
^^lied to that use. The top or side -Of a hill is often preferred, 
for the iraipose of having the henefit of the wind. Most of the 
floors that fell under my notice were on high ground. On the 
plain of Akka I passed a singular mound, apparently artificial, 
supposed to have been thrown up there by the crusaders for 
military purposes. Those who cultivate the neighbouring 
fieldB resort thither to thresh their grain. The threshing-floor 
of Oman, the Jebusite, which David purchased for the erection 
of an altar, was on the summit of Mount Moriah. (1 Chronicles 
xxi. 15, sq.) Thai the Hehrews, like the present inhabitants 
d the East, left their floors imoovered, we learn incidentally 
from the account of Gideon's fleece. '' Behold," he said, <* I 
vin pnt a fleece of wool on the floor ; and if the- dew be iiscL^e 

H 
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fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth besideB, titen 
shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thoa 
hast said." (Judges vi. 37.) 



THSESHnrCh-KAGEINE. 

At Beirut I sought out a mechanic's shop, in order to see 
a threshing instrument, described to me as used generally in 
that part c€ Syria, and as similar to that of the andoit in- 
habitants. The fiume was composed of thick pieces of plank, 
turned up in front like our stone-sledge, and x>erforated with 
holes underneath for holding the teeth. The teeth consisted 
of pieces of sharp basaltic rock, about three inches long, and 
hardly less firm than iron itselfl This machine is drawn over 
the grain by horses or oxen, and serves, together with the 
trampling of the feet of the animals, to beat out the kernels 
and cut up the straw, preparatory to winnowing. It is to an 
instrument of this description that the prophet alludes^ when 
he says: ** Behold, I will make thee" (that is, the Jewish 
nation) *' as a new sharp threshing instrument, having teeth; 
thou shalt thresh the mountains and beat them small, and 
shalt make the hills as chaS." (Isaiah xlL 15.) The teeth were 
sometimes made of inm, as appears from Amos L 3. 

wiAAUWinG- SHOVEL. 

The modem Qreeks, in many of their customs, approadi 
nearer to the Oriental nations than to those of Westmi Eoropa 
Not far from the site of ancient Corinth, I passed a he^) of 
grain, which some labourers were employed in winnowingi 
They used, for throwing up the mingled wheat and chaffy s 
thre^-pronged wooden foric, having a handle three or foor feet 
long. Like this, no doubt, was the " fan," or winnowing 
shovel, which John the Baptist represents Christ as bemgy 
in token of the purifying power of his doctrine : '< Whose £hi 
is in his hand, and he shall thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into his gamer." See Matthew liL 12, and 
Luke iiL 17. Isaiah (xxx. 24) and Jeremiah (zv. 7) refer i0 
this implement Those who have been in Syria liOer intba 
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season say that sucli a fork is still used there for throwing up 
the grain against the wind, in separating it from the cha£ 



LODGES nr THE FIELDS. 

Booths or lodges are still seen in gardens or fields, under 
whidi the keeper sits to protect his firuits from the depreda- 
tion to which they are exposed from mischievous animals or 
thieves. I noticed them on different occasions. They are 
built of branches and leaves, interwoven so as to exclude the 
son, or of pieces of mat, thrown loosely over a low framework 
of poles. They are merely large enough to shelter a single 
person. During the part of the year when the fruits are 
ripening, and, consequently, are in most danger of being de- 
stroyed or stolen, it is customary to maintain a watch unin- 
terruptedly by day and night To see one of these miserable 
sheds, standing alone in the midst of a field, or on the margin 
of it, occupied by its solitaiy tenant, presents to the eye a 
striking image of dreariness and desolation. Hence the pro- 
phet Isaiah (L 8), when he would represent the territoiy of 
Judah as comparatively waste, depopulated, says that the 
land, ''the daughter of Zion, should be left as a lodge in a 
garden of cucumbers." It adds to the significance of the 
figure that the watcher is often a decrepit or aged person; 
since the employment requires but little exertion beyond that 
of giving the alarm in case of danger, and the more robust and 
active are needed for other labours. 

We have an allusion to the same subject in Job xxviL 16, sq. : 

" He bnildfl Iflce the mofch his house, 
And like the l>ooth which the watcher has made.'* 

This is said of the rich man, who has heaped up wealth by 
dishonest means ; the fabric which he rears on such a founda- 
ticm shall not endure ; his prosperity, like a booth that stands 
for a few brief months, shall soon pass away. 

** Thongh he heap up silver as dust, 
And proenre raiment as claj; 
He may procore it, but the jost shall wear It, 
And the innocent diyide the sUrer.** 
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WATCH-TOWEBS. 



The watch-towers have the same general object as the lodges, 
but are confjied chiefly to vineyards and orchards, and are 
built in a more substantial manner. They are so peculiar in 
i;heir appearance, that it appears to me strange, in looking 
back to the occurrence, that I did not recognize them at first 
sight. They«aught my attention first as I was approaching 
Bethlehem, from the south-east They appeared in almost 
every field within sight from that direction ; they were drcolar 
in shape, fifteen or twenty feet high, and, being built of stones, 
looked, at a distance, like a little forest of obelisks. I was 
perplexed for some time to decide what they were ; my. travel- 
ing companions were equally at fault Suddenly, in a lu<^ 
moment, the words crossed my mind, '* A certain man planted 
a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country." (Mark 
xii. 1.) This recollection cleared up the mystery. . There, 
before my eyes, stood the towers of which I had so often read 
and thought ; such as stood there when David led forth his 
flocks to the neighbouring pastures ; such as furnished to the 
sacred writers and the Saviour himself so many illustrations 
for enforcing what they taught 

- These towers are said to be sometimes square in form, as 
well as round, and as high as forty or fifty feet Those which 
I examined had a small door near the ground, and a level space 
on the top, where a man could sit and command a view of the 
plantation. I Afterwards saw a great many of these structures 
near Hebron, where the vine still flourishes in its ancient 
home; for there, probably, was Eshcol, whence the Hebrew 
spies returned to Joshua, with the cluster of grapes which they 
had gathered as evidence of the fertility of the land. Some of 
the towers here are so built as to serve as houses ; and, daring 
the vintage, it is said that the inhabitants of Hebron take up 
their abode in them in such numbers as to leave the town 
almost deserted. A passage in one of the Gospels shows that 
the erection of the tower involved often great expense. 
" Which of you," says Christ, " mtendiog to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first and counteth the cost, whether he have 
fuffident to finish it ?" To say of a man that " he began to 
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build, and was not able to finish," was equivalent to pronounc- 
ing him short-sighted, improvident, reckless* See Luke xiv. 
28-30. 

PARABLE 01 THE YIKETASDr 

Here at Hebron I waa strudL with the singular care with 
which the vine-dressers had picked out the stones jfrom the 
fields and heaped them up, so as to form an enclosure around 
the vineyards. The prophet Isaiah, in his parable of the vine- 
yard (v. 1, sq.), brings forward this circumstance as a trait of 
the ancient husbandry. The beautiful illustration which he 
employs includes so many particulars connected with the culti- 
vation of the vine among the Hebrews^ and still retained in 
the East, that 1 may be allowed to c^uote here so pertinent a 
passage. 

** My friend had a vineyard 
On the sommit of a firoitfiil hill; 
And he dag it np, and freed it from stones, 
And planted it with a noble vine ; 
And built a tower in the midst of it, 
And also hewed oat a wine-press in it ; 
And he expected that it woold bring forth grapes^ 
Bat it brought forth worthless ones. 

" Hear now, and I will make known to you 
What I purpose to do to my vineyard. 
I will take away its hedge, and it shall be devoured ; 
I will destroy its wall, and it shall be trodden down ; 
And I will make it a desolation. 
It shall not be pruned nor digged, 
But shaU grow up with thorns and briers." 



HEDGES. 

The vine-dresser, in the extract which precedes, threatens 
to " take away the hedge" which surrounded the unprofitable 
vineyard. I have not yet spoken of this mode of protection. 
In addition to a stone wall, or as a substitute for it, the Eastern 
vineyards have often a hedge of thorns around them. A com- 
mon plant for this purpose is the prickly pear, a species of 
cactus, which grows several feet high, and as thick as a man's 
body, armed with sharp thorns, and thus forming -an almost 
impervious defence, ^e Saviour speaks oi svMi\i «k\i%^"Si ^ 
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planted around the vineyard which was leased to the unjust 
husbandmen. (Mark xiL 1.) He refers to it, also, though less 
directly, in the parable of the supper : " The Lord said unto 
the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in ;" that is, Qo out into the more public ways, 
and the narrow paths which run between the hedges that sepa- 
rate the vineyards and gardens from one another. See Luke 
xiv. 23. 

THE A5CIEHT LABDKABE. 

In proceeding from Anata to Neby Samuil, places which I 
have mentioned already,* we left the beaten path and strode 
across the cultivated fields, for the purpose of shortening the 
distance. We encountered no obstruction in doing this; for 
though the gardens and vineyards are usually surrounded by 
a stone wall or hedge of prickly pear, the grain fields, on the 
contrary, though they belong to different proprietors, are not 
separated by any enclosure from each other. The boundary 
between them is indicated by heaps of small stones, or some- 
times by single upright stones, placed at intervals of a rod or 
more from each other. This is the ancient landmark of which 
we read in the Old Testament. The fields through which we 
passed at this time were divided off from each other in this 
manner. 

It is obvious that a dishonest man could remove these stones 
a few feet, without its being readily perceived, and thus enlarge 
his own field by encroaching on that of another. It is with 
reference to this species of dishonesty that Moses says (Deu- 
teronomy xxvii. 17), " Cursed be he that removeth his neigh- 
bour's landmark, and all the people shall say. Amen.*' So in 
Deuteronomy xix. 14, " Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour's 
boundary which they of old time have established ; " and in Pro- 
verbs xxii. 28, " Remove not the ancient landmark which thy 
fathers have set up." 

This mode of dividing one field from another explains, abo^ 
the peculiar phraseology in Ruth IL 3. It was the lot of Rath, 
it is said there, ** to light on a part of the field belonging to 

• See the 46th «ad 6lrt pages. 
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Boaz;" that is, it was an open, cultivated tract of country 
where she went to glean, and the particular part of it to which 
lier steps were directed was a part that belonged to her kinsman. 



SEED BT THE SOAD-SIDE. 

The ordinary roads or paths in the Sast lead often along the 
edge of the fields, which are unenclosed, as described in the last 
article. Hence, as the sower scatters his seed, some of it is 
liable to fiill beyond the ploughed portion, on the hard, beaten 
ground, which forms the way-side. This circumstance explains 
a trait in the parable of the sower, to which we have nothing 
corresponding in our usages. See Matthew xiiL 3, sq. : " A 
sower went forth to sow : and, as he sowed, some seeds fell by 
the way-side, and the fowls came and devoured them up." 
Hence, too, we find it related that on a certain Sabbath the 
Saviour and his disciples "passed through the corn-fields;*' 
not that they trampled down the grain, as the expression 
might suggest if understood according to our ideas, but that 
they followed one of those paths, which bounded the fields, 
where the grain stood within reach as they went along. 



OOHFLAIHTOF THE FHABISEES. 

The other inddent mentioned in the same connection, 
namely, that of their plucking the ears of wheat, rubbing out 
the kernels in their hands, and eating them (Luke vi. 1), is one 
which the traveller sees often at present who is in Palestine at 
the time of the gathering of the harvest. Dr. Robinson re- 
lates the following case : '* Our Arabs were an hungered, and, 
going into the fields, they plucked the ears of com and did eat, 
rubbing them in their hands. On being questioned, they said 
this was an old custom, and no one would speak against it ; 
they were supposed to be hungry, and it was allowed as a 
charity." * The Pharisees complained of the disciples for vio- 
lating the Sabbath, and not any rights of property. 

• l^Uical Reaerches, toL IL p. 10'2. 
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SHUinmra the public wats. 

The unenclosed state of the country rendering it posfflble to. 
move so easily from one place to another, to go, if I may so 
express it, almost anywhere, any way, recalls a statement in 
Judges y. 6, of which it illustrates the meaning. It is said 
that " in the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, the highways 
were unoccupied, and the travellers walked through byways.'* 
The times were times of anarchy and insecurity. Bobbers in-, 
fested the country. Those who had occasion to journey, in order 
to escape being waylaid and plundered, found, it necessary to 
shun the customary roads,, and pursue their way through the 
fields, where the absence of walls and fences enabled them to 
pass without special difficulty, whether on foot or with animaltL 

VMKBOW PATHS; 

In the vicinity of Beit Hanina, a village near Jerusalem, we 
passed through several narrow paths which lay between the 
stone walls enclosing the noble vineyards and orchards whidi 
exist there. We were obliged to advance in single file ; the 
space was hardly large enough to alloiw. the horse or donkey 
with his rider to proceed ; and even then some caution was 
needed to prevent the feet from being crushed against the pro- 
jecting stones. We were reminded ef Balaam^ adventure. 
It may have been in some such pass as this that the prophet 
found himself hedged up, where his mule could neither advanee 
nor turn aside,. because an unseen adversary obstructed his way. 
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CHAPTER V. 
GEOGRAPHICAL ACCURACY OF THE BIBLE. 

XJin>EB this title I propose to mention some instances in 
which the observations of the traveller in Palestine enable him 
to verify the accuracy of the sacred writers in the geographical 
notices and local allusions which occur on almost every page 
of the Bible. The subject is an extensive one, and admits of 
a limited illustration only within the compass of a work like 
the present I shall restrict myself to a few examples of an 
incidental character, which stand in some special relation to 
my own journey. 



VALUE OF SUCH ACCUSACT. 

Before entering on my immediate object here, I would pre- 
mise a remark or two respecting the value of this agreement 
between the Scriptures and the geography of the Holy Land, 
as a testimony to the truth of the Bible. B.egarded in the 
light of such testimony, it has both a negative and a positive 
side. It not only frees the Bible from a class of objections 
which might be and have been urged against its claims to 
veracity, but, in so far as the agreement can be shown to be 
obviously unstudied, incidental, it furnishes a direct proof of 
the truthful character of the sacred Word. 

The following supposition will illustrate this statement: 
We read in the book of Genesis that when Sodom and Gomor- 
rah were destroyed by fire from heaven, Abraham was dwell- 
ing in his tent by the oaks of Mamre, near Hebron. (Genesis 
xviii. 1.) On the morning after that awful catastrophe, it is 
said that " he looked toward" the site of those cities, " and 
all the land of the plain, and beheld, and lo, the smoke of the 
country went up as the smoke of a furnace." (Genesis xix. 28.) 
Suppose travellers now had returned from the East, saying 
that the region of the Dead Sea is not visible from the neigh- 
bourhood of Hebron, and that Abraham, theieioie, ^ioxA"^ 
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never have seen any rising smoke from that position, ivfaat a 
shock would this give to our confidence in the Bihle ! Eveiy 
one feels that such a representation, if tme, would encumber 
the Scriptures with a serious difficulty. If such errors are to 
be found in them, if the writers betray such ignorance ef the 
relative situation of the places which they mention, they would 
incur the suspicion of having recorded not &cts, but inventiout 
of their own, or mythic traditions in which they could no 
longer distinguish the true and the ffilse from each other. If 
convicted of mistakes here, who could resist the impieiaoa 
that they may be fallible also as religious teachers, and thos 
forfeit the character from which they claim their authori^ 
over the £uth and consciences of men? Hence, to show that 
objections of this nature have no proper foundation subflerres 
a two-fold purpose; it turns back one of the weapons with 
which opposers have assailed the truth of the Seriptores, and, 
at the same time, strengthens our confidence in them as authen- 
tic, reliable, and capable of receiving fresh confirmation from 
the results of all true progress in investigation and knowledge. 

I presented just now an imaginaiy case, for the purpose of 
illustration. I return to that to say that the geography ci the 
Pentateuch, so far from being involved in any oontradidaon 
by what is said of Abraham on the occasion referred to, is con- 
firmed entirely by the testimony of eye-witnesses. From the 
height which overlooks Hebron, where Abraham stood, as he 
beheld the proof that the guilty cities had perished, the ob- 
server at the present day has an extensive view spread oat 
before him towards the Bead Sea. The hills of Moab, slopmg 
down towards that sea on the east, and a part of Idumea, are 
all in sight A cloud of smoke rising from the plain would be 
visible to a person at Hebron now, and could have been, there- 
fore, to Abraham, as he looked toward Sodom on the moraing 
after its destruction by Jehovah. 

I pass now from these preliminary remarks to the pix^ 
subject of this chapter of the book. 

VOnCE 01 BETHEL 

I spent the night of the twenty-eighth of April at Beitin, 
the Bethel, in Jacob's history, where he saw the vision of tb* 
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ladder, with the angels ascending and descending upon it. 
This village is ahoat twelve miles north of Jerusalem. A 
brief notice is due to a place of so much interest. The village 
now there, which has succeeded to the ancient one, stands on 
the declivity of a hill which slopes towards the south. The 
highway which led from Judea to Galilee runs a little to the 
west, and a narrow vaUey, extremely fertile, lies on the east. 
Bethel is first mentioned in Genesis xii. 8. 

As Abraham stopped there once and again in his pastoral 
migrations, we may infer that he found the country well 
adapted to grazing purposes. It answers to that description 
fltilL I do not recollect to have seen anywhere so many herds 
of cattle, and of such fine appearance, as I saw in this particu- 
lar region. The basin of an immense reservoir still remains at 
tiie fi)ot of the hill ; the southern wall of which is quite per- 
fect, though the other parts are more or less broken or have 
disappeared.* No one can see tins ruin and doubt that it be- 
longs to an early Hebrew age ; for the size and peculiar shape 
of the stones afford decisive proof of such an origin. A small 
pool of water was standing at the east end of the reservoir, in 
which the frogs were croaking in a lively manner. Two living 
springs, also, issue from the ground, to which females from 
the village came down, from time to time, and filled their 
pitchers. The other ruins there are of a mixed character. 
Some have thought that they could distinguish among them 
the remains of churches and military towers built by the cru- 
saders, as well as single stones and heaps of rubbish, which 
may date back to Jewish times. 

PABTIHa OP ABBAHAH AlH) LOT. 

We encamped for the night within the enclosure of the old 
reservoir. It was my privilege on that evening to bow the 
knee, and invoke the protection of God, where Jacob of old 
lodged as a wayfarer, and vowed " that if God would be with 
him, and would keep him in the way that he should go, and 
cause him to come again to his father's house in peace, then 



* The dimensions of the tank are given as three hundred audfo\u:tft«ivfwi 
in length, and two hundred and seventeen feet in hreadUi. 



11(5 BCRlPTtJBB ILLUSTRATIONS. 



the* Lord should be his Gkxi," and he would serve him mora 
perfectly. (Genesis xxTiU. 16, gq.) While the men were 
putting up the tent, and preparing for the evemng meal I 
went to an eminence within sight, on the east, to examine tiie 
ruins of a fortress and a church, which are found there. From 
this height I had a distinct view of the Jordan over the toDS 
of the intervening hills, and could trace its course for some 
considerable distance, north and south, by means of the rich 
verdure which lined its margin on both sides. In one place I 
thought I could see a white foam or spmy, as tf the ameai 
was broken by some obstruction. In this opinion I was pro- 
bably correct, for Lieutenant Lynch, who floated down the 
Jordan, from the Lake of Galilee to the Dead Sea ascertained 
that the river, in its intermediate course, ruBhea over not 
fewer than twenty-seven violent rapids, in addition to manv 
others which are less predi^tous. ' 

As I stood surveying this scene, I must have been near the 
spot where Abraham and Lot parted from each other aan- 
lated in the tWrteenth chapter of Genesis. Abraham' it k 
said, on his return from Egypt, " pitched his tent bd^wem 
Bethel and Hai" This latter place can be sh^ T^ 
been m all probabihty near the modem I>eu' Biwan which 
was conspicuous from where I stood, a little to the south-eMt 
of Bcitin, or Bethel Hence my position here was « hpfw««, 
Bethel and Hai," which the sacred narrative desiinuit<»MtS 
place where Abraham encamped. We are told that thepof. 
sessions of the patriarch had become great • he << was ^ 
rich in cattle, in silver and in gold." go also Lot. "iS 
went with him, had flocks and herds and tents." Towocm. 
therefore, an ampler range of pasturage, and to put an^to 
the quarrels which had begun to arise between their lesnectiTe 
herdsmen, Abraham proposed to Lot that they shonldMBiP 
rate, and dwell in different parts of the lani Hear tte 
venerable Sheikh's magnanimous offer. ««ig ^^^^ ^^ ^j^ 
land before thee? Separate thyself; I pTa,y thee from me- if 
thou wilt take the loft hand, then I will go to the richt^if 
tlum depart to the right hand, then I will go to tiieW" 
Now follows the circumstance which shows how quietly but 
ri^niHy the narrative ac^usts itself to the external sitoat^ of 
tijt^jHtftioa. " And Loime^ ^^ ^ «s^ and beheld aU tfie 
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pbun of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere * * 
even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. Then 
Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed 
east ; and they separated themselves the one from the other." 
It is to be remarked now, that it is not by any means at every 
point not more remote from the Jordan than this eminence 
" between Bethel and Hai," that the traveller, as he pursues 
his journey northward, obtains a view of the river and its 
telds. Higher ground may intervene to cut off the prospect 
Then again, the appearance of the valley of the Jordan, where 
it comes into sight from some particular place, may be, not 
that of a fertile, inviting region, but unproductive, forbidding.* 
Just here, on the contrary, a little to the east of Bethel, the 
e^ rests at this moment upon exactly such a scene as Lot is 
represented as beholding when he selected '* the plain of the 
Jordan" as the place of his residence.f There is the river 
gleaming over the hill- tops; there are the broad meadows 
visible on either bank ; and the waving line of verdure which 
marks the course of the stream I cannot better describe than 
by saying, after the example of the sacred writer, that it re- 
minds one, though certainly much less imposing, of the rich 
fields fertilized by the Nile, as the beholder looks down upon 
them from the great pyramid near Oauro. The valley of the 
Jordan, as seen here, lies " east" from Bethel ; precisely the 
direction in which Lot moved, after making choice of that re- 
gion as his friture home. 

I cannot expect to excite in the reader's mind the interest 
which such an observation excited in my own. It may be 
necessary that one should stand on the spot and survey the 
landscape with his own eyes, in order to perceive the full 
effect of such a confirmation of the truth of the Bible ; but 
surely no one who has done so — who has traversed the country 
and observed how its minutest geographical features are re- 
flected back to us in the Scriptures — can doubt that the writers 



• As to the yarylng aspects of the valley of the Jordan, though in the 
main exceedloi^y fertile, the reader will And definite information in Lynch's 
aeooimt of his voyage from the Lake of Galilee to the Dead Sea. 

t The catastrophe of Sodom and Gomorrah altered the character of the 
soathera part of the valley; but there is no reason to suppose that it affected 
the put north of the Dead Sea. 
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the* Lord should be hiis God," and he would serve him mora, 
perfectly. (Genesis xxviii. 16, sq.) While the men were 
putting up the tent, and preparing for the evening meal, I 
went to an eminence within sight, on the east, to examine the 
ruins of a fortress and a church, which are found there. From 
this height I had a distinct view of the Jordan over the tq^ 
of the intervening hills, and could trace its course for some 
considerable distance, north and south, by means of the rich 
verdure which lined its margin on both sides. In one place I 
thought I could see a white foam or spray, as If the current 
was broken by some obstruction. In this opinion I was pro- 
bably correct, for Lieutenant Lynch, who floated down the 
Jordan, from the Lake of Galilee to the Dead Sea, ascertained 
that the river, in its intermediate course, rushes over not 
fewer than twenty-seven violent rapids, in addition to many 
others which are less predi»tous. 

As I stood surveying this scene, I must have been near the 
spot where Abraham and Lot pajrted from each other, as re- 
lated in the thirteenth chapter of Genesis. Abraham, it is 
said, on his return from Egypt, " pitched his tent betweea 
Bethel and Hai.'* This latter place can be shown to have 
been in all probability near the modem Deir Diwan, which 
was conspicuous from where I stood, a little to the south-east 
of Bcitin, or Bethel Hence my position here was " between 
Bethel and Hai," which the sacred narrative designates as the 
place where Abraham encamped. We are told that the pos- 
sessions of the patriarch had become great; he "was veiy 
rich in cattle, in silver and in gold." So also Lot, " who 
went with him, had flocks and herds and tenta" To procure, 
therefore, an ampler range of pasturage, and to put an end to 
the quarrels which had begun to arise between their respectiTO 
herdsmen, Abraham proposed to Lot that they should sqia- 
rate, and dwell in different parts of the land. Hear the 
venerable Sheikh's magnanimous offer. "Is not the whole 
land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me; if 
thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if 
thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the kft" 
Now follows the drcumstanoe which shows how quietly bat 
rigidly the narrative adjusts itself to the external situation of 
i^e parties, " And Lot lifted \io hia eyes and beheld all the 
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plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere ♦ * 
evien as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. Then 
Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed 
east ; and they separated themselves the one from the other." 
It is to be remarked now, that it is not by any means at every 
point not more remote from the Jordan than this eminence 
'' between Bethel and Hai," that the traveller, as he pursues 
his journey northward, obtains a view of the river and its 
fields. Higher ground may intervene to cut off the prospect. 
Then again, the appearance of the valley of the Jordan, where 
it comes into sight from some particular place, may be, not 
that of a fertile, inviting region, but unproductive, forbidding.* 
Just here, on the contraiy, a little to the east of Bethel, the 
eye rests at this moment upon exactly such a scene as Lot is 
represented as beholding when he selected '* the plain of the 
Jordan" as the place of his residence.f There is the river 
gleaming over the hill- tops; there are the broad meadows 
visible on either bank ; and the waving line of verdure which 
marks the course of the stream I cannot better describe than 
by saying, after the example of the sacred writer, that it re- 
minds one, though certainly much less imposing, of the rich 
fields fertilized by the Nile, as the beholder looks down upon 
them from the great pyramid near Cairo. The valley of the 
Jordan, as seen here, lies " east" firom Bethel ; precisely the 
direction in which Lot moved, after making choice of that re- 
gion as his future home. 

I cannot expect to excite in the reader's mind the interest 
which such an observation excited in my own. It may be 
neoessaiy that one should stand on the spot and survey the 
landscape with his own eyes, in order to perceive the full 
effect of such a confirmation of the truth of the Bible ; but 
surely no one who has done so— who has traversed the country 
and observed how its minutest geographical features are re- 
flected back to us in the Scriptures — can doubt that the writers 



* As to the Tsrying aspects of the valley of the Jordan, though in the 
main exceedlni^y fertile, the reader will find definite information in Lynch's 
aoconnt of his voyage fl-om the Lake of Galilee to the Dead Sea. 

t The catastrophe of Sodom and Gomorrah altered the character of the 
lontiieni part of the valley; but there la no reason to suppose that it affccced 
the put north of the Dead Sea. 
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lived amid the scenes which they describe, and have inter- 
woven in theur narratives so many accurate allusions to them, 
because truth, always consistent with itself, was their guide. 



BATTLE-HELD OF SAUL AJSn> THE PHIIJ8TIHE8. 

My pilgrimage brought me, in the forenocm of May firsts 
to Jenin, on the southern border of the plain of EsdraeloD. 
This village, having a population of some two thousand, may 
be the modem representative of En-Ganim, which existed 
at the time of the Hebrew conquest. (Joshua xix. 21 ; xxL 
29.) It is certainly the Ginaea of Josephus, who mentioDA 
it as one of the boundaries between Samaria and Galilee. 
Here we halted about two hours, under the shade of a wide- 
spreading mulberry-tree, by the side of a beautiful stream 
which flows westward through the plain, and swells the waten 
of the Kishon, near the sea. At noon, just as the muezan, 
or crier, was heard from the balcony of the minaret, caUing 
the faithful to prayers, we resumed our mardi, and launched 
forth upon the magnificent plain of Esdraelon or JezreeL* 
This plain stretches (leaving out of view some minor irre- 
gularities) from the Mediterranean, between Akka on the 
north and the head of Carmel on the south, across the ooontiy, 
with an average width of ten or twelve miles, to the river 
Jordan on the east. It forms a break down between the 
mountains of Lebanon on the north and those of Samaria on 
the south. It is, for the most part, quite level, irith only 
slight undulations here and there. Of its fertOitj I have 
already spoken in another place, f This plain has been a hd- 
tie-field of the most sanguinary dye from the days of Btnk 
to Napoleon, who, with a handful of Frendb, defeated hon a 
large Turkish army. Dr. Clark, the traveller, diserves in 
just, as well as beautiful, language, that " warrioiB out of 
every nation which is under heaven have pitched tlieir tents 
in the plain of Esdraelon, and have beheld l^e^ various bn- 
ners of their nations wet with the dews of Tabor aad cf 



* Jezreel is the Hebrew, Esdraelon the Greek, form of flM i 
f See on the 98d page. 



( 



ZLmJ ON SAITL AND JONATHAN. 119 

H€nnon."t An isolated ridge of rockj heights extends from 
the direction of the Jordan into this valley towards the west, 
which is the Qilboa of Scripture ; a name which David's 
tondiing el^;y on Saul and Jonathan will preserve for ever in 
the memoiy ol mankind. The words of the sad lament linger 
still upon our ears. 

** Ye moontains of Gilboal 
Let there be no dew nor rain nponyon, 
Kor fields of offerings; 

For there was cast away the diield of the mighty, 
The shidd of Sanl, as though he had not been anohited 
From the blood of the daln, from the flesh of the mighty. 
The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 
The sword of Saul returned not in rain. 

** Saul and Jonathan were krely and pleasant in their lirei^ 
And in their death they were not divided. 
They were swifter than eagles, 
They were stronger than liona 

** Danghters of Isradi! weep for them. 
How are the mighty ftUen in the midst of the battlel 
0, Jonathan! slain upon thy mountains 
Woe is me for thee— my brother Jonathan I 

'* How are the mighty fkllen ! 
And the we^>ons of war perished I ** 

The acooont of the hattle, which resulted in the death of 
the Hebrew king, not only mentions the general scene of the 
action, bat embraces the names of several places, which are 
introduced as sustaining not vague, but altogether definite, 
complicated relations to each other. If these places, now, can 
be identified still, and if the connections between them im- 
idied in the nanative are found to be entirely natural, and 
iyprq[Hriate to the events referred to them, may we not reason- 
ably adduce this agreement as a corroboration of the Scripture 
hist(H7? 

The following summary recapitulates the events as far as 
the presoit object requires. The combatants in the battle, 
which proved so disastrous to Saul, lay encamped, at first, the 
Isnielitcs on Gilboa, the Philistines at %unem. They appear 
subsequently to have changed their position ; the Israelites 
are said to have pitched their tents at a fountain near Jezreel, 

i Travels, Ac^ voL LL p. 489i 
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and the Philistines at Aphek. On the night before the battle 
Saul proceeded to Endor to consult a sorceress respecting the 
event of the approaching conflict ; it is implied that he re- 
joined his army after an absence of a few hours only. The 
final encounter took place on Gilboa, and the Philistines, who 
were the conquerers, having found the dead body of Saul 
among the slain, carried it to Bethshean, and hung it up on 
the walls of the city. All these places, now, if the narrative 
be true, must have been near each other ; must have been so 
situated as to admit of the rapid movements hither and thi- 
ther, which the complications of a battle involve, and some of 
them, at least, as we may presume, afforded to the parties cer- 
tain military advantages, leading them to select just these 
positions rather than others. The question arises, then. Does 
an inspection of the scene where the contest between Saul and 
the Philistines is said to have occurred verify these condi- 
tions ? Have the names of the places outlived the revolutions 
of so many ages, and does their present situation agree with the 
circumstajices under which the sacred writer has introduced 
them? 

I venture to affirm that a person who compares the Bible 
account of this battle with the region around Gilboa, has the 
same sort (if not degree) of evidence that the account relates 
what is true, .that a person would have that such battles as 
those of Saratoga, Yorktown, or Waterloo, really took place, 
who should compare the current histories of those adiieve- 
ments with the places where tkey were performed. Gilboa, 
as the name of a hamlet on the ridge of mountains anciently 
known under that appellation, as well as Jesreel, Shunem- 
Endor, Bethshean, are all found still bearing the same names.* 
They Ue almost within sight of each other. A person can start 
from any one of them and make the circuit of them all in a few 
hours. Aphek is the only one of the cluster not yet identi- 
fied. Jezreel is on the northern slope of Gilboa, and at the 
distance of twenty minutes to the east is a laige fountain, 
and a smaller one still nearer ; just the position which a 

• I make no account here of the dfghtly different form which the AnUk 
pTonnndatlon gives to some of the names; because the change is so triflinf 
as to leave no doubt that they are the places mentioned In Scriptam See 
the remarks on page 187, Sf. 
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chieftain would select, both on account of its elevation and 
the supply of water needed for his troops. Opposite to Jez> 
le^ across a narrow valley, on the side of a parallel ridge, 
is Shanemy where the Philistines could watch the movements 
of tiie enemy with great advantage. Again, a village, Endor, 
lies on the northern side of the same ridge ; so that Saul, 
leaving his camp at Jezreel, could steal his way, under cover 
of the night, across the intervening valley, and over the moder- 
ate summit which he would have to ascend, and then, after 
his consultation with the woman of Endor, could return to his 
forces without having been missed by any, except those in the 
secret. Finally, Bethshean, now Beisan, a little to the east, 
in the valley of the Jordan, visible, in fact, from Jezreel, must 
hare been, judging from its natural facilities, a strong place ; 
and hence, the Philistines, after the battle, would naturally 
take possession of such a town ; so that we find them en- 
trenched precisely where we might expect, when we read of 
their mutilating there the body of Saul, as a part of their bar- 
barous celebration of the victory. 

It is well known that some of the most celebrated battle 
fields of Qrecian and Roman history correspond, at present, 
but imperfectly with the descriptions of ancient writers. It 
is found to be impossible, beyond a very general outline, to 
ascertain the position, and to trace the movements, of the 
contending armies. The reason of this is, not that we have 
any special occasion to question the trustworthiness of the 
writers, but because, no doubt, villages which they mention 
have changed their names, or have entirely disappeared ; or 
because, in some instances, the convulsions of nature may 
have altered the course of streams, or disturbed the ancient 
demarcations between hills and valleys. Yet, Saul's last bat- 
tle-field remains to this day mapped out before us on the face 
of the country almost as distinctly as if what was done there 
had been a contemporary event ; though the Bible relates it 
of an age even more remote than that of the founding of RomCi 
of iHie later but a litile than the siege of Troy. 

SmiATIOV OF SAUffAUTA. 
This celebrated capital of the ten tribes was situated on a 
hill, rising abruptly from the bosom of a beanLtVLxiii ^?ii2^<^i \a 
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the height of some four hundred feet, and surrounded by a 
circle of hills still higher. A small Arab village hangs on the 
eastern brow of the eminence, called Sebustieh, a corruption 
of the Greek Sebaste, the name which Herod the Great gave 
to Samaria in honour of Augustus. 

I spent several hours, on the twenty-ninth of April, in ex- 
amining this interesting locality, and then crossed the moun- 
tains on the north of the valley, on my way to Nazareth. I 
was thinking, as I proceeded, of a passage in the book of 
Amos, and was anxious to know how strictly it was to be un- 
derstood. The prophet (Amos ill. 9, 10), by a bold poetic 
figure, summons the inhabitants of Ashdod and Egypt to 
assemble on the hills around Samaria, and to see with their 
own eyes the iniquity practised there. They are called upon 
as heathen to testify against the wickedness of the professed 
people of God, and to pronounce them deserving of the punish- 
ment which the prophet affirms that they are about to incur. 

" Pablish on the palaces* in Ashdod, 
And on the palaces in the land of Egypt, 
And say : 

* Assemble on the mountains of Samaria, 
And behold the great tnmolts in her midst^ 
And the of^ressions in her; * 

* For they know not how to do right,* 
Says Jehovah, 

* Who store np violence and pillage in their palaces.*** 

It will be observed that the heathen witnesses in this case 
are supposed to take their stand on the hills which surround 
Samaria, and to be able from that position to look down upon 
the city as exposed to their view below them. To what extent, 
now, is this representation figurative ? How fai does it con- 
form to the actual condition of the country? 

In my ascent of the mountains which I had to cross, I cast 
back an anxious eye, from time to time, to see whether I was 
rising above the level of the ancient Samaria, it was nofc 
long before I found myself off against the summit ; and then 
after this, as other heights still followed, I sooft had the 
pleasure of beholding the site of the once flourishing town 



* That is, on the rooft of them, whidi afforded the herald m 
place for being heard. SeeonthaiSdpo^ 
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Ijing below me; of feeling that I stood where I could fairly 
overlook, not only the valley, but the mount, which imparts 
to it so much beauty. I am sure that, had the ancient capital 
still crowned its summit, I could have looked into it, and seen 
the people in the streets, and distinguished their occupations. 

DISOOYEBT AT imTEVEH. 

We have a definite account of the origin of Samaria in the 
Old Testament. In the thirty-first year of Asa, king of Judah, 
'* hogfiOk Omri to reign over Israel ; and he bought the hill of 
Shemer, and built a city on the hill, which he called Samaria, 
after the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill." (1 Kings 
xvL 23, 24.) Mr. Layard, in his recent work on Nineveh,* 
mentions a &ct respecting Samaria, wonderfully corroborative 
of sacred history. Among the inscriptions on a tablet dug out 
of the ruins, he finds the city named as Beth Khumri, or 
Omri. As Samaria was built by Onui, it was entii-ely natural, 
and in accordance with an eastern custom, that it should be 
called after its founder, Beth Khumri, or the house of Omri 
It will be remembered that the Assyrians, whose capital was 
Nineveh, destroyed Samaria after a siege of three years, and 
carried the inhabitants into captivity. (2 Kings xvii. 5.) On 
the same monument Mr. Layard found the name of Hazael, 
whom Elijah was directed to anoint king of Syria. 

FBOFHECT FUIiFI^ED. 

The subject will justify our turning aside to notice the 
striking manner in which the fate of Samaria has fulfilled the 
truth of prophecy. Micah (L 6) foretold the doom of that city 
thus: 

** I wQl make Samaria as a stone heap In the field ; 
As places for the planting of vineyards ; 
And I wiU pear into the valley ber stones. 
And her foundations will I make bare.** 

A few miserable huts constitute the modem Sebustieh, on 
one side of the hilL A church of the crusaders, now crum* 



* Discoveries in the Bains of Nineveh and Ba\>y\oi^ -^ QiV%. 
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bling into rains, stands over the reputed grave of John the 
Baptist. Of the splendid edifices with which Herod the Qreat 
adorned his favourite city, three or four clusters of colomns, 
many of them broken, or half buried in the earth, are all that 
remains. The rest of the hill has been ploughed for centuries. 
Here and there may be seen a cleared spot, used as a thresh- 
ing-floor. The upper part of the hill terminates with a suc- 
cession of terraces, which I found to be covered with grain and 
fruit-trees. It has thus become " like a place for the planting 
of vineyards." In clearing the ground for cultivation, the 
stones, so abundant there from the destruction or decay of 
ancient buildings, have been picked out and thro¥ni into 
heaps. How exactly does the language which foretold this 
desolation describe it! The city '^ shall be like a stone-hei4> 
in the field !" Nor does the parallel between the prediction 
and the fulfilment end here. Stones, which belonged to the 
walls or houses, have rolled down the sides of the hill, or have 
been thrown over the brow of it, and lie scattered along the 
edge of the valley. 

" I will ponr Into the valley her stonea, 
And her foundations I will make bare.** 

We are not to regard such particularity as essential, by any 
means, to the truth of prophecy ; for minute descriptions are 
often employed in the Bible, which are designed to convey 
only general ideas. It is one of the laws of prophetic language, 
that it makes use of specific traits or incidents as a means of 
impressing the mind more strongly. Yet, the foregoing in- 
stance exemplifies a class of predictions which, in the mode of 
their fulfilment, go entirely beyond the substance of the pro- 
phet's meaning, which accomplish remarkably the form, as well 
as the reality, of the events foretold. 

OOUHTRT OF THE CkABABEHES. 

I spent a night and a part of two days in the vicinity of 
the Lake of Tiberias. My tent was pitched near the Hoi 
Baths, about a mile south of the town of Tiberias, and, con- 
sequently, near the south end of the lake. In looking acron 
the water to the other dde, I had before me the oountiy of 
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the Gadarenes, where the swine, impelled by an evil spirit, 
plunged into the sea. I was struck with a mark of accuracy 
in the saored writers, which had never occurred to me till then. 
Th^ state that *' the swine ran violently down the steep place 
or predpice" (the article being required by the Greek), " and 
were choked in the sea." It is implied here, first, that the 
hills in that region approach near the water ; and, secondly, 
that they fall off so abruptly along the shore, that it would be 
natural for a writer, familiar with that fact, to refer to it as 
well known. Both these implications are correct. A mass of 
rocky hills overlook the sea on that side, so near the water that 
one sees their dark outline reflected from its surface, while 
their sides are in general so steep, that a person familiar with 
the scenery would hardly think of speaking of a steep place or 
precipice, where so much of the coast forms but one continuous 
precipice. Our translators omit the definite article, and show, 
by this inadvertence, how naturally the more exact knowledge 
of the Evangelists influenced their language. 

ABTAHCE OF THE ASSTBIAHS. 

During my sojourn of a month at Jerusalem, I made several 
excursions into the neighbouring country. One of these em- 
braced a visit to Anata, Beit Ilanina, Neby Samuil, and 
other places. Leaving the Damascus gate about noon, we 
crossed the upper part of the valley of Jehoshaphat, and, 
pursuing a north-eastern course, with the Mount of Olives off 
to the right, arrived, after an hour and a half, at Anata, the 
birthplace of Jeremiah.''^ This village stands on a height 
which presents to the observer a wide prospect towards the 
north and north-east ; and among the towns within sight were 
Jeba and Er-Ram, names which identify them unquestionably 
with Gibeah and Rama ; while, a little further off, but not 
visible here, was Mukmas, which must be the same as Mich- 
mash. Thus, four of the places which Isaiah mentions (x. 28, 
gq.), in his description of the approach of the Assyrian army, 
aie found near each other, and north of Jerusalem ; occupying 
precisely the situation whdch the poet*s object in referring to 

• See the notice of this place on the 46ttii^ftc^ 
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them requires. He sees the enemy pouring down from the 
north ; they reach, at length, the neighbourhood of the de- 
voted city ; they take possession of one village after another ; 
while the inhabitants flee at their approach, and fill the country 
with cries of terror and distress. A more spirited sketch of a 
hostile invasion is not to be found in any writer. It must be 
read in the Hebrew in order to be fiiUy appreciated. 

" He comes to Ai, passes throagb Migroiif 
At Michmash deposits his "baggage; 
They cross the pass, Gebah is oar night-station ; 
Terrified is Ramah, Gibeah ef Saul flees. 
, Shriek with thy voice, daughter of Gallim ; 

Listen, Laish; ah, poor Anathoth! 
Madmenah escapes, dwellers in Gebim take flight* 
Yet this day he halts at Nob: 

He shakes his flst against the mount, daughter of Zlon*. 
The hill of Jerusalem." 

*' The pass or passage here, called * the passage of Mich* 
mash' in 1 Samuel ziii. 23, is, probably," says Dr. Robinson, 
" a steep, precipitous valley," which he crossed just before 
coming to the modem Mukhmas. Nob, a name which has 
perished, appears to have been the last station in their line of 
inarch, whence they could see Jerusalem, and whence they 
could be seen, as they " shook the fist" in proud derision of 
their enemies.t Standing there, in the presence of so many 
of the places which Isaiah has mentioned, it required but littte 
aid of the imagination to seem to see the moving forms ci 
warriors, as they spread themselves over hill and valley, and 
to hear their shouts of defiance, as they came on, impatient to 
begin and end the strife which, as they imagined, was to crown 
their enterprise with the possession of the holy dty. 

THE SCENEST OF SHECHEK. 

The great northern road from Jerusalem to Samaria and 
Galilee, which the Saviour sometimes followed, in his journeys 
from one province to another, led along the water-shed of the 

* The fUl idea, says Gesenius, is, that they hurry off to conceal tlieir 
treasures. 

t Nob was, not Improhably, on the northern ridge of Oliyet, whence the 
Inndera would obtain their first sight of Jerusalem. 
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hiUfl which fill up the country between the Mediterranean on 
the west, and the Talley of the Jordan on the east. A few 
honrs north of Bethel, which lay on this route (see Judges 
L 22), a valley suddenly opens upon the traveller among the 
hills, which, though not so extensive as Esdraelon or Sharon, 
is yet unsurpassed, in point of beauty and fertility, by any 
other r^on in the Holy Land. It is now called the Plain 
of Mukhna ; it runs very nearly north and south, and may be, 
on the average, ten or twelve miles in length, and a mile and 
a half in breadth. Few places offer so many points of Biblical 
interest as this. Towards the upper part of the plain the moun- 
tains which skirt its western side fall apart, leaving a somewhat 
narrow defile between them, where stands Nablus, the ancient 
Shechem or Sychar. A more lovely spot than that which 
greets the eye here it would be difficult to find in any land. 
Streams, which gush from perennial fountains, impart a bright 
and constant freshness to the vegetation. Fruit-trees of every 
kind known to the diraate flourish here abundantly. The deep 
verdure which clothes the gardens and orchards produces the 
more pleasing effect because it has its foil, so to speak, in the 
sterile aspect of the adjacent mountains. It is no wonder that 
the patriarchs were fond of pitching their tents here, and pas- 
turing their flocks on the neighbouring plain. Abraham, on 
his first arrival in the land of Canaan, " came unto the place 
of Shechem, unto the oaks of Moreh" (as the Hebrew should 
be rendered), so called after the name of the native sheikh or 
chieftain to whom they belonged, ((ienesis xii. 6.) Jacob, on 
his return from Mesopotamia, dwelt for a time near Shechem, 
and purchased a portion of land of the prince of the country. 
(Genesis xxxiii 18, sq.) This statement is wonderfully con- 
firmed by local evidence. It is said that Jacob, on that occa- 
sion, " came to Shalim, a city of Shechem, and pitched his 
tent before the city ; that is, according to a familiar Hebraism, 
to the east of it A village called Salim is found still on the 
opposite side of the plain, lying eastward, therefore, from 
Nablus, and having a just claim to be regarded as the ancient 
ShaliuL To this place, at a subsequent period, Jacob sent 
Joseph from Hebron, to inquire respecting the welfare of his 
brethren ; for they " had gone to feed their father's flock in 
Shechem." (Genesis xxxvii. 12, 14) Not finding t\\^\SL Wx^^ 
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it is said that he followed them to Bothan, whither they had 
gone to pasture their flocks, and where he was afterwards sold 
to the Midianites, as they passed that way from Gilead, beyond 
the Jordan, into Egypt. A Dothan, undoubtedly the same 
place, is still found at the distance of a few hours from Shecfaem. 
It lies not only in a rich plain, such as the sons of Jacob would 
naturally select, but on the road which leads at present from 
Beisan, one of the fords of the Jordan, to the plain of Sharon^ 
and thence to Egypt.* 

THE TOMB OF JOSEPH. 

The " parcel of ground which Jacob bought of Hamor*' 
(Joshua xxiv. 32), and " gave to his son Joseph" (John iv. B), 
must have been in this vicinity. A freehold on the rich plain 
of Mukhna would have been a patrimony worthy of sudi a 
father to a favourite son. *' The bones of Joseph were brought 
up out of Egypt," at the time of the exodus, and buried in this 
field at Shechem. (Joshua xxiv. 32.) The tomb whidi dis- 
tinguishes the traditionary grave of Joseph is still shown at 
the entrance of the valley of Nablus, a little to the right of the 
traveller's ordinary path. The present monument is built in 
the ordinary style of an eastern Welee, and is a place of resort, 
not only to Jews and Christians, but Mohammedans and Sa- 
maritans ; all of whom concur in the belief that it stands on 
the veritable spot where the patriarch was buried. I found the 
walls of the interior covered with the names of pilgrims, repre- 
senting almost every land and language ; though the Hebrew 
chaiucter was the most prominent one. It is not known that 
the ground under the tomb has ever been excavated. It is a 
reasonable supposition that there, or not far off, beneath the 
surface of that plain, the sarcophagus in which Joseph's body 
was put, after being embalmed in Egypt (Genesis L 26), and 
which was brought hither by the Israelites, may be concealed 
at the present time. The monument stands nearer the base 
of Ebal than of Gerizim, and, being surrounded by high trees, 
has an air of seclusion and repose well suited to the natural 
associations of the place. 

• See Asher's Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, roL U. p. 434 } and BIbU> 
otheca Sacra (1853), p. 122. 
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GSBIZnK AND t^t^at.. 

A mountain, the andcnt Gerizim, springing up to the height 
of about eight hundred feet, guards the entrance of the valley 
(m the left hand, and another, which is Ebal, nearly as high, 
stands on the right. It was on these heights that Joshua, in 
obedience to the command of Moses, assembled the tribes, 
soon after their arrival in the promised land, to utter respon- 
sively the blessings and curses of the law. Sec Deuteronomy 
xzviL 11, and Joshua viiL 33, 34 The hills are at such a 
distance from each other that it has been judged that the voices 
of the speakers, in a clear day, might have been heard distinctly 
from one summit to the other. It was from the top of Geiizim, 
in the rear of the town, where it is not so high as nearer to the 
plain, that Jotham delivered bis fable of the trees to the men 
of Shechem, to reprove them for their folly in making Abirae- 
lech king. (Judges ix. 1, sq.) The language of the account 
deserves notice. He " lifted up his voice," it is said, ** and 
cried" unto the men of Shechem. With such an exertion of 
the voice he could easily have been heai-d by the people of the 
city ; for the hill so overhangs the valley that a person from 
the side or summit would have no difhculty in speaking to 
listeners at the base. This fact refutes the objection that the 
statement in the book of Judges involves a physical impossi- 
bility. Later history mentions a case in which soldiers on the 
hill shouted to the people in the city, and endeavoured to 
instigate them to an insurrection. There is something about 
the elastic atmosphere of an eastern clime which causes it to 
transmit sound with wonderful celerity and distinctness. Geri- 
zim was the holy mount of the Samaritans (John iv. 20), where 
they built a temple, which they regarded as the true place of 
worship^ in opposition to the temple at Jerusalem. 

JACOB'S WELL. 

But that which gives to this locality its most sacred interest 
is the continued existence here of the well where our Saviour 
held his memorable conversation with the woman of Samaria. 
I have no doubt whatevei of the identification of this well ; 
the various local proofis which point to tVvaX s^\>) ^\A >^^ 



iniT fii "ti ti ! f if -die Trnffiarm, fonxdi m amount of testimony 
Tc^vesinf ^le gnesianii tw stTaBg:tobe set aside. The Saviour 
^Qff j tmrMnin r xt 1^ lame frna JoAea to Galilee (John iv. 4, 
ii^\. send. » be^vmeid limmg^ flimmi, would cross naturally 
iibe pibdB cf M lik^ma. It ww WKm-daj, ** the sixth hour," 
jmd. )ian^ ^voraed asid timstr, Ik sat down at the mouth of 
liie upbH Tber«. tod. I stt dinn, and taking the record of the 
"^ cxmacvs^ wn^ winch pB t ipeeded from his lips'* on that ooca- 
acoL Inadiu aoud die suxTJwaidiBg objects, not only with new 
imsros^ but with a n a cn^nia ii <€ the points of connection be- 
TWMD the nanasaiv a»d the cvtwaid sooie, which left on my 
smid no Qdoht that it w»s the plaoe where Jesus conversed 
wuh 1^ Samianui wvaaaa. Die w^ is near the western 
<eix!e<€ti)e jiiisnu jBst in fivtttofthecpeninghetween the hills 
whcsY Xahh2SL ihe ate «f Shechem, is situated. Before me, 
theB«^-ii«« as I sat there, w«b tiie town from which the pec^ 
came forth, en lite repoit cf the woman, to see and hear the 
pivpbet fcr themsieliw. Behind me were the fields, then 
wiTiiu: with graia, hot ai the eailier season oi the year when 
Chnsi was there, reoendy ploughed and sowed, which rendered 
his ilhistraxaoii so natxaal: "* lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields'* vi^erring to the people\ " for they are ripe already to 
hanresL*' My caix^aty to taste the water I could not gratafy, 
on acvxrant of the old difficulty; " the well is still deep, and 
thoe is nothing to draw with.*' I threw a stone into the mouth 
of it. and could hear it rumbling away in the distance, as it 
bounded fiom side to side, until it sank at last in the wattf at 
the bottom. It has been ascertained to be at least seventy-five 
feet deep, bcved throi^ the solid rock. ** In this mountain 
our fathers worshipped," said the woman, and the Jews say 
" that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.** 
How abrupt, how vague, is this refer^ce to a mountain, as it 
stands in the report of the conversation ! But it all becomes 
definite, intelligible, as we read the history on the spot. There 
is Gerizim just at hand, at which the woman pointed at the 
moment, or glanced with the eye, as she uttered these words. 
In short, John's narrative of the occurrence at the well fonns 
a picture, for which one sees that the perfect fiamework is 
provided, as he looks around him, in front of the hills which 
enclose the modem Nablus. 
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A choTch stood anciently over this spot so hallowed once by 
the presence of the Saviour. The common tradition supposes 
it to have been built by Helena, the mother of Oonstautine. 
It was erected certainly at an early period ; for Jerome, near 
the dose of the fourth century, in his sketch of Paul's pilgrim- 
age, says that she came to Shechem, and entered the church 
that stood over JacoVs well. The ground there is slightly ele- 
Tated, like a platform, showing the space which the edifice 
oocopied, and building stones lie scattered around, formerly 
wrought, no doubt, into its walls or foundations. The original 
mouth of the well is no longer visible on the outside ; a vaulted 
roof having been built over it, through which it is necessaiy to 
descend in order to reach the proper entrance of the excavation. 
The aperture is barely large enough to allow a person to crowd 
his body through it The neighbouring Arabs, ever on the 
watch to observe the approach of strangers, take care to keep 
a heavy stone over the opening, so as to obtain a reward for 
assisting to roll away the barricade. 

AS OBJECnOH HOTICED. 

The interest which every one must feel in identifying this 
well requires that a word should be said respecting an objection 
which some have uiged against the traditionary opinion. The 
olgection is that the true well must have been nearer to Sychar 
than the one pointed out as such, because fountains must have 
existed then, as now, close to the city, where the woman could 
have obtained water with much less difficulty. It deserves 
notice here (which those who allege this circumstance against 
the common view have generally overlooked), that the difficulty, 
if such it be, affects really not so much the identity of the place 
as the consistency of the sacred writer ; for whatever may have 
been the motive for the act, it is expressly stated that the woman 
did repair to a well for water where she knew that it would be 
difficult to obtain it (John iv. 11), and that, too, when other 
weUs of easier access must have been at hand. The following 
suggestions have been made with reference to the objection 
mentioned above ; they seem to me to do away entirely its 
fbroe. First, thougn the record may imply that the woman 
was well known in Sychar, it does not boj IVidXi ^<^ t^^^<^ 
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there ; she may have lived where she was nearer to JaooVs 
well than to any of the other wells of the city. Secondly, the 
fact that it was Jacob's well may haye given a value to tiie 
water in the eyes of the Samaritans, which made them anxious 
to obtain it occasionally, though at the cost of some consider- 
able trouble. Thirdly, the depth of the well may have ren- 
dered the water cooler than that of fountains nearer to the sur- 
face ; and, finally, Sychar probably extended further east to- 
wards the plain than the modem town, so that the greater dis- 
tance was trifling when the object was to obtain water so mudi 
valued. 

It has been deemed surprising that any one should ever have 
thought of boring a well to such a depth, through the solid 
rook, when there are so many natural fountains in the neigh- 
bourhood, which furnish an easy and abundant supply of water. 
Dr. Robinson urges this fact very properly, as showing that 
it must be Jacob's well, and, consequently, the one at which 
John places the interview between Christ and the Samaritan 
woman. " I can solve this difficulty," he says, " only by 
admitting that this is probably the actual well of the patriardi; 
and that it was dug by him in some connection with the pos- 
session of a ' parcel of ground' bought of Hamor, the fitthor of 
Shechem; which he gave to his son Joseph, and in whidi 
Joseph, and probably his brethren, were buried. The practioe 
of the patriarchs to dig wells is well known (Genesis xxi 25-30; 
xxvL 15, 18-32) ; and if Jacob's field, as it would seem, was 
here, before the mouth of the valley of Shechem, he mic^t 
prefer not to be dependent for water on fountains which lay up 
that valley, and were not his owa"* 

THE LOST BIBLE. 

Mr. Bonar, who, with his Scotch friends, visited the well in 
1839, in descending to the mouth of it, had the misfortone to 
lose his Bible, which fell from his breast-pocket, and waa soon 
heard plunging into the water at the bottom. The guide 
declared that it was impossible to recover it, and it waa given 
up as lo8t.t Dr. Wilson, when he was there, aboat three 

• See BlbUcal Researches, voL IIL p. 112. 

f Narrative of a Mission to the Jews (Edinlnu^ 185S), p. Slt» 
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jeu8 afterwards, resolyed that he would put that declaration 
to the test, and, at the same time, endeavour to ascertain the 
exact depth of the welL By promising a liberal reward, he 
induced a Jew, named Jacob, to go down and search for the 
lost treasure. He has given a graphic sketch of the proceeding. 
" Jacob was ready at our command, and, when he had tied the 
rope round his body, below his shoulders, he received our 
parting instructions. We asked him to call out to us the 
moment that he might arrive at the sur£Eu;e of the water; we 
told him, also, to pull out one of the candles with which he 
had stored his breast, and to ignite it when he might get 
below. As he looked into the fearful pit, on the brink of 
which he stood, terror took hold of him, and he betook himself 
to prayer in the Hebrew tongue. On a given signal we let 
him go. The Arabs held with us the rope, and we took care 
thai he should descend as gently as possible. When our mate- 
lial was nearly exhausted he called out, ' I have reached the 
bottom; and it is at present scarcely covered with water.' 
Forthwith he kindled a light, and, that he might have every 
ad^mntage, we threw him down a quantity of dry sticks, with 
which he made a bhize, which distinctly showed us the whole 
of the well, from the top to the bottom. We saw the end of 
the rope at its lower part ; and we put a knot upon it at the 
maigin above, that we might have the exact measurement 
when Jacob might come up. After searching for about five 
minutes for the Bible, among the stones and mud at the 
bottom, he joyfully cried out, ' It is found ! it is found ! ' He 
was, evidently, much frightened at the idea of reascending to 
the light of day, and expressed his fears. * Kever mind,* Mor* 
decai, one of his oountrjrmen, cried to him from the top, on 
observing his alarm ; * you will get up by the help of the Gfod 
of Jacob.' He betook himself again to prayer, more earnestly 
than before his descent We found it no easy matter to get 
him pulled up ; and when, at length, he came into our hands, 
be was so terrified and exhausted that he was unable to speak ; 
and we laid him down on the margin of the well, that he 
might collect his breath, fhe book, from having been so 
long steeped in the water and mud, was, with the exception of 
the boards, reduced to a mass of pulp. In our efibrt to recover 
it we had ascertained the depth of the weU, ^bic\i \a «ul:^\l 
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seventy-five feet Its diameter is about nine feeV* The 
depth has been variously estimated, but this measurement, 
made with such means for attaining accuracy, may be regarded 
as putting the question at rest. 



THE DESGEHT TO JESICHO. 

Many single expressions occur in the Bible, which reveal 
the accuracy of the writers in speaking of places, and their 
relative situation with reference to each other. One example 
of this 1 find in the parable of the good Samaritan. It is said 
that '* a certain man was going down" (so the tense oi the 
Greek verb should be rendered) *' from Jerusalem to JeridK), 
and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead." Luke z. 
30.) The valley of the Jordan, where Jericho was situated, is 
about four thousand feet lower than JerusaleuL After crossing 
the dry bed of the Kedron, the traveller passes over the 
southern slope of the Mount of Olives, and then oonmienoes a 
descent which is hardly intemipted till he reaches the plain of 
Jericho. 

The mode of describing the inverse journey from Jericho to 
Jerusalem is equally exact Having crossed the Jordan finom 
the eastern side, Jesus, as we read in Luke xix. 28, and Mark 
X. 32, " went before" the disciples, ** ascending up to Jerusa- 
lem." We have the same phrase applied to the road between 
the two places in Matthew xx. 17, and Mark x. 32. So, also, 
in the Old Testament, we find a like unstudied observance of 
the same geographical relati(m. Thus, the Eenites *< go up 
out of the city of palm-trees (Jericho), with the childr^ of 
Judah, into the wilderness of Judah" (Judges L 16) ; Shimei 
and the Bei^'ainites, with the men of Judah, came down to 
meet David, who had recrossed the Jordan, after the defeat of 
Absalom (2 Samuel xix. 16, 17) ; Barzillai refuses to go up with 
the king to Jerusalem (xix. 34) ; Kamaan goes down firoin 
El^ah to the Jordan (2 Kings v. 14) ; which are only some of 
the passages tliat might be quoted. 

• Lands of the Bible, toL U. p. 6&, wi. 
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8GEH1! OF THE FASABLK 

It may be mentioned here that the scene of the robbery. 
which calls into exercise the benevolence of the good Samaritan 
18 referred, very justly, to the r^on between Jerusalem and 
Jericho. It is famous, at the present day, as the haunt of 
thieves and robbers. Ko part of the traveller's journey is so 
dangerous as the expedition to Jericho and the Dead Sea. 
The oriental pilgrims who repair to the Jordan have the 
protection of an escort of Turkish soldiers ; and others, who 
would make the same journey, must either go in company 
with them, or provide for their safety by procuring a special 
goaid. Hardly a season passes in which some luckless way- 
&rer is not killed or robbed in '* going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho." The place derives ita hostile character from its 
terrible wildness and desolation. If we might conceive of the 
ocean as being suddenly congealed and petrified when its 
waves are tossed mountain-high,, and dashing in wild con- 
iusion against each other, we' should then have some idea of 
the afifpect of the desert in which the Saviour has placed so 
truthfully the parable of the good Samaritan. The ravines, 
the almost inaccessible difiis, the caverns, furnish admirable 
lurking places for robbers; they can rush forth unexpectedly 
upon their victims, and escape as soon almost beyond the 
poBsibility of piursuit. 

KEATiTlffQ 07 THE BOBLEMAB^ SOiT. 

The account of the healing of the nobleman's son fur- 
nishes another instance of this exact phraseology. The 
Saviour, when he wrought that cure, was at Oana, in Galilee, 
which is among the hills, not fax from Kazareth. He was 
requested to go to Capernaum, which was at the north-west 
end of the Lake oi Galilee, where the nobleman resided. I 
passed over the ground between the two places, and found it 
to be, as would be expected from the well-known depression 
of the lake below the general level of the country, descending 
at almost every step. In accordance with this, entirely, we 
hear the distressed father ciying out abruptly, ** Come down, 
ere my child die." (John iv. 49.) We read a^ierwaida t.W>^«& 
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" he was coming down," that is, to Capernaum, his servants 
met him with the information that his son was healed. (John 
It. 61.) 

GIBEAH 07 SAUL. 

Saul's original home was at Gibeah, identical with Jeba, 
which, as I have said, is visible on a hill from Anata. The 
name signifies an elevated place. This situation of Qibeah 
discloses itself incidentally quite often in Saul's history. Thus, 
we read that Saul goes up from Gilgal to his house in Gibeah 
(1 Samuel xv. 34) ; the Ziphites go up to him at Gibeah, in 
order to betray David to him (xxiii. 19), and request Saol to 
come down to them (xxiiL 20), and Saul comes down from 
Gibeah into the wilderness (xxvL 2).''^ Though, in this last 
instance, the desert of Ziph, which wi» in the hilly region cf 
Judea, may have been higher than Gibeah, it was still neoessaiy 
to descend in leaving the latter place^ and hence the ezpressioa 
to that effect is correct here also. 
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• • 

I introduce this topic here, because, though it differs some- 
what from the leading contents of the chapter, it connects 
itself most naturally with the topographical illustrations of the 
work, and supplies a species of evidence too important to be 
omitted. 

The transmission, through so many centuries, of the Biblical 
names of places in the Holy Land, is a standing monument of 
the tnith of the Bible. It is hard to extirpate the aboriginal 
names of a country. The race which is spreading over Bdtish 
India, at the present day, when they plant a new town, now 
and then give to it a new name. The old places, on the 
contrary, retain their old names. The Romans, who extended 
their arms over Gaul, Britain, and parts of Germany, originated 
but few, very few of the names now home by the cities and 
villages in those countries. Even when the earlier inhabitanti 
have disappeared before the new comers, as in the case of the 

* An article In theStndien nnd Kritlken, (1854, p. 851, sq.), has nggMtod 
jome of these paasageii tbougli they are cited tbere for a differaiU olilecL 
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Stroscaiis in Italy, or the Indians in some parts of America, 
they have left traces of their language behind them. Our own 
mountains and rivers, with their Indian appellations, are not 
more enduring than the proofs that an older race inhabited 
these shores before our forefathers came to them. If, then^ 
the records of the Old Testament are true, the successive waves 
of conquest that have swept over Palestine cannot have 
obliterated all the marks of early times. If the towns, 
mentioned as existing there in the age of Abraham, Joshua, 
and David, existed really, it must be possible to identify many 
of them still As, on the one hand, the impossibility of finding 
any trace of them now would discredit the sacred historians, 
flo, on the other, the discovery of the same names applied to 
ecdsting localities, their preservation, notwithstanding so man/ 
invasions of Babylonians, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, Persians, 
Saracens, Crusaders, and Turks, who have overrun the country 
at diflferent times, becomes a striking witness to the truth of 
the Scriptures. I will not undertake to state numerically 
how large a proportion of the towns mentioned in the history 
of Joshua's conquest of Canaan occupy their ancient site ; but^ 
considering the antiquity of the record, it is surprisingly greats 
To these, of so early a date, should be added others, first 
noticed in the Old Testament or the New, at a later period^ 
They bear the same names as in ancient times, slightly changed^ 
in conformity with the Arabic, the spoken language of the 
East Even in cases where, during the reigns of the Seleuddae 
and the Ptolemies, some of the Scripture places received Greek 
names, they generally lost them, in the course of time, and 
regained their proper oriental appellations. Hameth, (Joshua 
xix. 35), known in the age of the Greeks as Epiphania, Tadmor^ 
(2 Chronicles viii. 4), as Palmyra, Rabbath Ammon, (Deuter- 
onomy iiL 11), as Philadelphia, are examples of this tenacity 
of the East in asserting the rights of its own language, and 
rejecting foreign innovations. Indeed, these changes appear 
never to have been current among the natives of the country^ 
and ceased as soon as the power which had imposed them waa 
broken. In the few instances in which towns in Syria have 
Greek names at the present time, as Antioch, Tubariyeh, and 
some others, it will be found, almost universally, that the 
towns were of Greek origin, or founded by those in tVvfc Qftws^K, 
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or Roman interest, and, consequently, had no previous names 
of which they could he dispossessed.* 

The chief requisites for establishing the identity of a place 
are that the modem name be the same as the ancient one, or 
deducible from it, and that the situation agree with whM is 
said or implied on that point in the Scriptures. The geographi- 
cal notices of the Bible, even in regard to places veiy ancient 
and comparatively obscure, are sometimes remarkably spedfia 
Thus, in Judges xxi 19, it is said that Shiloh, where the aik 
of the covenant was kept, in the days of the Judges, was " on 
the north side of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that 
goeth up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south of 
Lebonah." I lodged at Bethel on the night of the twenfy- 
eighth of April ; on the next day, at the distance of a fewhouis 
north of Bethel, I turned aside to the right to visit Shilnn, or 
Shiloh, and soon after passed, on the left, £1-Lebbun, the 
Lebonah of Scripture, as I pursued " the highway" to Nshlos, 
the ancient Shechem. The identification of this last place is 
made out with entire certainty by a process of historical combi- 
nation, and in a different way, therefore, from that adopted 
in most cases, and described above. At Main, the liaoaof 
Nabal, (1 Samuel xxv. 2), near Hebron, the traveller has m 
view, at once, at least seven, not improbably nine, diffefeot 
places which retain their ancient names, but slightly modified. 
Among these, besides Maon, are Semua, Attir, Anab, Sehn- 
weikeh, Yuttah, which correspond respectively to Eshtemoa, 
Jattir, Anab, Socoh, and Juttah, all mentioned in the eaz^ 
book of Joshua. 

Besides the foregoing examples, in order to show moie folly 
the nature and the extent of the resemblance between the 
ancient and modem names, I subjoin the following list, plaong 
those with the modem or Arabic orthography on the kft^ 
those with the Hebrew or Greek on the right. 



BeitSor, 



Anatboth. 


Belt Lahm, ... 


... BeOiIAcm. 


Acca 


Belt Ur, 


... BethRono. 


Aflkelon. 


Beiaan, 


... Belh.8he». 


BethZur. 


Bireh, 


... Beer.Beena 



* Cknapttre the remarks of Geaenius aiq;>ended to Bnrckhaidfc*toB8iiMil* 
Sjrrien, yoL L p. 483. 
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Demaakh, 


... 


I>amaKm 


MncnuuL ••. ... 


Michmash. 


DanaMb, 





DaDentta. 


Naalnli, 


Nazareth. 


Eadnr.^. 


• M ... 


Endor. 


Ndn, 


Nain. 


Mud,... 





Aflhdod. 


Kam, 


Rameh. 


Gi»v, ... 





G«Rir. 


Bameh, 


Bamah. 


Obindi. 


... .« 


Gan. 


Riha,* ,„ 


Jerlcha 


Gib. ^ 





Gfbeon. 


Salda, 


Sldon. 


BxiDaa, 


... ... 


HaUiuL 


Sallm, 


Sallm or Sha- 


Eamniam, 





Hammafli. 




lim. 


Jtifana, ... 


, 


Jabneh. 


Sarafend, 


Sorepta. 


Jtte. ... 


... ..• 


Geba. 


Selwan, 


Siloam. 


Jdbon.... 


... ... 


Ollboa. 


Sur, 


Tyre. 


JelMli, ... 


, 


Glbeah. 


Solam, 


Shnnem. 


Jenlii, (protaUy), 


En-Ganlm. 


Tekoa, 


Tekoa. 


Jnfli^ (piobrtly). 


Ophni. 


Tubariyeh, (of Greek 


Kana. (unchanged), 


XitniL 


origin), 


Tiberias. 


Diiuiniil, 


M. ... 


CarmeL 


Urtaa, (probably), 


Etam. 


Ubnaa, 


»• ... 


Leteaoa. 


Yaik, 


Joppa. 


lAdd, ^. 


• M ... 


I^ydda. 


Talo, 


AJalon. 


U4^ 


•^ ... 


Hagdda, Ifig- 
doL 


Zerin, 


Jez^eLt 



I mention the foregoing as examples only of the similarity 
Hfliich th^ illnstiate, and mention these in preference to 
ethers, that wonld be equally pertinent, because they happen 
to be among the places which it iras my good fortune to visit 
or to hare a sight oL What is worthy of special note is, that 
many of these names have been brought to light recently. 
Some of them have hardly been mentioned in books since they 
were last mentioned in the Bible, till the present century, or 
the laat Geographers and tourists have traversed the land, 
•ndy as they have asked the inhabitants to tell them the names 
of their villages, have had the old Scripture names given bac^ 
to them from the mouths of the people. 



• Tbongfa tfaeie words appear so unlike to the eye, the ear finds them qnite 
lteBBiiie;aaBOiaIiasastrooff gnttnralpronimciatlon. This remark applies 
to some of the other namea. 

t I cannot refrain ftxnn bearing testimony here to the rery great value of 
the **Llst of Arabic Nsmes of Places" appended to the third rolmne of the 
** Biblical Heesarchesi" Tliey were collected and arranged by the Rer. Dr. 
ftntth, of Belmt, as the fhiit of inqniries made in the coarse of Tarionsjoor- 
neys in all parts of Palestine, during a period of several years. The traveller, 
who wonld obtain a knowledge of the ancient and modem topography of 
that oonntry, whatever other helps he may forego, should not omit to cany 
with bim • copy of those **listfl^" so remaricably fiill and accnrata 
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XDESTIElCATlJOiS OF HELBOV, 

The disooveiy of this place deserves a separate notice, in- 
asmuch as the name has long heen applied to a wrong locality, 
and the error has heen hut recently corrected. In Ezekid 
xxvii. 18, mention is made of " the wine of Helbon," as one 
of the articles of traffic which the Tyrians receiyed from 
Damascus, in exchange for their merchandise. It has heen 
commonly supposed that this Helhon was identical with 
Haleh or Aleppo, a populous city in a rich plain, north-eut 
from Damascus. While at this latter place I was infonned 
by Dr. Poulding, one of the American missionaries there, 
that a valley, called the valley of Helhon, exists on the east* 
em slope of Anti-Lehanon, north of the Banada, which re- 
ceives its name from Helhon, one of its principal viUagea 
He has visited the place, and states that the grapes produced 
there are remarkahle for their fine quality, and that the wine 
obtained from them is regarded as the choice wine of that 
part of Syria. The wine of the ancient Helhon had a similar 
reputation ; and that circumstance, together with the situa- 
tion of the place and the coincidence of the name, leaves bnt 
little doubt that the modem Helhon on Anti-Lebanon is the 
town or valley to which the prophet referred. This &ct was 
mentioned to Dr. Robinson, who visited Damascus a few 
weeks later. I see that he has expressed the opinion (no man 
living has a better knowledge of the topography of Palestine) 
that the conjecture of the missionaries as to the identity of 
the phtces is correct. * 

TESTIMOHT OF BITTEE. 

It cannot fail to gratify the reader to know the opinion of 
the celebrated Bitter, the first of living geographers, in legHd 
to the manner in which the Bible has maintained its character 
for accuracy under the severe scrutiny which it has undeis[one» 
from the progress of modem researches in Palestine. He has 
recently declared his testimony, on this point, tiie substance 
of which may be comprised in the following statement :~t 

* BlbUotbeca Sacra, 1858, p. liS. 

t In a diiconne delivered at Berlin, entitled Ein Blick anf 
febie chriBfUdie BevSlkemng (1853.) 
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In the book of Joshua, he says, which relates the conqnest 
and distribution of the land of Canaan, the geographical cha- 
racter is predominant Its contents, therefore, in this respect, 
admit of being brought to the test of comparison with the as- 
certained condition of the country ; and the result is, that its 
mceaaucj has been ftilly established in the minutest details, 
even when the examination has been pursued into the most 
tmimportant and trivisd local relations. Its notices, not only 
of distinct r^ons, but of valleys, fountains, mountains, vil- 
lages, have been confirmed, often with surprising certainty 
and particularity. The entire poUtical and religious life of 
tiie Hebrews was interwoven in the closest manner, like a 
piece of network, with the geography of the land, fur more so 
than is true of the modem European nations ; and hence the 
opportunity to verify the alleged or impUed connection be- 
tween places and events is the more perfect, and affords results 
tiie more satisfi&ctory. Most decisive is the rebuke which infi- 
delity has received from this new species of testimony ; it has 
been compelled to confess with shame that it has imposed on 
itself and on others by the unfounded doubts which it has 
raised against the truth of the Scriptures. The authenticity 
of the historical books of the Old Testament has been shown 
to be capable of vindication on a side hitherto too much over- 
looked ; their fidelity in all matters within the sphere of geo- 
graphy places a new aigument in the hands of the defenders of 
Bevelation. 

I pass over the details of Bitter's illustration ; he gives one 
of a veiy striking character, taken from the account of Joshua's 
second campaign in the south of Palestine, (Joshua xL 16, sq. ; 
XV. 21, sq.) He shows that the division of the countiy there 
into five parts, the scene of that expedition, rests upon a basis 
in nature, upon a diversity of geographical position, which none 
bat an eye-witness could have remarked, and which modem 
travellers find to be entirely characteristic of the region stilL 
He shows, in addition to this general accuracy in the out- 
line, that the specialities are equally trae ; that many of the 
cities and towns which are mentioned have remained under 
their ancient names to the present day, and also occur toge- 
ther in groups, precisely in the manner that the sacred writers 
represent them as having been arranged o( old. 01 v^^soi- 
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died eniii^es e^ially in pmni, the for^gomg, he says, is only 
one. 

WfxGxj to be oonnected with this testunony is the candid 
sfowal with whidi Lieutenant Lyndi closes the aooonnt of 
his ezplontion of the Bead Sea, and the nei^ibouring region. 
** We altered \spoa this sea," he says, " with conflicting opi- 
nioDSL One of the party was seepticid, and another a professed 
nnbetierer of the Mosaic aoooont After twenty-two days' 
dose intestigation, if I am not mistaken, we are unanimous 
in the oonTicti(Hi of the troth of the Scripture account of the 
destruction of tiie dties of the plain. The condusiQn we hare 
readied," he adds, '* I record with difSdence, as a protest 
against the shallow deductions of those who would be unbe- 
lierers."* 

• See flu dote of the di^iteenth chapter of Iiii If «nUtT«L 
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CHAPTER VL 

JEWISH OMNIONS AND USAGES. 

Or the Jews in Palestine, their condition and prospects, the 
traTeller has an opportunity to learn but Uttle, unless he 
makes it an object of special endeavour to seek them out, and 
toter into personal connection with them. It would be easy 
to collect ample infoimation on this subject &om the works 
of those who have undertaken missions of inquiry to the Jews 
in that country. I would name, in particular, the Nar- 
rative of Messrs. Bonar and M*Cheyne, and Dr. Wilson's 
** Lands of the Bible," as among the best sources of know- 
ledge respecting this interesting people, to which the inquisi- 
tive reader can refer. I noted in my journal a few points 
only which it would accord with my design to mention in 
this work. The items have a general bearing on the illus^ 
tration of the Scriptures, though they are not all equally 
related to that object. 

THE JEWS AT JEBUSALEM. 

The Jewish population at Jerusalem has been variously 
estimated from three to five thousand. Dr. Shultz, late Prus^ 
sian consul there, placed it as high as seven thousand. The 
number varies, no doubt, from time to time, since many of 
them are pilgrims, who come and go in a very uncertain 
manner. Few of them, comparatively, are natives of the 
countiy. The majority of them are aged persons, who repair 
to the holy city to spend the remainder of their days and 
secure the privilege of being buried in the valley of the 
Kedron, which, as their traditions assert, is to be the scene 
Of the last judgment. At the Jews' Wailing Place, I met, 
one day, a venerable man, bowed with age, apparently beyond 
fourscore, who told me that, in obedience to his sense of 
duty, he had forsaken his children and home in England, and 
had come, unattended by any friend, to die and make his 
grave at Jerusalem. Others of them ore tboai^ vi\iQ ^\u^ 
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hither to fulfil a vow, or acquire the merit of a pilgrimage, 
and theu return to the countries where they reside. Among 
them may be found representatives from almost eveiy land, 
though the Spanish, Polish, and Qerman Jews compose the 
greater number. Like their brethren in other parts of Pales- 
tine, except a few in some commercial places, they are 
wretchedly poor, and live chiefly on alms contributed by their 
countrymen in Europe and America. They devote most of 
their thne to holy employments, as they are called ; they fi«- 
quent the synagogues, roam over the country to visit places 
memorable in their ancient history, read assiduously the Old 
Testament and the writings of their Babbies. Those of them 
who make any pretensions to learning understand the Hebrew 
and Babbinic, and speak as their vernacular tongue the lan- 
guage of the country where they formerly lived, or whence 
their fathers emigrated. As would be expected, from the 
character of the motive which brings them to the Holy Land, 
they are distinguished, as a class, for their bigotted attach- 
pent to Judaism. The Palestine Jews may be called, if any 
deserve that appellation, " the devout " men of their age and 
nation. 

These particulars have some additioiial interest, l)eca(ue 
they correspond so fully with what is intimated in Acts il 6, 
sq., as true in the age of the apostles. The assembly which 
Peter and the other disciples addressed on the day of Pen- 
tecost was made up very much of such devotees, who had 
come to Jerusalem "out of every nation under heaven." 
The miracle, too, of addressing them in different languages 
was made necessary by the fact that they belonged to various 
countries, and had been brought up to speak as many different 
tongues or dialects. They were " Parthians, and Medes, and 
Elamites, and dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and 
in Gappadoda, in Pontus and £gypt, Cretes and Arabians ;** 
and yet they said " we do hear them speak in our tonguei 
the wonderfiil works of God." Jerusalem is still a Babd d 
confused voices, though not on so large a scale. A part of the 
ceremony in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, at Easter, 
consists in the delivery of a discourse in the principal lan- 
guages of Asia and Europe, for the edification of the various 
classes of pilgrims who are present at that great festivaL 
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STHAGOQUES. 

The modem Jews at Jerusalem have several synagogues, 
which they attend, not promiscuously, but according to their 
national or geographical affinities. The particular bond of 
.anion which connects them, in this case, is that of their birth 
or early residence in the same foreign land, and their using 
consequently, the same dialect. As the number of those from 
A single countiy may often be too small to form a separate 
ocmgr^ation, they unite with those who come from the same 
j;eneral part of the world, or are descended from those who, 
at some remote period, dwelt together, but were afterwards 
scattered to other regions. Under this wider principle of 
MBOciation, the synagogues at Jerusalem are divided between 
the Sepharadim, as they are called, who comprise the native 
and African Jews, and those from Spain and Portugal ; and 
the Ashkenazim, or the German Jews, including those from 
Poland, Hungary, and some other lands. I am not sure that 
those of Portuguese descent do not meet by themselves. The 
synagogues, eight or ten in number, stand in the Jewa' 
quarter, which occupies the eastern half of the portion of 
Mount Zion enclosed within the city walls, overlooking the 
jbollow between Zion and Moriah. I learned that the Jews at 
)3afet, in northern Galilee, who amount to about three thou- 
sand, distribute their synagogues in the same manner. They 
appropriate four of them to the use of the Spanish and Arabian 
Jews, and four of them to the use of the German and Polish 
Jews. 

We see here the operation of the same rule which gave 
lise to so many synagogues, known under different appella^ 
tions, in the first Christian age. (See Acts vi. 9, sq.) We 
learn there that those who engaged in discussion with Stephen 
belonged to different synagogues, frequented by those who 
bad their birth in different countries. Thus, some of them 
were from the synagogue of the Libertines, or Roman Jews, 
being freedmen, or the sons of freedmen, who had come from 
Italy ; some were from the synagogue of the Cicilians, among 
whom, probably, was Saul of Tarsus, the capital of that pro- 
Tince ; the Alexandrians, the Gyreneans and others, had also 
their distinct places of worship. 
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The style in which these houses of worship axe amnged 
furnishes, probahly, a good idea of those of which we read 
in the New Testament, which were honoured bo often by the 
presence and teaching of our Lord. Their oonstmctioa il, 
generally, simple and unpretending. A platfmn, fixMn whidi 
the Scriptures are read, stands in the middle of tiie room. 
Rude benches or seats are crowded together, without nraeh 
regard to order. Some of the synagogues haTO a galleiy, 
screened with lattice-work, behind which the women aie pe^ 
mitted to sit and listen. When this oonvimienoe does not 
exist they look through the doors and windows, but keep at • 
distance from the men. The ancient temple, in like manner, 
had its court of the women, where they occupied a sepante 
place by themselTes. Eveiy synagogue has a bath, undar the 
same roof or in the Ticinity, for enabling the wonhippen to 
perform the ablutions to which they attach so much imp(»taDO& 
Scripture mottoes, in Hebrew, ate insmbed hare and there on 
the walls, admonitoiy of the aanctity requited <tf those who 
would offer to God acceptable worship* The most elegant 
synagogue which I saw was one owned by the Spanish Jews at 
Safet, just completed at the time ci my visit there. It atndi 
on the western side of the hill, and is built of a i^ecies of 
limestone ahnost equal to marUe. It is adorned with aeulp- 
tured work, about the doors and windows^ which would do 
honour to the taste and skill of an architect in any land. 

JEWJSA WOBSHIP. 

: I attended the Jewish worship at Jernsiilein, and iras 
struck with the accordance of the ceremonies with those men* 
tioned in the New Testament The sacred roll was bron^t 
from the chest or closet where it was kept: it was handed bj 
an attendant to the reader; a portion of it was rehearsed ; tii6 
congregation rose and stood while it was read, w h e re as tiia 
spekker, as well as the others present, sat during the delimi 
of the address which formed a part of the service, la Ukb 
manner we read that the Saviour, on a certain Sabbath, at 
Nazareth, ** went into the synagogue, and stood up to read; 
and there was delivered to him the book (or toll) of the prophet 
Isaiah; and when he had read, he closed (properly, folded v^ 
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file "book, and deliTered it again to the servant, and sat down ;" 
and then proceeded to explain to the people the meaning of the 
Scc^tarea to which they had listened. (See Luke iv. 16, sq.) 

BEADOra ALOUD. 

I frequently enooontered parties of Jews with the Hebrew 
Scriptures in their hands, reading them at the reputed tombs 
of the prophets and patriardia, and other phices regarded by 
fhem as holy. It is their custom, as it is, indeed, of the 
orientals generally, to read aloud, even when they do it for 
their own instruction only, and without any intention of being 
heard by others. They swing the head, and even the entire 
upper part of tiie boc^, from one side to the other, as they 
perfbnn the act, and utter the words with a tone which comes 
oeaier to singing or cantilation, than to our unimpassioned 
mode of reading. 

Such appears to have been, also, the habit of persons in 
ancient times, when th^ studied or read a book in a private 
manner. This usage explains a drcumstanoe in Luke's account 
of the interview between Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, 
whidi an occidental reader might almost look xxpoa as a fiction,: 
introduced to preserve the consistency of the narrative. The 
BvBDgeliBt approaches the chariot of the eunuch, and finds the 
way already provided for his entering into conversation with 
him, and leading his mind to those views of the gospel which 
result in his ready adoption of the Christian futh. The 
Ethiopian officer was not only reading ^* Esaias the prophet," 
but reading aloud; the Emgelist heard him, and "then 
opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture and 
preached unto him Jesus." Such a train of circumstances 
would not have attended the conversion of a man in Italy or 
Greeee, or any other western country. They are related aa 
taking place in the case of the Ethiopian, because the narrative 
oonfonns to the fftcts ; and the &cts were so, and not otherwise, 
because the national or local customs controlled them. 

CX)FTnrOIHE 8CBIFTUBES. 

In one of the synagogues at Safet I found a scribe engaged 
in making a copy of the law. A more elegant Hebrew manu- 
totijptj a more perfect specimen of the calligraphic m:^ 1 \tfw^ 
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tiftw, than that executed by this Jewish amanaenos. Kb' 
printed page could suipass it in the beauty, symmetry, and 
distinctness, with which the characters were drawn. One 
peculiarity that struck me at once as I cast my eye over the 
parchment, was the horn-like appearance attached to some of 
the letters. I had seen the same mark, before this, in Hebrew 
manuscripts, but never where it was so prominent as here. 
The sign in question, as connected with the Hebrew letter 
Lamedh in particular, had almost the appearance of an inten- 
tional imitation of a ram's head. It was to that appendage of 
the Hebrew letters that the Saviour referred when he said, 
^ Kot one jot or little horn" (as the Greek term signifies, which 
our version renders ** tittle"), '* shall pass from the law untQ aQ 
be fulfilled." (Matthew v. 18.) It was on one of the mounts in 
Qalilee that the Saviour uttered these words ; and it was ex- 
ceedingly mteresting to me to meet with sudi a proof in the 
saine country, that copies of the Old Testament are still made 
there, so minutely similar to those used in the i^ynagogoei 
when Christ himself preached in them. 
, The hibour expended by the Jews in copying the Scriptares, 
9fi exemplified in the preceding case, has always distinguished 
them, as fiar as we have the means of knowing what thebr 
habits in this respect have been. In one sense at least th^ 
appear to have been futhful to their trust, as those to whom 
"were committed the oracles of God" (Romans ilL 2); thqr 
did not alter or mutihite the sacred text. Our Saviour duu;ged 
t^e Jews of his time with having committed almost every sin 
that can be named; but he does not accuse them or their 
&ther8 of having corrupted the records of their religious fiutfa. 
The rules which they follow in preparing copies of the Penta- 
teuch for pubUc use illustrate their vigilance in watching over 
the sacred books. They assign the work of transcribing them 
to a particular class of men, who are spedaUy trained for the 
service. Only one sort of parchment, and that prepared in a 
certam way, can be used. The ink must be of a definite kind. 
Every page must contain a prescribed number of lines, and 
every line the same number of words and letters. The di^tert 
error vitiates a copy ; a letter too much or too little on a pi^ 
obliges the scribe to throw aside his work and begin anew. No 
oppy is allowed to be read in the i^ynagogues till it has boen 
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ezainined by competent men, and pronounced free from every 
defect The Old Testament has been handed down among 
the Je¥rs under a system of such rigid supervision. The fact 
is one of immense importance, as showing, in concurrence with 
other fiacts, that the Hebrew Scriptures remain as they were 
nrritten at first ; that we have in them the very words which 
Moses and David and Isaiah addressed to their cotemporaries^ 
ftnd recorded for our instruction, 

THE TOWK OF SAFET. 
I have referred so often to Safet that some account of the 
place may not be imacceptable to the reader. It is one of the 
four holy cities in Palestine, of which the Jews say that if 
prayer should cease to be offered in them, the world would in- 
stantly come to an end. The other three are Jerusalem, He- 
bron, and Tiberias, on the lake of that name. Many of the 
Jews hold that the Messiah will make his first appearance 
there, and, after a reign ci forty years, go forth thence to re- 
ceive the homage of the nations. It is one of the chief seats 
of modem JudaisuL It has a Jewish population next to that 
of Jerusalem. It is one of the shrines which every Hebrew 
pilgrim to the Holy Land regards it as a matter of rehgion to 
visit. It is difficult to account for its enjoying such a reputa- 
tion ; for it has not been identified with any city mentioned in 
the Old Testament, and has played no important part in Jew- 
ish history. The Rabbinic schools for which it is distinguished 
cannot be traced further back than the beginning of the six- 
teenth century. The houses of the Jews here are built on teiv 
races, which rise in succession one above another. The roofs 
of each lower tier serve as a path or street to those who live in 
the next higher tier. Some have thought that the Saviour 
referred to such roofs when he said, " Let him that is on the 
house-top not come down, to take anything out of his house." 
(Matthew xxiv. 17.) But the arrangement at Safet is peculiar, 
as &r as I know, to that place. He referred, more probably, 
to the means of escape afforded by a stairway leading from the 
court to the roof. Many houses in the East have that faci- 
lity, by which a person could descend and pass out of doors 
without entering the house. Stairs on the outside are rarely 
seen. 
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I reached Safet near the dose of the day. May fifth. The 
tent was pitched in a grove of fig-trees and oliTes, on the 
north-west side of the hill, not far from the Jewi^ quarteii 
The delation of the place, which is equal to that of the Moant 
of Oliyes, secures to it a pure air and a healthy dimate. Th» 
cool breezes were delights, after breathing the ftanaoe4ike 
atmosphere about the Sea of Tiberias. It required some effort 
at night to guard against the cold ; but the deep slumbers whid) 
rewards the traveller on such a journey for a day of strenuous 
labour, cause him sooa to forget any trifling inconyenience of 
that nature. 

On the highest peak of the hill stands one of the noUart 
ruins in Palestine. The crusaders built here a castle, on whidi 
they relied as their main defence against the incursions of the 
Saracens from the north. It passed repeatedly during the hoij 
wars from the hands of one of the combatants to those of the 
other. The Turkish governor of the town had his qnartsB 
here as late as 1837. The terrible earthquake of that yeir 
gave the finishing shock to the crumbling pile. SiDoe thea, 
though a portion of the walls and some of the toweis an 
standing, it has been forsaken, except by reptiles and yulturea 
The pro^)ect from this height, in a dear day, is one of the 
grandest which that country of hills and valleys affords. Ta* 
bor, the lesser Hermon, and the mountains of Qilead, an 
among the distant objects within sight The Sea of Galilee, 
not less than ten or fifteen miles off, seemed, in its de^ bed, 
as if spread out at my feet. The atmosphere was hazj at the 
time of my ascent to the castellated summit, and the distinct- 
ness of the view was much impaired. 

A XnSTnrGUISHED EABBL 

The next morning I called on the chief JEUbbi of the place, 
Jacob fierisdi David, who has the reputation of beii^ one of 
the most erudite men in Rabbinic lore of whom the Jews cu 
boast It was an early hour for a visit, and, being Garele«t7 
dressed on our arrival, he withdrew after bidding us weloome, 
and paid us the compliment of soon reappearing in a guh 
more befitting his age and rank. He was apparent^ near 
ievenly years old, short in stature, but dignified, and with a 
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beid whioh, it is bat doing him justice to say, a Raphael might 
hftve eopied as a model He had lived for some years in 
£uropey and had Tinted most parts (^ it He spoke the Ger^ 
man bmgnage with uncommon purity for a Jew. He men- 
tioned, as one of the opinions which his school in theology 
fnAifitftin^ thfljt the Messiah has undergone repeated incarna- 
tions, has been bom and died many times, that the world, in 
&ct, is never without a Messiah, though he has never yet 
made himself known as such. They say that the time for this 
zevelati<m depends on the Jewish nation; that when they 
liaFe made themselves worthy of such a blessing, by repenting 
cf their sins and reforming, the Messiah will then throw aside 
his disguise, and, by indubitable signs, cause his real, but now 
hidden diaiacter, to be known and acknowledged. An aged 
Jew, wham I met at Jerusalem, advanced a different view. 
It was that the Messiah came into the world many centuries 
ago» but, on account of the wickedness of men, was soon trans- 
lated, without death, to Paradise, which my informant held 
to be a different place from heaven ; there he now is, praying 
and suffering before the gates of Paradise, to atone for the sins 
U Lnael, and on finishing that work will return and reign 
over his people. Thus it is that " their minds are blinded ; 
that until this day the veil remaineth untaken away in their 
leading" d the Scriptures. (2 Corinthians iiL 14.) 

THE LOST TBIBES. 

Some years ago the Palestine Jews sent a deputation into 
the interior of Africa, to ascertain the truth of a report that 
the lost tribes had been foimd there. I inquired of the Rabbi 
respecting the result ci the expedition. He replied that it 
was unsuccessful ; that some of the party died on the way, and 
those who went ftrthest, and lived to return, heard of nothing 
to justify the report in questicm. He did not himself, he said, 
believe that the lost tribes existed in Africa, and though per- 
suaded that they have kept themselves distinct from other 
nations, could not say that he had any fixed opinion as to the 
place of their abode. 

I asked him how long the Jews were accustomed to receive 
JDftniictiQn fnmji their Babbl»~at what age th^ Cfssg^ Vi^ 



10^ SOBIPTURl ILLVBTKAAONS. 

regarded as pupils. The relation, he said, never < 
they themselves hecome teachers, they continue to attend the 
school, and rank as disciples. This custom throws light upon 
the common, and, no douht, correct opinion, that the apostie 
Paul was a pupil of Gamaliel at the time of his conversion, and 
long after he had arrived at the age of manhood. 

A JEWISH 7E8TIYAL. 

It so happened that the evening of May sixth was the anni- 
versary of a peculiar festival at Meiron, distant about six miles; 
a festival which is wont to draw together many thousands of 
Jews, not only from all parts of the East, but from the different 
countries of Europe. On learning this, as it was but little out 
of the way, I decided to go thither and witness the celebfation. 
As few travellers have been so fortunate as to be there at the 
precise time of this observance, and' the strange carnival has 
seldom been described by an eye-witness, it will be proper for 
me to give some account of what I saw. It is to be feared that 
the transaction illustrates but too fiedthfully the heartlessneas 
and indecorum whieh appeared so often in connection with ^ 
festivals of the ancient Hebrews, and which the prt^hets ex- 
posed and rebuked with so much severity. 

We left Safet about the middle of the forenoon, and came 
in eight minutes to Ain ez-Zeitun, Fountain (tf the Olives, a 
place justly entitled to that name. It was a goodly sight to 
look round upon the olives, fig-trees, almonds, lemons, and 
pomegranates, which, fiskvoured by the soil and the climate, 
attained here a rare perfection. As we rode on we overtook 
several companies of Jewish pilgrims, some riding, but most of 
them on foot. A stream of them had been pouring through 
Safet during the night and the early hours of the forenoon. 
Many of them carried bundles in their hands, whidi excited 
our curiosity at the time ; but the object and contents of them 
we did not know until the sequel of events let us into the 
secret. We reached Meiron in two hours. 

TOMBS AT MEDUnr. 

As the prindpal festival was not to take place until aftet 
dark, I had an opportunity during the interval to examine the 
tombs whidi the Jews visit here with so much veneratioik 
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Tbey are tbe reputed tombs ci eminent teachers who presided 
o?er the Rabbinic schools, which flourished here in farmer ages. 
Some of them, according to the Jewish belief, lived and died 
before the Christian enL Here, among others, as they sup- 
pose, was buried Hillel, the grandfather of Gamaliel, Paul's 
teacher. For a long period of time it was the great burial- 
place of their most illustrious men of learning. No spot in 
Palestine, except Jerusalem, attracts to it so many Jewish 
pilgrims as Meiron. 

The most remarkable tomb, so fiur as regards its structure, 
is an excavation on the south side of a hill, known as the tomb 
of Babbi Hillel and his disciples. It is cut out of the solid 
vodc The entrance is through a narrow door, which obliges 
one to stoop. According to a rough measurement, I found the 
dimensions to be some twenty-five feet long, eighteen wide, 
and ten high. There were thirty niches for the reception of 
bodies. Some of them were so arranged as evidently to distin- 
goiflh their occupants above their fellows. In several of them 
were stone sarcophagi of immense weight, the lids of which, 
(Mmamented with sculptured figures, were partially slipped 
aside. Ko trace of any remains of the dead was to be found. 
The bottom of the cave was covered with two or more feet of 
water, and I was obliged to mount on the back of a man, in 
order to make my examinations. The Jew who performed the 
service for me took up with his hands some of the water from 
the graves, and drank it as an act of pious homage to the dead. 

mVEBSIONS. 

But the tombs which they more especially venerate are three 
tombs at the end of a stone edifice which encloses an open 
parallelogram, about an hundred feet long and fifty wide. This 
was the great point of rendezvous. The apartment over the 
graves, a sort of oratory, was bung with burning lamps, and 
crowded with worshippers. A spreading fig-tree stood in the 
centre of the court, and furnished an agreeeble shade. Around 
the sides of the court were alcoves or stalls, which were filled 
with people, along with their beds and other travelling equip- 
ments. Intoxicating drink was furnished abundantly and 
abundantly used ; for some of the men were plainly ^]j[yi€t \X!A 
L 



154 BCBJFTTJBM ICLCnSTBATIOlTS. 

influence of it, even while they stood praying at the graves of 
their Rabbis. Various amusements were constantly going on. 
In one quarter was a crowd gathered around a couple of swords- 
men, who, while they sought to parry each other's thrusts, 
brandished their weapons in such a manner as to keep time 
with the cymbals which others were beating ; a double contest, 
in which the performers had to show their skill as fencers and 
musicians in the same exercise. In another quarter was a 
group of dancers, in which the old man of seventy turned with 
what agility he could in the same gyrations with young men 
and boys ; while the spectators sung and clapped their hands 
in harmony with the movement. The clapping of hands, which 
is so often mentioned in the Old Testament, I observed on 
other occasions, as well as on this. The practice mftinfadm 
its place still among the musical entertainments in whidi the 
people of the East delight 

LOCAL TSADinOHS. 

A deep ravine separates the hills of Meiron from a high ridge 
on the opposite side. I descended into this ravine to a besati- 
fiil fountain, sunk a few feet below the ground, and loosely 
walled up with stones. A sparkling rivulet issues from it, and 
flows toward the east. The Jews whom I met here said that this 
was Deborah's fountain, because that heroine bathed here on 
the morning when she went forth to fight with Sisera. Mount 
Tabor, at the foot of which the battle was fought, may be seen 
from these hills of Galilee ; and the mountaineers who descended 
from them into the plain of Jezreel were among those who 
helped to achieve the victory. See Judges iv. 6, sq. Within 
sight, on a neighbouring hill, was a pillar of stone, whidi the 
Jews said was Elijah's seat, because he was accustomed to rest 
there as he journeyed through this region. He will come again 
a second time, they remarked to me, and will then chaiige the 
pillar into gold. Here we have a trace of the opinion, in respect 
to which the Jews in Christ's time were so tenadous, that one 
of the antecedents of the Messianic age was that " Elias most 
first come." (Matthew xviL 10.) Theur mistake was that they 
expected a literal return of the prophet, instead of the appear- 
ance of one who should manifest his '* spirit and power." The 
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pillar is supposed to be the fragment of a pagan temple; but 
by whom built, or when, is unknown. 



THE CELEBBATIOir. 

The ceremony forming the climax of the festival, which the 
Jews had met here to celebrate, consisted of the burning of 
costly gifts in honour of their ancient teachers. It took place 
within the court of the building of which I have already spoken. 
Soon after dark, the crowd, which during the afternoon had 
been scattered hither and thither, assembled here, filling the 
court, the stalls, and the gallery or corridor overhanging the 
court. The entire space was crowded almost to suffocation. 
A pillar, supporting a stone trough or basin, stood at one corr 
ner of the gallery, where every eye could see it. Near this 
basin was placed a vessel with oil, in which the articles to be 
i>umt were first dipped, to render them inflammable. At a 
given signal, a man with a blazing torch mounted the stairs 
leading to the gallery. At the sight of this the hum of voices 
ceased; every one looked eagerly in that direction. It was 
evident that all were intent with expectation. The first article 
burnt was a costly shawl, the offering of a rich Jew from Jaffa, 
who was said to have paid one thousand and five hundred 
piastres, about seventy-five dollars, for the privilege of opening 
the ceremony. The shawl was dipped in the oil, lifted to the 
basin, and tiie torch applied to it. As it began to blaze, the 
multitude raised a shout which made the welkin ring ; the men 
clapped their hands, and the women shrieked out the sharp, 
quavering note of joy which one hears only in those eastern 
lands. The light thus suddenly flashed on the eyes of the 
beholders revealed a curious spectacle in the gallery which 
overhung three sides of the court. Men, women, and children 
were crowded together there in solid masses, occupying dif- 
ferent attitudes, some standing, others sitting or crouching 
beneath the green booths erected to shelter them from the 
dew by night and the heat by day. They were variously 
dressed in the many-shaped costumes of the lands represented 
by them, for they had come from homes under almost every 
sky from the equator to the poles. The darkness liad hitherto 
concealed them, in a measure; they could be seen through. t]bk& 
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shades only in dim oatline. But now, as tbe dazzling flame 
leaped from the trough, and threw its searching light over the 
crowd, the obscurity passed away; the figures of the motley 
group started at once into view, and gave peculiar animation 
to the scene. Other offerings, as shawls, scarfs, handkerchiefe, 
books, were brought forward, dipped in oil, and consumed in 
like manner ; while from time to time, as an article was seen 
to be specially rich, or burned with uncommon brilliancy, the 
spectators broke forth into renewed expressions of delight. At 
length another basin was prepared at the opposite comer of 
the gallery, and gifts were thrown also into that. The wwk 
went on with unabated vigour until it became so late that 1 
was obliged to retire ; and I was told in the morning that it 
continued through the greater part of the night. 

BUIN8 OE A STITAGOQUE. 

Before starting the next morning. May seventh, I went to 
see some interesting ruins, which were said to occur not fu 
from our encampment. A walk of a few minutes brought me 
to the remains of what must have been once a splendid edifice, 
dating, in all probability, from the time when the great masters 
of Rabbinic learning lived and taught here. The outline of 
the facade may still be traced, and one of the walls is compa- 
ratively perfect. The door-posts consist of single blocks of 
stone, nearly ten feet high. A rocky precipice, cut down, ap- 
parently, to some extent for the purpose, formed one side of 
the edifice. A few sculptured ornaments have escaped the 
ravages of time. The building stones are of great thickness, 
and several large columns lie prostrate in the neighbourhood. 
On my return I met a company of Jews, who were going to 
the same place, of whom I inquired what they supposed the 
object of the structure had been. They replied in German, 
" Es ist die Schule," by which they meant a Jewish school or 
synagogue ; and thus gave me, no doubt, the national tradi- 
tion respecting the locality. 

THE HILLS OE GALILEEi 
It was a little past six o'clock, a.m., as we set forth agam 
from Meiron. Our destination was the sea-coast, in the region 
of AkkaandCarmeL As affording a glimpse of the beautiAd 



▲ GALILEAN TEMPS. 157 

land of Galilee, the scene of so much of the personal history 
of the Sayiour aud the apostles, I sabjoin a part of the record 
of this day's journey. We struck down the steep hill into the 
Wady on the south, crossed the sparkling brook at the bottom 
of it, and, bearing toward the east, reascended on the opposite 
aide. We pursued our way here over a ridge of high ground, 
thickly set with low trees and bushes, resembling very much 
the more open parts of our New England. The Sea of Tibe- 
rias, of which we had lost sight at Meiron, was in yiew again 
for some time. We passed, now and then, shepherds tending 
their flocks, which consisted of goats as well as sheep ; the 
former remarkable for their long ears, which almost rested on 
the ground, as they cropped the grass. In proceeding so &r 
to the east, we went, in one sense, out of our way ; but the 
object was to pass round a high range of hills, instead of 
crossing them, and then turn on the other side to the south- 
west, which was our proper direction. 

Having gained this position, our course, for the remainder 
of the day's journey, lay along the bottom of a somewhat 
broad depression; between two parallel lines of hills ; a de- 
pression which had, in general, the character of a plain, sloping 
gradually towards the south-west. At one point the ground 
roee considerably, and the hills came nearer to each other, so 
as to seem at a distance to enclose the valley on that side ; but 
just beyond this apparent boundary, we foimd that the hills 
fell tapaat again, and the ground descended, at times, more 
ubtaqfij than before, till it sank down into the plain about 
Akka. The sides of the hills were well wooded with bushes 
and with trees of a moderate height ; while the intermediate 
tract along which we travelled was highly cultivated. The 
olive groves here were the noblest that I saw in Palestine. 
Some of the trees, judging from their gnarled and decayed 
trunks, must have been as old as those regarded as so ancient 
at the foot of Olivet. They were in blossom at the time, and 
the flower gave to them a beauty which that tree does not 
ordinarily possess. We crossed one copious stream, which de- 
scended from the hills on the right, and disappeared among 
the gardens and orchards near a village on the left I retain 
a delightful impression of this Galilean Tempo, if I may so call 
it The hills which enclose it on either Bide, Be^m<^^ ^ ^\u^ 
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points, almost to mingle with the sky. It was easy to think 
of them as nature's pallisades, erected for fencing out the 
world's cares and alarms, from this quiet retreat. A Sabbath 
stillness rested on the scene. The people were pursuing their 
labours at a distance, and we met but one party of travellers. 
Field and forest were clothed with verdure. Though the sun 
was hot, the heat was attempered by a gentle breeze. I could 
not keep out of mind Johnson's description of the happy val- 
ley, in his Rasselas. The tranquillity of the scene, the rural 
beauty and seclusion of the place, forced on me that remem- 
brance. 

The villages which we passed on the way were Kefr Berim, 
Semuy, Rameh, Neckev, and Medj el-Kerum. At this last 
place the ruins of a synagogue, similar to those at Meiron, are 
said to be found. This part of Galilee belonged to the tribe 
of Naphtali ; and it admits of no doubt that Rameh marks 
the site of the Bamah mentioned in Joshua xix. 36, as one of 
the cities of that tribe. It is to be distinguished from a place 
of the same name which belonged to Asher. (Joshua xix. 29.) 
A Neckeb (Joshua xix. 33), which sounds like Neckev, was 
: another of the towns of Naphtali. We had pursued here the 
track which the ancient caravans followed (it was the maritime 
route) in passing between Damascus and Egypt. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon we encamped in an olive- 
grove, near a small village called Beroe, on the border of the 
plain of Akka, and to the east of that city. Our tents were 
pitched behind a slight eminence which cut off the view to- 
wards the south and west ; but by ascending that, distant but 
a few rods, we could see the Mediterranean, Akka, the monas- 
tery on Carmel, and the whole expanse of the besuitifiil plain 
at the foot of that mountain. Beroe is put down on Bitter's 
map, but has been generally overlooked. The villagers, as 
they returned home at evening, stopped to look at us, bat 
showed themselves dvil and friendly. Of the flies I cannot 
speak so favourably ; they exceeded in number, size, and fero- 
city, any specimens of the kind that ever fell in my way. The 
low marshy ground in the vicinity may have caused them to 
swarm so abundantly just here. 
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CHAPTER VIL 
JERUSALEM AND ITS ENYIRONS. 



THE FISST YIElf. 

" Of earthly sights," wrote Dr. Arnold,* " Rome ranks as the 
third ; Athens and Jerusalem are the other two : the three 
people of God's election— two for things temporal, and one for 
things eternal Yet, even in things eternal, the two former 
were allowed to minister." It had already heen my privilege 
to spend a month in the capital of the Roman world; it was 
reserved for me, on my return firom the East, to linger for a 
while in the ancient home of Attic arts and learning ; but now, 
on the afternoon of April the second, I was about to behold 
the greatest of these " earthly sights," — ^Jerusalem, " the city 
of the great King," — ^the scene of events the greatest that 
have entered into human history. I will presume on sufficient 
sympathy between myself and the reader to allow myself to 
state exactly how I felt at that moment. \ Our approach was 
along the JaflBi road, from the north-west. I knew, from the 
changing aspect of the country, which grew wilder and wilder 
as we ascended one height after another, that we could not be 
fu from the limit of our journey. I have read of many tra- 
vellers, who, on approaching the holy city, have been impa- 
tient to obtain the first view ; who have hurried forward to 
outstrip their companions, and be the first to cry " Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem 1" My impulse was just the reverse of this. I fell 
back into the rear of the company, allowed the others to pre- 
cede me, turned my face, in fact, for a while, in the opposite 
direction; and, though I had then only to lift up my eyes, 
and gratify a desire which had been for years one of the 
strongest of my heart, and which had incited me to cross seas 



* As he wae approaching Rome. See hit life and correspondence by Mr. 
Stanley (Am. ed.), p. 496^ 
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and contiDents, I shrank, at last, from giving up the • 
salem of my imagination for a reality, which, I knew too 
must he attended with some disappointment. The trot 
no place of which we have read and thought much can a 
pond exactly with our antieipationa ; and, though it may p 
after a fUUer acquaintance, to he as worthy of our inteiesi 
admiration as we had supposed, yet, if it differs at first 
from our previous notions, that difference itself diminishe 
pleasure, and causes us to feel disappointed. Yet, afte 
the first sight of Jerusalem, though it may not turn out 
the exact original of the i^ctuie in the traveller's min 
novel and interesting. As seen from the direction in whi< 
advanced, it appears to lie <mi the side of a hill sloping toi 
the east The walls, notched with hattlemcnts, the c 
circuit of which lies at once beneath the eye ; the turrets c 
Church of the Sepulchre ; the minarets ; the lofty cupola c 
Mosque of Omar ; the towering castle of David ; the dome 
terraced roofe of the houses ; come suddenly into view, 
produce a startling effect. It should be added, that the 
form of Olivet, as it rises over the city, on the left, ani 
distant hills of Moab in dim perspective, belong to the 
which greets the eye from this particular position. 

WHAT IS FBOPOSED. 

Jerusalem was the great pmnt of central interest ti 
ancient people of Gk>d, both in a civil and a religious f 
Q^e Psalmist (cxxiL 1, sq.) recognizes these two groun 
attachment to the capital, in the words which he puts int 
mouth of the Hebrew pilgrims : 

** I rejoice in those who uj to me, 
* Unto the house of Jehovah we wHI go.* 
Standing now are our feet 
Witliin thy gates, Jerusalem t 
Whither go np the tribes, 
The tribes of Jehovah, as prescribed to Israel, 
To give thanks unto the name of Jehovah. 
For there are set thrones of Judgment, 
The tlmmes of the house of David. 
For the sake of the house of Jehovah, our God, 
I will seek thy welfiu^** 

So, also, at the present time, no place in the Bible en 
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the read^s aAleatioQ so often as the holy city. The leading 
namtiYes ol the 014 Testament, the journeys of the Sayiour, 
the tngieerents eonneeted with his death, his ascension, the 
fint <(onflicW and triumphs of the gospel, all conduct us to 
fenmkm as the great scene of the transactions whidi give 
interest and importance to the sacred record. Every person 
must be anxious to f(»7n in his mind a distinct image of so re- 
markable a place. It may be useful to set apart a few pages 
to the attempt to gratify that desire. The difficulty will be to 
select judiciously from so wide a field the points best entitled 
to be made prominent in a rapid sketch. The material here is 
80 cofHoos, that it would be easy to write a volume, if another 
Tdume were needed, on this single topic. I aim at nothing 
begrond a general outline of the subject. For the sake of guard- 
ing against the confusion which is apt to arise from too great a 
nmltipliGily of particulars, we may pass over entirely the per- 
idezed questions of archeologists, so important in their place, 
as well as the minute details which modify, of course, all gene- 
nJ statements. I rely on books for a few statistical data ; but, 
^erwise, shall endeavour to transfer to the reader the pic- 
ture of Jerusalem and its environs which a survey of the scene 
has imprinted on my own mind. 

SITE OF JERUSALEH. 

The sitoation of Jerusalem is remarkably unique, and may 
be understood the more easily on that account. We are to 
conceive of the mountains which extend from the plain of 
Esdraelon to the southern borders of Palestine, as sinking 
down with some abruptness, near the point where they attain 
their greatest elevation, and spreading themselves out into a 
moderate plateau. This plain is cut off from the adjacent 
country on three sides, — ^namely, the east, west, and south, — 
hy deep valleys ; while on the north it is connected by a level 
tract, with the higher ground in that direction. Jerusalem 
occupies the space so nearly enclosed by these valleys; it 
stands on what may be called a tongue, or projection of one 
of the mountains of Judea. Q^e eastern valley begins on the 
north-west ; but, on reaching the north-east comer of the dty^ 
dutnges its course, and runs nearly north and. «ou\)ii. Tc!^& *a 
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the valley of the Eedron, as it is called in the Old Tesb 
or of Jehoshaphat, a later name, which was derivec 
bably, from a fiEdse interpretation of Joel iiL 2. The n 
valley, known as Gihon, approaches the city from the 
west, flows to the soath as feur as the south-western ezt 
of Zion, where it turns abruptly to the east, and passes 
the south of Jerusalem, until it intersects the valley 
hoshaphat. In the latter part of its course it bendi 
and more to the east, and for a short distance runs ] 
to the valley from the north into which it falls. This 
sion of Gihon, on the south of Jerusalem, is called U 
The ground on which the city stands rises into three 
eminences, the principal ones of which are Mount Zion 
west, and Moriah on the east, with a depression b 
them, the ancient Tyropoean, which fells into the vi 
Hinnom on the south. Jerusalem occupies nearly the ; 
point of land between the Jordan and the Mediterr 
distant about twenty-five miles from the former, and 
five from the latter. The water-shed of the region 
about two miles to the west It lies in latitude 
north, and longitude 35° 13' east from Greenwich. 

The present walls of the city embrace a circuit of ab< 
miles and a half. They stand, generally, as near the 
the valleys as the ground will allow; except that a 
Moriah, known as Ophel, and the southern extremity c 
are now outside of the city. The figure which the walls c 
is an irregular oblong ; the more extended sides runnii 
east to west. They vary in height from twenty to fifty 
the surface of the ground may require. The present w 
not older than the sixteenth century. They are fd 
with turrets and loop-holes, but would afford little f 
against the present mode of warfiare. 

The city has four gates at present in use, which look 1 
the cardinal points ; namely, the Jafifa gate on the w) 
Damascus gate on the north, that of St. Stephen on tl 
and Mount Zion's on the south. The first two receii 
names from the cities to which the roads that start froi 
lead; the third is so called from a tradition that tl 
Christian martyr was put to death in that quarter ; f 
ibiirtJiy from its sitaation, oa Mount Zion. Three 
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smaller gates have been closed up, which are now seldom or 
never opened. 

No one can doubt that the ancient Jerusalem enclosed a 
wider circuit than the modem town. It included, no doubt, 
the whole of Zion and Moriah, and a portion of the open 
country on the north-west side, where the ruins of houses 
are still found which must have belonged to the city. It had 
two walls in the days of Christ, except where the precipitous 
banks were supposed to render one wall a sufficient protection ; 
and, shortly before the siege of Titus, it was strengthened by 
a third wall, added by Herod Agrippa. Its position in the 
heart of a mountainous country, its distance from the great 
tiioroughfares of commerce and migration, and its almost 
impregnable strength, in consequence of the ravines around 
it, preserved the existence of the Jewish capital for a period 
of time ahnost unequalled in the history of nations. Its final 
oonquest and destruction were effected only by the last efforts of 
Roman courage and power. Titus, the victor, was compelled 
to own that a divine arm interposed in his behalf.* 



THE GHAKGES OE TIKE. 

The circumstance which might be supposed at first thought 
to afiford the chief pleasure of a visit to Jerusalem is not the 
one, in fact, which fulfils that expectation. It would be grati- 
^^ing, certainly, to be able to identify the exact places which 
the events of Scripture have rendered memorable. It is im- 
possible, however, to do this, except in a few cases. Traditions, 
it is true, are current among the oriental Christians, which 
profess to give us all the information on such points that 
any one could desure. Some of them may be well founded ; no 
reflecting person would reject them all as alike worthless. 
Bat, in general, such traditions are nothing but vague conjee- 
jectures; they are incapable of being traced back far enough 
to give them the value of historical testimony, and often are 
contradicted by facts known to us from the Bible and other 

• The Boman writers record his declaration that, unless the gods had 
iBoght agaioat the Jews, he conld nerer hare taken their dtf. 
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sources, or dash with other traditions maintained with equal 
confidence. Yeiy few spots exist at Jerusalem, or in the 
nei^bourhood, to which the traveller can turn his steps, and 
feel, as he stands there, that he is looking upon the undoubted 
scene of this or that particular occurrence, of which we read 
with so mudi interest in the sacred volume. 

Kor can any one reasonably be surprised at this &ct. '^ No 
ancient city," says Yon Raumer, ^' not excepting Rome itsell^ 
has undergone (since the age of Christ) so many changes as 
Jerusalem. Not only houses, palaces, temples, have heem 
demolished, rebuilt and destroyed anew, but entire hiUs on 
which the dty stood have been dug down, and valleys filled 
up."* When the Episcopal church was built, a few yean 
ago, on Mount Zion, it was found necessary, as I was told, to 
dig through the accumulated rubbish to the depth of forty feet 
or more, in order to obtain a proper support for the founda- 
tions. But, although such alterations impair or destroy our 
means of identifying particular places, we can yet feel assured, 
as we look around us at Jerusalem, that within the space of a 
few miles, at least, all those great events occurred which give 
to that city its world-wide interest. Especially do the objecU 
and asi)ects of nature remain unchanged. Olivet, Moriah, 
Zion, the valleys, rocks, fields, the nearer and more distant 
scenery, are still there, just as they met the view of those 
whose names are so imperishably connected with them. It k 
such general reflections that the traveller finds it the most 
interesting to entertain. He feels tbat he secures the great 
reward of his journey, if he can obtain a fresh and vivid 
impression of natural objects, of the permanent features of the 
country, the various points of contrast or agreement wfaidi 
that part of the world offers, as compared with what we observe 
or miss here at home. 

I remained at Jerusalem nearly four weeks ; and sought, 
during that time, to make myself £Eimiliar, first, with the 
objects of interest around the city, and, secondly, with tiie 
remains of Hebrew and Christian antiquity witliin it. Let as 
now traverse rapidly the same ground anew ; glancing, as we 
proceed, which is all that can be done within our present limits, 

* PfilMtina, yon Karl von Baomer (LS60), p. 952. 



XOVHT or 0LITB8. 165 

at the prominent pcHnts of view, and the places of chief inter- 
est which engage the observei'B attention on the spot 



VIEW FBOK ST. STEFHETS OATE. 

Threading our way through the narrow streets of the citj, 
we arrive at St. Stephen's gate, <m the east side, and com- 
mence our circuit there. Passing out, we stop, for a moment, 
onder the walls, and look around us. Oiiposite to us, across 
«he narrow valley on the edge of whidi we stand, rises the 
Mount of Olives. It stretches so &r from north to south as 
to intercept entirely the view towards the east The top is 
not level, hut notched with three summits : the middle one of 
which is the highest, crowned with a cluster of buildings, 
prominent among which is a small mosque with a minaret. 
This central height is pointed out as the scene of the as- 
eension ; and a chapel stands there, consecrated to the me- 
mory of that event Three paths, deeply worn, lead over 
the mount. The middle one goes directly to Bethany, on 
the eastern side, the home of Lazarus, to which the Saviour 
retired so often during his visits to Jerusalem ; the one fur- 
ther to the south leaves that village a Utile on the left, aud 
is the road to Jericho and the Jordan. We gaze at those 
paths the more intently, because we can have no doubt tliat 
tbe feet of the Saviour trode them again and again, as he ap- 
proached the city or left it That reflection came over me 
with snch power, as my eyes fell upon them for the first time, 
that I could not refrain from weeping. Olivet has shared 
in the general neglect which has converted so much of the 
countiy into a desert. It is naturally susceptible of high cul- 
tivation. It must have been adorned, anciently, with fields 
of grain, groves, and orchards. At present it exhibits, on 
the whole, a desolate aiipearance. Rocky ledges crop out, 
here and there, above the surface, and give to the hill a 
broken, sterile aspect. The loose soil, which might other- 
wise cover them in part, is left to be washed away. Yet 
the mount is not wholly destitute of verdure even now. A 
few spots are planted with grain ; and fruit-trees, as almonds, 
figs, pomegranates, olives, are scattered up and down its sides. 
The olives take the lead, decidedly, and thus vindicate the 
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propriety of the ancient name. A shepherd, watching a fev 
sheep or goats, emerges now and then into view, and giTes 
diversity to the scene. From our position at the gate, m 
see distinctly the enclosure of Glethsemane, at the foot of the 
mount. 

Just at our left, under the wall, is a large reserroir, where 
several men are raising water for their horses and other ani- 
mals, by means of a windlass, with a jar or bucket attadied 
to it. The people come hither, also, to bathe. The irater 
here was sufficient fbr that purpose as late as the beginning 
of ApriL On our right lies a Mohammedan cemetery, which 
covers a great part of the eastern slope of Moriah in that 
quarter. 

THE BSOOK EEDSOir. 

Leaving our new station, we go forward, and, at the dis* 
tance of a few rods, begin to descend the steep bank before 
us, into the valley of the Eedron. On our way we pass the 
spot said to have been stained by the blood of the martyr 
Stephen. From the edge of this slope to the bottom the dis- 
tance is about four hundred feet ; the actual height may he 
one hundred feet The valley, which we now cross, runs 
from north to south, overlooked by the walls of the city on 
the west, and the ridge of Olivet on the east In two or 
three minutes we come to a bridge, or causeway, over the 
dry bed of the KedroiL The stream which bears this name 
makes its appearance at a point a little south of Jerusalem, 
and runs thence in winter to the Dead Sea. The part of the 
gulley opposite to the city contains no water, unless a little 
may be found there for a short time after a heavy raiiL* The 
brook belongs properly to the' southern part of the glen, but 
gives name to its entire course. On the right hand and left, 
just before we step on the bridge, several fig-trees and oUves 
shade our path. The valley, as we look up from this point 
towards the north, becomes wider and less abrupt, but on 
the other side contracts itself, in consequence of the nearer 

* An American friend, who had resided at Jenualem through the whiter, 
and had kept an eye on this matter, stated to me that he had nerer seen anj 
water thei-e at any time. 
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Q>proacli of Oliyet and Moriah to each other. Beyond the 
iHridge we pass, on the left hand, a chapel built over a deep 
grotto, known as the tomb of the Virgin. On one occasion 
I attended a religious service here at early dawn. The sight 
of so much splendour in such a place surprised me. A ga- 
laxy of lamps of massive silver, suspended from the roof, 
poured their mingled light through the cavern ; the offer- 
ings, no doubt, of rich devotees from the Catholic lands of 
Europe. Subterranean passages branch out from this grotto 
in various directions. A large tree, with outstretched branches, 
stands in front of it, where a group of loungers may be seen at 
almost all hours. 

GETHSEKAHE. 

Following now a path which turns a little to the south, 
at the distance of eight or ten rods beyond the bridge, we 
reach the north end of the garden of Qethsemane. The 
ground begins to rise here, and we stand at the western foot 
of Olivet It is the spot above every other which the visitor 
must be anxious to see. It is the one which I sought out 
before any other, on my arrival at Jerusalem, and the one of 
i^ch I took my last formal view on the morning of my de- 
parture. The tradition which places the agony and betrayal 
of the Saviour here has a great amount of evidence in its sup- 
port Eusebius, Bishop of Oaesarea, who lived almost early 
enoHgh to have taken by the hand some aged Christian who 
had seen the companions of the apostles, speaks of the gar- 
den as well known ; and Jerome, about fifty years later, re- 
peats the same testimony, and describes the situation of the 
spot in accordance with the present locality. There is no 
proof that the tradition has ever wavered. The indications 
in the New Testament favour entirely the same view. When 
it is said that " Jesus went forth with his disciples beyond the 
brook Eedron, where was a garden" (John xviii. 1), it is im- 
plied that he did not go fax up the Mount of Olives, but 
xeached the place which he had in view soon after crossing the 
bed of that stream. The garden is named in that passage 
with reference to the brook, and not the mountain. 

The space enclosed as Oethsemane contains about one third 
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of an acre, and is surrounded by a low wall, oovere 
white stucco. It is entered by a gate, kept und^ k 
key, under the control of one of the convents at Jer 
The eight olive-trees here are evidently very aged ; i 
them, though they are still verdant and productive, 
decayed, that heaps of stones have been piled up again 
trunks, to keep them from being blown down by th< 
Trees of this class are remarkably long-lived, and it is i 
possible that those now here may have sprung from tfa 
of those which grew there in the days of Christ * Otfec 
trees, apparently quite as old, occur just beyond the li 
the enclosure. It may be allowed that the original 
may have been more or less extensive than the presei 
or have stood a few rods further to the north or the 
but £gu*, certainly, from that spot it need not be si: 
to have been. We may sit down there, and read thi 
ing narrative of what the Saviour endured for our r 
tion, and feel assured that we are near the place wl 
prayed, ''saying, Father, not my will, but thine be < 
and where, " being in an agony, he sweat as it wei« 
drops of blood, falling down to the ground." 

" He bows beneath the ^s of men; 
He cries to God, and crtes again. 

In sad Gethseniane; 
He lifts his moumftil eyes above— 

* My Father, can this cap remove? * 

" With gentle resignation still. 
He yielded to his Father's will 
In sad Gethsemane; 

* Behold me here, thine only Son; 
And, Father, let thy will be done.* 

" The Father heard; and angels, there, 
Sustained the Son of Gtod in prayer. 

In sad Gethsemane; 
He drank the dreadful cup of pain — 
Then rose to life and Joy again.' *t 

The garden has a reservoir, which supplies water for m 
ing the ground, and cultivating a few flowers. A series < 
pictures may be seen on the interior face of the wall, rep 



* See Schubert's Reise in das Mor^cnland, vol. UL p. 52L 
t The author of these lines is the iivv. & F. Smith, DJX 
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ing different scenes in the histoij of Christ's passion, such as 
the scourging, the mockeiy of the soldiers, the sinking beneath 
the cross, and the like. As I sat beneath the olives, and ob- 
aerved how yeiy near the dty was, with what perfect ease a 
person there could surrey at a glance the entire length of the 
eastern wall, and the slope of the hill towards the yalley, I 
eoold not divest myself of the impression that this local pecu- 
liarity should be allowed to explain a passage in the account of 
the Saviour's apprehension. Every one must have noticed 
aomething abrupt in his summons to the disciples — ** Arise, let 
us be going ; see, he is at hand that doth betray me." (Matthew 
zxvL 46.) It is not improbable that his watchful eye at that 
moment caught sight of Judas and his accomplices, as they 
issued from one of the eastern gates, or turned round the north- 
ern or southern comer of the walls, in order to descend into 
the valley. Even if the night was dark,* he could have seen 
the torches which they carried, and could have felt oo uncer- 
tainty respecting the object of such a movement at that un- 
seasonable hour. This view is not necessary to the explana- 
tion of the passage, but it is a natural one, and supplies a con- 
nection between the language and the external circumstances, 
which augments exceedingly the graphic power of the nar- 
rative. 

As I was passing near Qethsemane one day, I saw, at a little 
distance, a shepherd engaged in shearing one of his flock. The 
animal lay stretched before him on the ground, submitting, 
without resistance or complaint, to the operation which he was 
performing. It seemed as if every movement of the shears 
would lacerate the flesh ; the feet were bound ; the man's knees 
were pressed rudely against the sides of the helpless captive. 
This posture, so irksome, had to be endured for a considerable 
time before the ample fleece was removed. Yet, during it all, 
it was wonderful to observe how patient the creature remained ; 
it struggled not, opened not its mouth. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances the incident might not have attracted my atten- 
tion ; but, being seen in such a place, it spoke to my heart with 
touching power. How could I forget the prophet's use of that 
emblem, in describing the spirit of unshrinking submission to 

* Bnt lee the remarks on page 91. 
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appointed sufifering, which was to distinguish the Saviour of 
men, and of which he gave such matchless proof in the agony 
of the garden ! Isaiah (liiL 7) said, with reference to tiiat trait 
of his character, *' He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth." 

TOMBS nr THE YALLET OF JEHOSHAPHAT« 

Leaving Gethsemane, we go down the valley, along a path 
a little to the east of the Eedron, and, in a few moments, oome 
to a cluster of remarkable tombs on our left They have the 
form of beautiful temples ; and two of them, instead of beiiig 
constructed of stones laid upon each other, have been sculp- 
tured out of the rock in one solid mass. The most perfect of 
them is known as the tomb of Absalom ; who, having no pos- 
terity, is said to have *^ reared for himself a pillar in the king's 
dale, to keep his name in remembrance." (2 Samuel zviii l&l 
One of them is called the tomb of Zacharias, the martyr of that 
name, who was slain between the temple and the altar." 
(Matthew xxiiL 35.) Another is commonly marked as the 
cave of St. James, because he is said to luive taken reluge 
there on the night of the betrayal. The structures are un- 
doubtedly ancient ; but show a style of decoration not earlier 
than the Roman age. It is possible that they may be older, 
and that the embellishmaits were added at a later period. 

The ground behind these tombs, along the base and up the 
sides of Olivet, glitters with the white slabs which cover the 
graves of the Jews buried there. The stones are slightly de 
vated, and marked with Hebrew inscriptions. This is their 
great cemetery ; the one in which they esteem it so great a 
privilege to be interred.* Still further back on the hiU occurs 
a labyrinth of tombs, singulariy intricate, which extend for a 
great distance under ground ; they are called the Tombs of the 
Prophets, though for what reason is unknown. At the point 
where we now are the Valley of Jehoshaphat is narrower than 
in any other part. 

* See page 148. 
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TOUvTAnr or the ytrghs. 

Off against the pillar of Absalom we cross an arch over the 
bed of the Kedron to the western side. A path here leads up 
the steep bank of Moriah to the south-east comer of the 
Haram, or enclosure of the mosque, so that we are now oppo- 
site to the south end of the citj. The level of the city is not 
less than a hundred and fifty feet aboye us. We go forward 
again down the yalley, and, at the distance of about fifteen 
hundred feet, come to the mouth of a remarkable pool on our 
li^t, which lies in the bosom of an immense rock. It is evi- 
dently artificial, cut into the eastern side of Ophel, as the part 
ci Moriah which projects out of the walls is here called. Two 
flints of steps— the first sixteen, the second thirteen, with a 
plane ol twelve feet between them— lead down to the water. 
The depth below the level of the valley is twenty-five feet. 
The source of the water is a mystery. It is probably connected 
in some way with a system of aqueducts or fountains, under 
the temple mount, which has not yet been explored. The 
water flows off through a subterranean passage under the hill, 
into a pool on the opposite side. The fountain has been ob- 
served to rise and fall at frequent intervals ; though it was not 
my good fortune to observe any instance of that fluctuation. 
The basin is fifteen feet long, and five or six feet wide. The 
people resort to this place to fill their skins or jars with water ; 
and, in hot weather, make no scruple to use it as a bath. The 
style of the work must convince every one that it was con- 
structed by Jewish hands ; and it is not strange that attempts 
have been made to identify it with some one of the pools men- 
tioned in the Scriptures. It has borne, at dififerent times, the 
name of ahnost every one of them. Some of the opinions on 
this subject are certainly false, and the others are nothing more 
than conjectures. 

THE POOL OF SILOAM. 

Setting forth again, we pursue still the path between the 
Kedron and the base of the Ophel. On the other side of the 
valley, along the foot of Olivet, lies a small Arab village, called 
811 wan, though scattered over considerable ground. The ^^^V;^ 
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here live in miserable huts, some of which, in fact, are sepulchres 
hewn in the rocks, where the ancient inhabitants of Jerusalem 
buried their dead, l^ear here, as the name of the place indi- 
cates, must have stood that tower of Siloam, of which we read 
that it *' fell, and slew eighteen persons." (Luke xiiL 4.) This 
part of Olivet, the southern extremity, is caUed usually the 
Mount of Offence ; because Solomon and some of the later 
kings are said to have practised there the abominations of 
idolatry. 

Having advanced about fourteen hundred feet, we now torn 
around the sharp point of Ophel, to the right, and see before 
us the valley of the Tyropoeon, the depression, or recess, be- 
tween Moriah and Zion, on the south of the city. Here, at 
the base of Ophel, where it rises to the height of forly or fifty 
feet, in a slight channel, cut in the rocky bottom for the pur- 
pose, a streamlet murmurs gently along, sparkling in the sun- 
beams. This is the rill which Milton has made so familiar to 
us as 

" SUoah*8 brook, that flowed 

Fast by the oracle of God.'* 

Isaiah (viii. 6) speaks of ^* the waters of Shiloah, that go softly." 
Who can doubt that he referred to the same peculiarity of the 
tranquil flow of the current, which is so observable at present 1 
We follow this stream a few steps towards the north-west, 
and come then to the Pool of Siloam, out of which it flows. 
Josephus mentions a pool of this name, and describes it as 
situated precisely here ; so that no doubt can exist as to its 
being the Pool of Siloam, to which our Saviour sent the blind 
man to wash for the recovery of his sight (John iz. 7.) The 
water issues first from an excavation in the side of Ophel, and 
then passes into a reservoir, at the distance of a few feet Some 
broken columns, and other fragments, show that an edifice, 
probably a church, was formerly built over this pooL It con- 
tained, when I saw it, two feet of water.* A zig-zag passage, 
cut through the solid rock, nearly two thousand feet in length, 
connects Siloam with the fountain of the Firgin, on the o]^ 
site side of OpheL The same stream, of course, supplies both 
- ■* 

• The length of the reservoir Is given as fifty-three f!Bet» the breadth ss 
eifl^iteen, and the depth as nineteen. 
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fountains. The brook of Siloah, after running a few rods to 
the east, irrigates a plantation of fruit-trees and vegetables; it 
18 the most fertile spot in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. Here, 
no doubt, was the ** king's garden," of which Nehemiah speaks 
0iL 15) as near the *' pool of Siloah." 



POBHEB BESEBYQIBS. 

We turn a little to the east from the pool, and cross a cause- 
way towards the south, built up against the mouth of the Ty- 
ropoBon, where it Ms into the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The 
ground here indicates incontestably that one or more reservoirs 
existed formerly above this dam, which may have been filled 
with water partly from the winter rains, and partly from the 
pool of Siloam. A writer who lived about a. d. 600 mentions 
<Hie of them as a place to which the people had free access, at 
certain hours, for the purpose of swimming and bathing* 
The basin could be distinctly traced as late as the close of the 
sixteenth century. Dr. Robinson remarks that it was probably 
ancient. The space is now filled up with earth and cultivated. 

WELL OF EK-SOOEL. 

Just below this causeway is the point where the Valley of 
Hinnom, which runs from west to east on the south of Jeru- 
salem, falls into the Valley of Jehoshaphat. We pass that 
point a short distance, and come to a well, which can be no 
other than the £n-Rogel of Scripture. It is a living fountain, 
sank to a great depth in the earth. It is mentioned (Joshua 
XV. 7, 10) as one of the boundaries between Judah and Benja- 
min. Adonijah and his accomplices were feasting here when 
Solomon was proclaimed king, and, as would be so perfectly 
easy at that distance, heard the shout of the people which rent 
the city on that occasion. (See 1 Kings L 9, sq.) The trees 
and gardens which surround us here give to the place a cheer- 
fol aspect Here is the proper head of the brook Eedron. 
After the rains of winter the water issues from the ground, in 
two places, and gradually swells into a torrent, which plunges 

• See Tobler*8 SUoabqnelle nnd der 0«lbeTg CV^^^i ^ %'^* 
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over its rocky bed through the wild ravine, until it enters the 
Dead Sea. This well is said to have concealed the fire of the 
temple during the period of the captivitj, and is sometiines 
called Nehemiah's well, because he is supposed to have re- 
covered the fire thence, on the return from the exile. The 
natives call it, also, Joab's well, possibly on account of his 
participation in the conspiracy of Adongah. 



YALLET OF BJSSOIL 

Retracing our steps to the point of intersection, we turn to 
the west, and soon enter the narrow gorge which protects Jeru- 
salem on the south. The scene here is almost terrific, both in 
its aspect and its associations. It is the ancient Hinnom, or 
Gehenna, where a perpetual fire was kept burning, to ooDsume 
the offal and rubbish thrown out of the city ; and where tfa^ 
idolatrous Hebrew kings caused children to be sacrificed to 
Moloch. A wall of frowning rocks and precipices hangs over 
us on the left, and the southern extremity of Zion rises so 
steeply on the right that one must almost look up into the 
zenith in order to scale the top of it with the eye. Tradition 
has named the hill on the left the Hill of Evil Council, be- 
cause Judas is said to have met the Jewish priests in a house 
there, for the purpose of concerting measures to betray the 
Saviour to them. The rocky sides of this hill are full of sepul- 
chres, now unused, except as shepherds occasionally resort to 
them with their flocks for shelter. The expense and labour 
lavished upon many of them indicate that they were appro- 
priated once to the interment of the wealthier frtmilies of the 
city. One afternoon I wandered out alone, and spent some 
hours in exploring these gloomy abodes of the dead. It so 
happened that no person appeared anywhere within sight; no 
voice or footfall of any living thing reached the ear ; a silence 
profound as the grave reigned around me ; and, as I looked 
into one tomb after another, and surrendered my mind to the 
thoughts which the genius of the place would natmally 
awaken, I found myself oppressed at length with a feeling so 
desolate and horror-stricken, that it was a relief to get thnra^ 
with my task, and come forth where I could see and hear again 
the sights and sounds of a living world. 
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THE DEATH OF JUDAS. 

As we pass the rocky heights of Hinnom we are reminded 
of the miserahle end of the traitor. Matthew states (xxvii. 6) 
that Judas, after having brought his money and thrown it 
down in the temple, went and hanged himself. Luke states 
(Acts L 18) that he ** purchased a field with the reward of ini- 
quity, and fidling headlong, burst asunder in the midst, and 
all his bowels gushed out" We haye no certain knowledge as 
to the mode in which we are to combine the two statements, 
80 as to connect the act of suicide with what happened to the 
body. InterxHreters have suggested that Judas may have 
hong himself on a tree near a precipice over the villey of 
ninnom, and that the limb or rope breaking, he fell to the 
bottom, and was dashed to pieces by the fall For myself, I 
felt, as I stood in this valley, and looked up to the rocky ter- 
races which hang over it, that the proposed explanation was a 
perfectly natural one. I was more than ever satisfied with it. 
I measured the precipitous, almost perpendicular walls, in dif- 
ferent places, and found the height to be variously forty, 
thirty-six, thirty-three, thirty, and twenty-five feet. Olive 
trees still grow quite near the edge of those rocks, and, no 
doubt, in former times they were still more numerous in the 
tame place. A rocky pavement exists, also, at the bottom of 
the pedpices; and hence, on that account, too, a person who 
should fell from above would be liable to be crushed and 
mangled, as well as killed. The traitor may have struck in 
his fell upon some pointed rock, which entered the body and 
caused ** his bowels to gush out." The Aceldama, or field of 
blood, which was purchased with his money, tradition has 
placed on the Bill of Evil Council. It may have been in that 
quarter at least ; for the field belonged originally to a potter 
(Matthew xxviL 7), and argillaceous clay is still found in the 
neighbourhood. A workman in a pottery which I visited at 
Jerusalem, said that all their clay was obtained from the hill 
over the Valley of Hinnom. Supposing Judas to have feUen 
into the valley, as suggested above, we need not understand 
Luke as saying in Acts i. 19, that '* the field of blood" was 
situated there: but simply that the field which the priests 
purchased with his money for the burial of strangers, wher^ 
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ever it was, was called Aceldama, because the fauct of the 
traitor*8 bloody end was so notorious. Matthew (xxviL 6) 
mentions another reason for the appellation, which was, that 
the money paid for the field was " the price of blood ;" not a 
different, but concurrent reason, showing that the ill-omened 
name could be used with a double emphasis. 

As we turn our eyes again to Mount Zion, on the other 
side, we see a field of grain, nearly ripe, in one place, and a 
team of oxen ploughing in another. It is on a part of the 
hill which must have been within the limits of the ancient 
city. The sight presents to us a literal fulfilment of the pro- 
phet's words, — " Zion shall be ploughed as a field, and Jeru- 
salem shall become heaps." (Micah iii. 12.) 

THE WEST SIDK 

As we pass round the south-west comer of Zion, the valley 
which we have followed up suddenly expands, and assumes a 
more cheerful look. The sacred hill towers far above us on the 
right, and the plain of Rephaim, so fertile (Isaiah xviL 5), and 
so often contested in battle (2 Samuel v. 18), comes into view 
on the left. Hinnom is the proper name, also, of this part of 
the valley (Joshua xviiL 16), but it is commonly known, for 
the sake of distinction, as Gihon. Instead of ascending the 
hill, and following the foot-path under the western wall of the 
city, let us proceed along the bottom of the valley. In a few 
minutes we come to the margin of the largest reservoir in the 
vicinity of Jerusalem, marked on the plans as Birket es-Sul- 
tan, or Lower Gihon. It is a ruin at present, incapable of 
holding any water, and has not been used, probably, for cen- 
turies. One day, as I passed there, I saw horses and donkeys 
at pasture within the limits of the ample basin. It is nearly 
six hundred feet in length, two hundred and fifty feet in 
average breadth, and forty in depth. Though the walls are 
very much decayed, they are sufiiciently distinct to show the 
extent of the work. Ijt must have been in efiect a permanent 
reservoir ; for such an amount of water as was capable of being 
collected there could hardly be exhausted before the annual 
supply was renewed. No one doubts that it was one of the 
ancient pools which supplied the city with water. It ia an- 
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c^er proof of the energy with which the Hebrews laboured to 
orercome the natural disadvantages to which they were sub- 
ject. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that a circle of artifi- 
cial lakes encompassed the Jerusalem of olden times. We 
look up from our position here to the city, and observe that 
we are directly opposite to the south-west comer of the wall. 
The outside portion of Mount Zion is occupied chiefly as a 
burial place. The road to Bethlehem, which comes down 
from the Jaffa gate, crosses the valley just below the reservoir. 
Near here, also, is a broken arch, which supported the aque- 
duct by which water was brought to Jerusalem from the Pools 
of Solomon, near Bethlehem. 

UPPEB GIHON. 

The valley, as we advance, recedes considerably from the 
line of the city walls towards the west. The bank on the 
right is somewhat steep, but much more sloping on the left. 
At the distance of several hundred yards we come to another 
pool, Birket el-Mamilla, generally supposed to be the Upper 
Gihon of Scripture. (Isaiah xxxvi. 2.) This reservoir is still 
used, and on the ninth of April contained three or more feet 
of water. It is about three hundred feet long, two hundred 
wide, and twenty feet deep. It has steps at two of the comers, 
which enable the people not only to descend and fetch up 
water, but to lead down animals to drink. It is customary, 
also, to bathe here. A large cemetery, where the Mohamme- 
dans bury their dead, extends from this point quite to the city 
walls. It is a place of great resort for promenaders, as well as 
those who visit as mourners the tombs of their friends. 



THE NOBTH SIDE. 

Turning now our steps towards the east, and crossing the 
Jaffit road, we soon strike the north-west comer of the walls, 
and find ourselves on the north side of Jerusalem. The single 
objects here which claim attention are fewer than heretofore. 
The ground, for some distance, is comparatively open and level, 
thickly studded with olive and other trees. Groups of women 
and children may be seen, at ahnost all hovoa cf^ \3ci<^ ^> 
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sitting under these trees, enjoying the pleasant shade. A 
swing attached to the hranches i^ords a &yourite amusement 
On the outer edge of this level tract, marked as Scopus on the 
maps, Titus pitched his camp, on his arrival to hesiege Jeru- 
salem. The ruins of houses abound here on everj side ; a jmraf 
that we are walking over the site of the ancient city. Some 
of the cisterns are quite perfect. One of them which I me*- 
sured, not larger than many others, was thirty-two feet long, 
twen^ wide, and not less than twenty-five deep. MoYing 
towards the east, we soon pass the Damascus gate, and, at the 
distance of two hundred rods, have, on our left, the remarkable 
tombs of the kin]^, so called. These sepulchres constsi of 
several connected chambers, excavated with great labour oat 
of the solid rock, and ornamented externally with sculptured 
flowers, clusters of grapes, and other devices. It is the duty 
of the traveller to turn aside here, procure a torch, and explore 
these receptacles of the dead. Shortly beyond here, we ob- 
serve an opening in the side of a rocky ledge, just at hand on 
our left, which is called the cave of Jeremiah. It is an excavs- 
tion, probably not very ancient, out of which building material 
was obtained for the walls of Jerusalem, and other uses. The 
city wall on the right here consists of a mass of natural rod, 
seventy-five feet high, with strata so exactly corresponding with 
those of the opposite ledge that the passage between them 
must be artificial About midway in the line of the northern 
wall, on the eastern side of a buttress, we pass Herod*s gate, 
as it is called, now walled up. A few steps further on, we find 
a pool, fifty feet long and ten wide, supplied with water from a 
contiguous cistern. A narrow depression in the ground, panlld 
to the wall, reaches from this point to the north-east comer, 
supposed to have been a trench or fosse. The land on the 
north side begins to descend towards the east, as we approach 
the limit of our walk in that direction. 

THE CUtCUlT flNlHUED. 

We turn now towards the south, and pursue a path under 
the walk in that direction. A cut like a trench appears also 
here. We have now the valley of Jehoshaphat on our left, 
and the northern part of the Mount of Olives aokm tht 
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TftQey. The road over this summit leads to the ancient 
Anathoth and Bethel The bank here is not very high, though 
it fidls off abruptly. As we go on we pass through another 
Mohammedan grave-yard, which occupies the narrow space 
bet¥reen the walls and the edge of the valley. It will be 
seen, from the frequent mention made of sepidchres, ancient 
or modem, that they surround the dty, at a greater or less 
distance, on every side. At the distance of about one-third 
of the way between the north and the south extremities 
of the eastern wall we reach again St. Stephen's gate, where 
we began our circuit 

vjjsw FBOX THE TOP OF OLIVET. 

On the afternoon of April fourteenth, taking a spy-glass with 
me, I went out of the dty, and ascended to the top of the 
Mount of Olives. The view of Jerusalem and the surrounding 
ooontry from that height is one of great interest. Crossing the 
upper bridge over the Eedron, I followed the middle path 
which leads over the hill, a little to the left of the garden of 
Gethsemane. When about half way up the ascent I found 
myself, apparently, off against the level of Jerusalem. The 
mount is reckon^ as two thousand five hundred feet above 
the Mediterranean, and two hundred feet above the highest 
part of the dty. Hence, Mark (xiii. 3) is perfectly exact when 
he represents the Saviour as being ** over against the temple, 
as he sat upon the Mount of Olives" and foretold the doom 
of the devoted dty. How doubly impressive do his words 
become, when we recollect that the disciples, as they listened 
to them, had those massive " buildings of the temple" in full 
view before them, across the valley, of which they had just 
spoken to him with so much pride, and of which they were 
told that soon not ** one stone would be left on another." One 
of the most touching scenes connected with this mount is that 
of David's escape from Absalom. The aged king, dethroned by 
a fevourite son, followed only by a few trusty friends, " went 
up the ascent of Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his 
head covered, and he went barefoot, and all the people that 
were with him covered every man his head, and they went up, 
weepbg as they went up." (2 Samuel xv. 30.) 
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A decayed mosque stands on the summit, from the haloo&y 
of which we ohtain our best view of the prospect. Taking our 
stand here, and looking towards the north-east, we observe a 
blue^ line in the distance, stretching from north to south, 
which marks the course of the Jordan. The verdure on the 
banks of the river gives to it that appearance. More directly 
befbre us, as we face the east, lies the Dead Sea, in its deep 
basin, glimpses of which are seen between the heads of the 
intervening hills. The mountains of Moab appear as a con- 
fused mass on the edge of the horizon. The Saviour's tempta- 
tion took place, in all probability, in the wild region between 
us and the valley of the Jordan. On the eastern slope of the 
mount just below us is the little village of Azariyeh,t which 
has usurped the name of Bethany. Near there our Lord took 
his departure from earth to heaven. (Luke xxiv. 50.) The line 
of hills, commencing at Tekoa (Amos L 1), and extending west- 
ward, limits our view on the south. Nearer to us, within this 
line, appears a solitary, cone-shaped hill, called the Frank 
Mountain. The Crusaders are said to have maintained a 
fortress here for nearly half a century after they had been 
driven from Jerusalem. The body of Herod the Great, who 
died at Jericho, is supposed to have been entombed here. We 
are to recognize this mount as the Beth-Haccerem, of which 
Jeremiah (vi. 1) says, " Blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set 
up the sign of fire in Beth-Haccerem.*' It is a signal-fire that 
is meant, and such a fire blazing there at night would be a 
striking object, seen far and wide. Jerome, who lived at 
Bethlehem, says that he had Beth-Haccerem constantly in 
view from that place. It was from the roof of the convent at 
Bethlehem that the Frank Mountain, so peculiar in its con- 
formation, first caught my eye. About three miles south of 
Jerusalem we observe a high ridge, with a conspicuous building 
on it, which is a cloister, named Mar Elyas, in honour oi the 
prophet Elijah. We see in that direction the environs d 
Bethlehem, but not the village itself. The level tract, whidi 

* I retain the epithet which I wrote at the time. Dr. Scholts, In Us 
admirable sketch of the same view, represents the appearance as **a green 
strip on a white ground.** (Jerusalem, Eine Vorlesnng, p. 48.) The dUferenee 
may be owing to tlie variations of the atmospherei 

t The Arabic for Lazarus. 
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lies north of this point towards Jerusalem, is the plain of 
Rephaim, where David so often defeated the Philistines 
(2 Samuel v. 18-22), and which Isaiah (zvi. 6) mentions as 
noted for its rich harvests. I crossed the plain repeatedly, 
and can testify that it bears still the same character in regard 
to fertility. Indeed, if I were to name the most pleasing of 
the more distant views, in point of verdure and cultivation, 
which the observer sees from Jerusalem, it would be that 
spread out before him as he stands at the south-west comer of 
the city walls, and looks in the direction of Bethlehem, across 
the plain of Eephaim. 

BEB7 SAinilLyOB MIZFEH. 

In the north-west, about six miles off, we observe a shaft- 
like hill, which shoots up by itself to the height of some five 
hundred feet It is the Mizpeh of Scripture, which means a 
watch-tower, just the name which such a place should have. 
The national assemblies of the Jews were often held here. 
The election of Saul as king took place at Mizpeh.^ A small 
village and a mosque appear on the summit. It is called now 
Neby Samuil, from a loose tradition that the prophet Samuel 
was buried there. One of the most delightful of my excursions 
from Jerusalem was that which I made to this place. Ko one 
can see the ruins there, especially the dilapidated reservoir, 
and have any doubt that 'he is standing on Hebrew ground. 
Olivet, the Mosque of Omar, and other parts of Jerusalem, 
are visible there, bearing south-east. A finer landscape, not 
extensive, but fresh, verdant, diversified with trees, meadows, 
and cultivated fields, is rarely seen than the one which shows 
itself on the north-west. The Beth-Horons, up to wliich, and 
thence down again, Joshua chased the Amorites, while ** the 
Lord cast down upon them great hail-stones from heaven," 
(Joshua X. 10, sq.), are not fiEur off in the same direction. More 
exactly north, and in plain sight, stands El-Jib, upon a hill of 
limestone, terraced off by nature with such regularity that the 
successive steps might be mistaken for a work of art. This 



* For eridmce of the historical interest of the place, see Joshua zviil 
M; Judges xz. 1; zzL 1; 1 Samuel tIL 6; z. 17; 3 Kings xxr. 22, sq., Ac * 
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El-Jib is the Gibeon which we associate with Ajalon^ still 
found in the modem Yalo, in reference to which Joshua uttered 
the command, " Sim, stand thou still on Gibeon ; and thou, 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon." The tabernacle was kept 
here for a time during the reigns of David and Solomon. It 
was here that the latter monarch had the dream, in which he 
asked only that God would endue him with wisdom, and was 
assured that for such moderation in his desires, he should be 
rewarded not only with that gift, but with riches, honours, 
and long life. (1 Kings iii. 4, sq.) When the atmosphoe is 
clear the Mediterranean can be seen from this height with greit 
distinctness. Thus it appears that the Dead Sea and the 
Western Sea are both visible from places quite near to 
Jerusalem. Looking to the north, either from Mizpeh or 
Olivet, the hills of Samaria, among which are Gerizim snd 
Ebal, form the background of the view in that direction. 

THE KOSQTJE OF OMAfi. 

We take our stand again on Olivet. The view of Jerusalem 
is too distinct here to be imposing*; for a place which cont&ins 
so few edifices that will bear inspection, must be seen at a 
distance, and in the mass, in order to produce the best effect 
The out-standing dome on the roofis of so many of the houses 
has, at least, the interest of novelty. This peculiarity, as for 
as I recollect, belongs to a few towns in the south of Palestine. 
The want of verdure is a noticeable defect in the appearance 
of the city. A few cypresses and dwarfish palms are almost 
the only trees to be seen. The minarets, which display often 
a graceful figure are not distinguished here for beauty, and 
are not more than eight or ten in number. The buildings 
which compose the Church of the Sepulchre attract attention 
from their compartive size and elegance. 

The most conspicuous object is the Mosque of Omar ; whidi, 
from its situation in the eastern part of the city, can be sur- 
veyed here with great advantage. It stands near the centre 
of an enclosure which coincides very nearly with the court of 
the ancient temple. It is built on a platform,* four hundred 

• I adopt the details of this brief description flrom Mr. WUliams* II0I7 Ctty* 
Td IL p. 801, sq. 
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and fifty feet from east to west, and five hundred and fiftj 
fipom north to south, elevated about fifteen feet, and paved in 
part with marbl& It is approached on the west side by three 
flights of stairs, on the north by two, on the south by two, and 
on the east by one. The building itself is an octagon of sixty- 
ieven feet on a side, the walls of which are ornamented ex- 
ternally with variegated marbles, arranged in elegant and 
intricate patterns. The lower BUyry of this structure is forty- 
six feet high. From the roof of this story, at the distance of 
about one half of its diameter from the outer edge, rises a 
wall seventy feet higher, perforated, towards the top, with a 
series of low windows. Above this wall rises a dome of great 
beauty, forty feet high, surmoimted by a gilt crescent. The 
entire altitude, therefore, including tlie platform, is an hundred 
and seventy feet Tbe dome is covered with lead, and the 
roc^ of the first story with tiles of glazed porcelain. The Mosque 
has four doors, which face the cardinal points, guarded by 
handsome porches. It derives its name from Omar, one of the 
Saracen conquerors of Jerusalem, and was built in the seventh 
oentuiy. The Mohammedans regard it as their holiest sano- 
tuary after that of Mecca, i^ or any one of a different faith to 
venture there would be treated as an outrage for which nothing 
but his life could atone. The Sultan, they say at Jerusalem, 
can permit a Christian to go into the Mosque, but not to come 
oat again. It happened to me, in one instance, to make a 
mistake, and to be on the point of entering one of the forbidden 
avenues. A company of Turks, seated there perhaps to act as 
guardians, started up, and, with loud outcry and violent 
gesticulation, warned me to turn back, and not incur the con- 
sequences of the inadvertent profanation. A few foreigners 
only have ever gained admission to the interior ; among them 
the late Mr. Gatherwood was the most successful in making 
observations which have extended our knowledge of the 
premises. In his case the Turkish governor connived at the 
intrusion; and, at a critical moment, when the mob were 
about to tear the stranger in pieces, saved him by giving out 
that he was an architect employed to examine and repair the 
Mosque.* The ample court which surrounds the edifice, as 

* Mr. Catherwood has given a thi-illfng account of this adventure in a 
letter inserted in Bartlett's Walka about Jerusalem, (p. li, &«>. 
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seen through the telescope, appeared as a grasa-plot shaded 
with a few trees, and intersected with walks. I could distin- 
guish groups of men seated here and there on the ground, and 
children pursuing their pastimes. 

THE KQDESV JERUSALEIL 

We now enter the city for the purpose of naming rather than 
describing the objects or places of Scripture interest which the 
devastations of time have spared. The present Jerusalem, 
viewed apart from its history, presents very little daim to our 
notice. The population, including the Jews and Europeans, 
is supposed not to exceed seventeen thousand.* The houses 
are built either of lime or of stone ; the former are mere hovels; 
the latter are more substantial, but generally not large, and 
without any pretension to elegance. The low windows, guarded 
with iron grates, give to many of them a dreary, prison-like 
i^pearance. The streets are narrow and crooked ; some of 
them are darkened, by means of mats or stone arches thrown 
over them for the purpose of excluding the heat The bazaan, 
in comparison with those of Cairo or Damascus, are few, and 
poorly furnished. A few gardens only occur within the dty; 
though the ground is very hi from being all occupied. In the 
Jews' quarter is a large tract, partly overrun with the Indian 
fig or prickly-pear, and partly covered with ruins and rubbidi 
of every sort. Bezetha, a hill at the north end, between the 
Damascus gate and St Stephen's gate, offers many vacant 
** lots," which might be cultivated or used for the erection of 
buildings. In one place, just within the gate of St Stephen, 
on the right hand, I noticed two or three Arab tents spread 
out and occupied after the manner of the desert What a 
contrast does this state of Jerusalem offer to the ancient city! 
The Psalmist (cxxlL 3, 4) represents a company of pilgrims, on 
entering the gates, as lifting up their eyes to the scene around 
them, and exclaiming with admiration : 

** 0, Jenualem! thoa that are bnilded 
As a citf compacted together, 
Whither the tribes go ap. 
The tribes of Jehovah, as prescribed to Israel** 

* Schnlti, in his Jenualem, Elne Vorlesang; pi SS. 
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The meaning is that Jenunlem was bnilt np in all its parts ; 
and, nnlike what it now is, had no unoocapied room, no waste 
places. House ac^oined house; edifices filled the ample 
circuit ; Jerusalem, the Psalmist would say, answered then 
to the ideal of a city. 



SITE OF THE TJSKtLA, 

This is a part of the city concerning which no doubt can he 
entertained. The present area of the great Mosque correqK>nd8 
very nearly with the ground which the temple and its appmr- 
tenanoes occupied. It embraces a space idmost equal to one 
third of the city. It has the Ibrm of a parallelogram ; the 
hmger sides of which run from north to south. It is sur- 
rounded by a high wall, which is the same as that of the city 
on the east, and in part on the soutii; bat is a separate one on 
the north and west sides. It is the summit of the ancient 
Mcrish, which was cut down in one part and built up in 
another so as to furnish a proper level for the erection of the 
temple. This, probably, was the mount on which Abraham 
was called to sacrifice his son, as a test of his obedience to the 
Dtrine wilL It was used as a threshing-floor in the time of 
Darid (1 Ghnmides zxi. 15, sq.), and was added to the city by 
Solomon. It may be hoped tiiat the time is near when the 
Ingotry oi the Mohammedans will be so £Eir rehuced as to allow 
Qiristians to enter and explore this hitherto unopened field. 
Important discoTeries await those who shall be the first to 
enjoy this opportunity. 

CASTLE OF ASTOSIA, 

The site of the temple being known, we are able to deter- 
mine that of the castle, from the stairs of which Paul addressed 
the Jewish mob on the occasion mentioned in Acts xxL 34, sq. 
Josephns speaks of this castle, which was called Antonia, and 
says that it stood near the north-west comer of the temple 
area, and was so high that some of the turrets overlooked the 
court, and commanded a view of all that was done there. 
Hence, when the Jews, having dragged the apostle out of the 
temple, were seeking to kill him, Lysias the chiliarch, who 
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occupied the castle, hastened down and rescued him from the 
death which would otherwise have heen his fate. The 8itua> 
tion of the castle must have been identical in part with that 
of the house used now as a garrison of the Turkish troops at 
Jerusalem. It stands near the north-west angle of the court 
of the Mosque, and abuts on the wall on that side. Travellers 
are allowed to ascend the roof of this house, where they enjoy 
their nearest view of the site of the temple. I felt with confi- 
dence, as I stood there, that my eyes rested on the sacred 
ground where prophets and holy men assembled for so many 
generations to worship God ; and especially where our Lord, 
whose presence conferred on the temple its greatest glory, per- 
formed so many miracles, and discoursed to those who thronged 
the sanctuary. 

FOOL OF BETHESDA. 

Just to the east of the Turkish garrison, and under the 
northern wall of the Mosque, is a deep excavation, supposed 
by many to be the ancient pool of Bethesda, into which the 
sick descended *' after the troubling of the water," and were 
healed. (John v. 1, sq.) It is three hundred and sixty feet 
long, one hundred and thirty feet wide, and seventy-j&ve deep. 
The Evangelist says that this pool was near the sheep-gate, as 
the Greek probably signifies, rather than sheep-market, as 
rendered in the English version. That gate, according to 
Kehemiah iii. 1, sq., was on the north side of the temple; and 
hence the situation of this reservoir would agree with that of 
Bethesda; The present name, Birket Israil, Pool of Israel, 
indicates the opinion of the native inhabitants in regaid to the 
object of the excavation. It is no longer used as a reservdr; 
though I noticed that the ground was wet i^ong the bottom at 
the west end, and that drops of water were tridding through 
the stones of the wall. It is lined with cement, and constructed 
in other respects in such a way as seemed to me to resemble 
entirely the ancient pools or tanks, of which the trayeller finds 
so many in all parts of the country. Tet some reject this view, 
and contend that it was part of a trench or fosse which pro- 
tected the temple on the north. 
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FOOL OF •mggng'KTAir, 



Another relic of Hebrew times is a pool in the north-west 
part of the city, ascribed with good reason to king Hezekiah* 
It measures two hundred and forty feet in length, and one 
hundred and fifty feet in breadth, with indications that its 
original dimensions were greater still. The style of the work 
shows that it is ancient. It is in use at the present time, and 
receives its supply of water from Birket el-Mamilla, or the 
Upper Gihon. The aqueduct which connects the two pools 
can still be traced. We are informed that Hezekiah " made a 
pool and a conduit, and brought water into the city,'' (2 Kings 
XX. 20), and also " stopped the upper water-course of Gihon, 
and brought it straight down to the west side of the city of 
David." (2 Chronicles xxxil 30.) This language shows that 
Hezekiah constructed a pool in that part of Jerusalem where 
the present reservoir is found. The antiquity of the work, its 
situation, and the sources from which it is supplied, authorize 
the conclusion that this is the pool of which we read in the 
passages above cited. The Arabic name is Birket el-Humman, 
Pool of the Bath, because the water is used in part for supply- 
ing a bath in the vicinity. 

PILATE'S FSSTOBIUIL 

It would be interesting to know, if we could, where Pilate 
resided during his abode at Jerusalem, because that point 
would fix the scene of so many of the aflFecting events which 
preceded the Saviour's crucifixion. It is impossible to decide 
the question with absolute certainty. It was customaiy for 
the Roman governors to occupy the residences of the native 
rulers whom they displaced or succeeded; and according to 
that practice Pilate would be likely, during his visits at Jeru- 
salem, to take up his abode in the former palace of Herod the 
Great. We know the situation of this palace from information 
which Josephus has given. The tower of David, so called, just 
south of the Jaffa gate, one of the most imposing structures at 
Jerusalem, occupies the site of Herod's tower of Hippicus, 
which was connected at the same time with his palace. The 
upper part of the tower is evidently modem, but the lower 
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part exhibits a different style of workmanship, and is undoubt- 
edly a remnant of the Hippie tower, which, as Josephus states, 
was spared when Titus destroyed the dty. The prsetorium of 
Pilate, therefore,'*' was probaUy on the northem side of Moant 
Zion, and off against the temple^nount on the east In the 
court of that palace, or in the street before it, we may think of 
ate Saviour as having been arraigned at the bar of Pilate, as 
mo<&ed, and scouiged, and as having set forth thence, '^ bear- 
ing his cross," to undergo his last sufferings (m Calvary. The 
opinion of some is, that Pilate, at the time of the Saviour's 
trial, occupied the castle of Antonia. l%e commander of the 
Roman troops at Jerusalem had his quarters tliere, as we leam 
from Acts xxL 31, sq. ; but the governor of the province would 
be expected to occupy a different and more honourable jdaoe, 
in conformity with his hi^er rank. 

lOXB OF DAVID. 

On the brow of Mount Zion, where it extends begrond the 
present walls, is a smaH mosque, known as Keby Danid, or 
David's Tomb. It cannot well be doubted that tius memoffial 
marks the place, or the vicinity of the place, where the Hebrew 
kings were buried. That they were interred on Mount Zion is 
known with certainty ; for it is said of the successive kings of 
Judah that they " slept with their fathers, and were buried in 
the city of David," which is only another expresakn for Mount 
Zion. See 1 Kings xL 43 ; xiv. 31 ; xv. 8, and other passages. 
The notice in Nehemiah iii 16, represents the sepukhre of 
David as opposite to a certain pool, and the present tomb 
stands exactly off against the Lowa: Qihon, on the west of 
Jerusalem. The apostle Peter (Acts iL 29) speaks of the place 
of David's burial as a matter of gmeral notoriety ;'* his se- 
pulchre," he says, " is with us unto this day." No reason can 
be assigned why the locality in that age should have become a 
different one from that whi(di Nehemiah mentiona. Josephus 
furnishes testimony to the same effect. From that time to the 
present, as often as we hear any Jewish witnesses on the sub- 



* See Mark xr. IS. The word for prtetorfmn is rendered ** Judgment hall " 
in other paaaagea ; asi John xYfU. 28 jcix.»,eta 
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ject, we find them connecting the national tradition respecting 
David's tomb with this spot. The Mohammedans and Eastern 
CSiristians r^ard it with the same veneration, though the latter 
"View it with more interest, because they claim that a chamber 
in one of the adjac^t buildings is the upper room where the 
Saviour k^ the last passover, and where he appeared to the 
Kpos^eB alter his resurrection.'*' 

AirCZEHT STONES. 

Among the relics of antiquity, I should not omit to speak of 
the stones of immrase size which occur in the foundations of 
the walls. They are found especially at the south-east comer 
of the city, and at the bottom of the western wall of the 

* I maj be allowed to devote one other paragraph to the memory of a 
departed friend. On Mount Zion, not &r from David's tomb, is a small 
cemetery, which, after madi difflcnlty, the Turkish authoriti^^ granted some 
years ago to the American missionaries, formerly at Jerusalem. It includes 
a few rods only, is surrounded by a stone wall six or eight feet high, and 
secured by lock and key. Here, near the graves of two or three beloved 
servants of Christ, who died in labouring to revive the primitive spirit of the 
CkMpd in the East, lie the remains of the Rev. Nathan W. Fiske, late Pro- 
fessor in Amherst GoUegei He went to Palestine in the year 1847, portly to 
gratify his desire to see that land of wonderfol interest, and partly in the 
hope that the Journey might benefit his health, and enable him to resume 
Ills fitvourite labours with firesh zeal and strength. It proved that he was 
journeying to the ** heavenly Jerusalem," as well as the earthly; that he 
ir»s to reach his home in that distant land. He died on the 27th of May, 
aged forty-nine, in the calm assurance that he was exchanging earth for 
heaven. A foot]>ath, paved with stones, commencing at the gate, divides the 
cemetery into two parts; and, on the right hand, about halfway up this walk, 
off against a q>reading olive-tree, occurs the grave of Professor Fiske, a man 
Justly esteemed for his eminent talents, as well as his virtues, whose memory 
Is warmly cherished by a wide circle of friends and pupils. I had good reason 
to know, from having stood in various relations to him, how deserving he 
was of such reputatl<m and regard. My visit to his grave called up many 
affecting recollections of the past He acquiesced cheerfully in the will of 
God ; but it was impossible not to reflect how many natural feelings it would 
have gratified could he have been spared to regain once more his native 
land, and die among the kindred and friends whom it is ever a source of so 
much consolation to have near us in the last trying scene! Paueioribui 
laerimii eompositm m, et novissima in luce duideravere atiquid ocvM tui, A 
Latin epitaph, setting forth his character in Just terms, has been inscribed 
on his tomb-stone. It afforded me a melancholy pleasure to adopt means 
for having two cypresses, partly grown, transplanted at the proper season, 
and placed one at the head and the other at the foot of the grave on 1 ~ 
Zion, where his body awaits the resurrection of the liMt 
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Mosque. Some of the largest of them measure thirty feet io 
length, and six feet in thickness ; while manj of them are from 
seventeen to twenty feet long, and three or four feet thick. 
Their hevelled edges, their position and size, prove that thej 
belonged to the ancient city. Ko one can see them and have 
any doubt of this fiEict ; and it is not improbable that Solomon's 
workmen placed some of them in the situation which they 
occupy at present. This statement does not affect the truth of 
the Saviour's declaration, that " not one stone should be left 
on another ;" for, in the first place, such language might be 
used to convey only the idea of a general destruction, a signal 
overthrow ; and, in the second place, it was spoken in fact not 
of the city and its waUs, but of the buildings of the temple;" 
and in that application the language was fulfilled in the strictest 
manner. 

BRIDGE OYEB THE TTBOFCEOIT. 

A new object of interest has been brought to light within a 
few years, by the discovery of the supposed remains of an 
ancient bridge over the Tyropoeon, the hollow between Mount 
Zion and Mount MoriaL In the western wall of the Mosque 
of Omar three or four courses of stone, built into the wall, jut 
out a little from it, as if forming the spring of an arch ; and, 
as Josephus speaks of a bridge which led from the temple on 
Moriah to the Xystus on Mount Zion, it occurred to Dr. 
Robinson, on observing the projection of these stones, that the 
bridge in question may have spanned the Tyropax>n at this 
point. The upper tier of stones connected with this apparent 
arch extends fifty feet along the face of the wall, and the 
largest of the single stones vary in length &om twenty to 
twenty-five feet. The valley has evidently been filled up to 
some extent, and no doubt other stones of a similar formation 
exist in the part of the wall sunk beneath the present level of 
the ground. Though the suggestion as to the identity of these 
stones with the bridge which Josephus mentions has been 
denied or questioned by some, I may be allowed to say that 
repeated inspection of the place convinced me that it is well 
founded ; no other theory accounts in a satisfactory way at all 
for the singular appearance which the wall presents. The 
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bridge, since it existed in the time of Pompey, about 63 b.o., 
could not have been one of the works which Herod the Great 
added to the temple, so much adorned and enlarged by his 
labours. " The magnitude of the stones and the workmanship, 
as compared with other remaining monuments of Herod, seem 
to point to an earlier origin. The former temple was destroyed 
by fire, which would not affect these foundations ; nor is it pro- 
bable that a feeble colony of returning exiles could have accom- 
plished works, like these. There seems, therefore, little room 
for hesitation in referring them back to the days of Solomon, 
or rather his successors, who, according to Josephus, ' built up 
here immense walls immoveable for all time.' Ages upon ages 
have since rolled away ; yet these foundations still endure, and 
are immoveable as at the beginning." * What distant points of 
time does this fragment of an arch bind together ! How deeply 
interesting to look upon a ruin which represents so remote a 
past! 

THE HOLT SEFULCHSE. 

Not to disappoint a possible expectation of the reader, in 
this account of the objects of sacred interest at Jerusalem, it 
becomes me to say a few words respecting the Holy Sepulchre, 
so called. A church, it is well known, stands over the reputed 
tomb in which the body of the Saviour was placed, and from 
which he rose again to life. The present church was built in 
1808, in the place of a more ancient one destroyed by fire. 
Some monument of this kind has marked the spot ever since 
the time of Helena, about 326 a.]>., and perhaps earUer stilL 
The question, whether it is the genuine site or not, has been 
as strongly affirmed by some as it has been denied by others, 
and must be confessed to be not free from difficulty. Even 
Protestant writers, of the first rank as antiquaries and scholars, 
array themselves on opposite sides of the question. It is urged< 
against the genuineness of the sepulchre that it occurs within 
the limits of the present city ; whereas the EvangeUsts say ex- 
pressly that the Saviour was crucified out of the city, and was 
buried near the place where he was crucified. (John xix. 41.) 

• BibUcal Beaearchei, toL L p. 427. 
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It is replied to thk that the fint and 8eo(»d walk of the ande^^ 
d^ followed a diflferent oooise from the present walls, and 
heaoe that the alleged Oalvaiy in the north-west 8ecti<m of 
Jenualon could have been b^mid the gatea. It might be 
thon^t possible to find tnoea of the dd waUs, showing bow 
they lan, and thna clearing xsp the pdnt in dispute ; but it bo 
happens that both parties find, or imagine that thejfind, snch 
traces, and so bring forward from this sooioe ocular proof in 
coofinnation of their reflpectiTe theories. Noi is the appeal to 
Josephns allowed to be at *11 man decisive; for, though ho 
speaks at some kngth of the situation and direction of the 
walla, he emidoys terms not wholly devoid ci ambiguity, and 
is quoted, therefore, aconding to the construction put iq^ his 
language, as good authority (m both sides. 

A spirit of candour should concede, as it seems to me, that 
the aigument from tradition may be urged with very great 
effect It i^pears improbable, when viewed in the abstract, 
that the knowledge of so interesting a place as that of the 
Saviour's burial should ever have been lost; and further, 
the actual testimony whidi supports the daim of the Holy 
Sepulchre mounts bade to an eariy age, and comes firom mani- 
fold sourcea It will be borne in mind that the dispute on this 
sultject relates to the place where the Church of the Sepulchre 
stands, and not to the tomb shown to traveUers at the pre- 
sent time : for this tomb is above ground, on the floor of the 
diurch, is constructed oi marble, and altogether modem in 
j^style. It can be claimed only that the tomb now seen has 
been built over the (sriginal one, which is dtber still in exist- 
ence, but concealed from view (as some contend), or else was 
aST ^^^•Ko *>y**^e enemies of CJhristianity. 

on thT^ ^*!^!^ *® ^* *^ ^P*^ ^''^^^y ^ 
of ti^; i?^ • if ^® apparent impossibility that the present site 
dtvin Vi^.®^^'^*'*''^ «^"^^ ^^ ^'^ ^yo^ the walls of the 
•dorc««?^{f*'^u*^®®*™'"* It is difficult to see how Jem- 
titm would 1^^"^ been so huge as aU the transmitted informa- 
IHo-tivux JthTt^ ^ ^^' "^^ ^* induded the north-wert 
""^^ city ; for that is almost the only quarter 



left in wMch the walls, as they now stand, could be extended, 
without enooontering natural obstructions which it would be 
difficult to sunnount. I make no pretension to having ex- 
amined this question on historical or topographical grounds ; 
but I must saj that the ftct Just stated struck me as so irre- 
ooncDable with the supposition that the so-<»lled sepulchre can 
be the true one, that I am compelled to share the scepticism 
«f those who ngect that beliet The situation of Golgotha or 
OalTaiy, where the cross was reared, must be equally uncertain. 
It was probably a slight eminence, as the name (skuU, headland) 
would seem to indicate, and as we know, from the New Testa- 
ment, was not Ur from the garden which contained the tomb. 

This condusioQ may not be the one which the feelings of 
many persons would lead them to desire ; but no doubt it has 
been wisdy ordered, on the whole, that we are left in such ignor- 
ance respecting the identical spot where the Saviour was cruci- 
fted and boned. There are two sufficient reasons, it has been 
wen remarked,* why this obscurity should rest on such places. 
** If they were known, there might be no end to the supersti- 
tions reverence which would be felt for them, no limit to the 
pilgrimages which Protestant Christendom would make thither. 
An interest would have been imparted to holy places, which 
briongs to holy things ; a local Saviour would have been sought ; 
Jodea would have remained the glory of aU lands, in a sense 
inconsistent with that religion which was to be universal, and a 
kind oi sanction would have been given to an abuse which is 
DOW flagrant and most melandioly." 

Another reason is, that in reading the gospels, " moral 
painting, spiritual ideas absorb our attention. The local, the 
typical, the visible, have passed away. It is with thoughts, 
feelings, invisible realities, that we are concerned. It is the 
ciiaracter of our Redeemer that we must try to unlock. It is 
the spiritual significance of his actions which should engage 
our closest attention. It is the miracle itself, not the place 
where it was performed ; it is the su£fering itself and the meek 
patience with which it was endured, not the instruments with 
whidi it was infficted, that should affect our deepest sensi- 
bilities." 

^ Profeiior EdwwdBi in his Writings snd Memoir, roL L p. 890. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

SKETCHES OP PARTICULAR PIACE8. 

The proposed limits of the present work allow me to insert 
only a few additional statements relating chiefly to places 
which are mentioned in the New Testament, and important, 
therefore, as illustrating the personal history of the Redeemer. 
The notices are miscellaneous in their character, though it 
happens that most of them are derived from memoranda of 
my journey in Galilee, the principal theatre of the events 
which make up the narrative of the Evangelists. It may,be 
expedient, conducive perhaps, to the interest of the aoooont, 
if I speak of the places which it is proposed to mention, in 
connection with some of the circumstances which attended my 
visit to them. 



BETHLEHEK. 

Next to Jerusalem, certainly no two places have a 
stronger hold on the imagination and feelings of most readers 
of the Bible, than Bethlehem and Nazareth ; the former as 
associated with the great mystery of the incarnation of the 
Son of God ; the latter as the home in which he dwelt during 
the greater part of his earthly existence. I visited Bethlehem 
. on two occasions ; once on my return from an excursion to the 
Jordan and the Dead Sea,^ and agaui on my return from a 

* For the want of a better place, I may mentioii here a ttct of anffldeaft 
geographical interest to deaenre to be recorded. On arriving at the Dead 
Sea, we all, of course, made trial of the buoyancy of the waters; and two of 
the company, more adventurous than the rest, continned to bathe in tiiem 
for three quarters of an hour— one of them complaining afterwards of aoiiie 
unpleasant sensations that hung about him for a time, but othemriae eipe* 
riendng no iAJury. A rocky islet lay off the shore, distant some sixty or 
eighty rods. The individuals referred to, deceived as to the distance, nadcF* 
took to swim to the island, and, by exerting their utmost strength, acoom- 
plished the feat On returning they struck for the shore at a dilfereBt 
point; and, fortunately for them in their exhausted state, fbond the water 
80 shallow as to be able to wade almost the whole way. Some writers have 
denied or doubted the existence of an island at the north end of tiie Dead 
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tour to the south of Judea, extended to Hebron, Tekoa, and 
the Frank Mountain. My first view of the place was from the 
east, on coming out of the desert which borders on the valley 
of the Jordan. It appeared here as a walled town on the 
summit of a rugged hill, overlooking a valley which descends 
steeply toward the north and the east, the other sides of the 
hill not being seen distinctly from this direction. The general 
aspect of the region was richer, more attractive, than I had 
supposed. The slope on the north-east presented a thick 
aiiay of fig-trees and olives, especially the former. On the 
outer edge of the valley we passed a tract of some extent, un- 
enclosed, after the fashion of the countiy, a part of which had 
leoently been ploughed up for a new crop, and a part was 
I^anted with wheat and barley, the latter requiring but a short 
time (it was the first week in April) to come to maturity. 
This was the season, therefore, " the beginning of the barley 
harvest/' when Naomi, with her daughter-in-law, arrived at 
Bethlehem from the land of Moab ; and here were the fields, 
still cultivated in the same manner, in which Kuth gleaned 
after the reapers of Boaz. Another pleasing incident was, 
that we met on the way shepherds leading out their flocks to 
the neighbouring hills ; reminding us of David, who spent his 
youth here in the same employment, and perhaps indited here 
the Psalm (xxiii.), " The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want;" and especially leading us to tliink of those ''who 
kept watch here over their flocks by night," and heard from 
the angels the announcement that the long-expected Deliverer 
was bom into the world. 

Further on, nearer to the town, a different mode of cultiva- 
tion appeared ; the fields gave place to orchards and gardens, 
surrounded by walls and furnished with watch-towers, so much 
the more necessary just here, because the people are so ex- 
posed to the predatory incursions of the Arabs from the adja- 
cent desert. Two weeks after this, I approached Bethlehem 

Sett; while others speak of having seen a small peninsnla stretching out 
fnm tliis point of the coast The explanation of the two statements nn- 
doabtedly is, that the isthmus of this peninsula is occasionally submerged, 
■0 that the extremity of it appears as an isl^ind. This was the case, as I have 
erery reason to believe, at the time when I was there (April 7th) ; and the 
dudlow soundings which enabled my friends to wade ashore, marked tba 
Une of tbe isthmus, then under water. 
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from the south. The hill <hi this side is boldly abrnpt, seon- 
ing to consifit of solid rock; the valley, also, is broader, and, 
though not destitute of fruit-trees, is planted diiefly with 
vines, which were among the most flourishing that I saw is 
any part of the country. We mounted up the steep asoent by 
a well-travelled path. It was a day of intense beat (April 
2l8t) ; I was burning with thirst, and nothing could be mon 
delightful or welcome, than the sight of a little stream conn- 
ing down the hill-side ; it came firom a reservoir on the h^^ 
above, which is supplied with water from Solomon's pools. A 
scene in David's life came vividly before me. ** O, thai one 
would give me drink of the water of the well of BethleheiB, 
that is at the gate !*' exclaimed the fugitive in the wilderaesi, 
as, parched with thirst, under the burning heat of some noon- 
day, he looked towards that same hill, and thought of the 
eooling foimtains ci his native village. (1 Ohronides xL 17.) 

I love to recall to mind another view of Bethlehem, fron i 
different point still; it is one that occurs on the height nesr 
the convent of Mar Elyas, about midway between the ever- 
memorable places where the Saviour was bom and when he 
died,— the only spot on this road where the traveller emhoiM 
them both within his scope of view at the same time ; for the 
ridge which we o'oss here causes the one to disi^ypear ahnost 
at the very moment that it brings the other into sight Beth- 
lehem before us in one direction, Jerusalem in the other, ai 
we look now to the south and now to the north, — on what 
spectacle could we fix our eyes, awaking thoughts of such 
varied interest, appealing so strongly to our religious sensibili- 
ties ! It may have been precisely here, if we may assume thit 
the night was unclouded, that the Magians whom Herod 
sent to ** search for the young child," obtamed their first view 
of Bethlehem ; and it may have been here, therefore, that the 
star, which they would need to indicate the place of the 
Mesinah's birth, reai^oeared to them, after its temporuy ab- 
sense ; such, at all events, is the legend ;— and it may have 
eaught up the truth in this instance, if it has not tous- 
mitted it to us. Bethlehem, as looked bade upon from this 
mid-way station, seemed to consist of two villages, sinoe a 
slight depression separates the east and west ends of the town 
torn each other. The Church of the Kativity and the con- 
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fnts fonn one duster of edifioes on the left, and the dwellingi 
of the bulk of the inhabitants fonn another on the right. A 
few straggling houses, also, are seen at the foot of the hill on 
the east 

On entering the town, I paid the customary tribute of a visit 
to the traditional places. The Church of the Nativity is 
erected over a natural grotto, alleged, in defiance of all pro- 
bafaOity (though some mamtain the contrary), to be the man- 
ger of the inn where the Saviour was bom. Numerous lamps 
aie suspended from the roof, which, being kept burning day 
Hid night, and sparkling with the lustre reflected from so 
many pdiiihed snrfiMses, surprise and almost dazzle the be- 
holder. I kwked in vain for the " silver star,'* a symbol of 
the one which " stood over where the young child was," which 
timTdlen mention as afl^ed to the place where Christ is said 
to have been bwn; it had been recently torn up in a squabble 
between the Latin and Greek Christians, who are always con- 
tending with each other about points of etiquette and preced- 
ence in the use of the holy places. There are other caves at 
Bethlehem which have been associated with other events. 
One of them is where it is said that the Yiigin was concealed 
during Herod's persecution and massacre ; another where the 
daogfatered children were buried; another where the holy 
Jerome lived and translated the Hebrew Scriptures into Latin. 
ETot to neglect any place which has been honoured with such 
pretensions, whether well founded or not, we rode to the Field 
it the Shepherds, distant about a mile to the east of the town, 
[t may not have been just there, but certainly was on those 
phnis which we passed, that the '* glad tidings of great joy— 
[)eaoe on earth and good will towards men," were first pub- 
lished to our race. *!But I derived most satisfaction from 
Hoending the roof of the Franciscan convent, which affosds an 
OLoellent view of the region. The general aq)ect of the coun- 
rej was that of undulating hills and valleys, not unplcasing, 
nit destitute of mudi of the charm arising from the presence of 
arees and verdure. Among the remoter objects of interest was 
ihe Dead Sea to the east ; and on the south, Beth-Haocarem, or 
;he Frank Mountain, and the hill of Tekoa, where, as I found 
m a subsequent excursion thither, '* herdsmen'' still pitch 
iieir tents (Tekoa signifies a pUtoe of that kind), as in days of 



1^ BOBIPTUBE ILLUSTBjLTIOirS. 

old. Jerome, in his commentary on Amos (L 1), says that he 
had the prophet's birthplace before his eyes as he wrote. The 
eye rested, also, on the bleak wilderness of Engedi, and the 
heights about Hebron. 

VAZASETH. 

I was anxious, on leaving Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 
28th, to distribute the intermediate time so as to spend the 
next Sabbath at Nazareth. Though it is not easy always to 
regulate the stages of such a journey in conformity with s 
definite plan, my desire in this instance was gratified. A 
leisurely ride of three days and a half through the heart of 
the ancient land of Israel (though the ground may be tra- 
versed with despatch in a single day), with the opportunity 
oi an occasional detour to such places as Gophna, Shilo, and 
Samaria, brought me, on the afternoon of Saturday, May fiist, 
to the secluded valley where the Redeemer lived so long in 
obscurity, before his entrance on his public work. My first 
sight of the humble village, as can be readily imagined, formed 
one of the great moments of the journey. Kazareth is situated 
just north of the great plain of Esdraelon, among the lovely 
hills at the southern extremity of the Lebanon mountuns. It 
is hidden from view till you look down upon it from the adja- 
cent heights. It lies along the western edge of a ravine, 
which, narrow for the most part, flows in a waving line 
through the mountains, enlarging itself somewhat in front of 
the town, and falling into the great plain on the south-east 
The present Nazareth belongs to the better class of eastern 
villages ; it has a population of nearly three thousand, a few 
of them Mohammedans, but most of them Chrisliians of the 
Latin and Qreek order. The houses are well built of stone ; 
there is one mosque, a Latin convent of stately dimensions, 
though displaying no great beauty, a small Maronite churdi, 
a Greek church, and perhaps a church or chapel of some oC the 
other confessions. 

We took up our quarters in the Latin convent, which opens 
its doors freely to all travellers who bear the Christian name. 
During a part of the Sabbath I attended worship in the 
chapel of a missionaiy, recently established at Nazareth, on- 
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der the direction of the London Jews' Society. Some twelve 
or fifteen persons were present, two or three of them females. 
They were seceders from the Latin and Qreek communities, 
and as yet Protestants only in name. The service was in 
Arahic, and consisted entirely of the reading of a portion of 
the Soiptures, and of prayers. The monks of the convent 
were said to be very hostUe to this mission ; a few weeks 
before my visit, they had broken open the chapel, seized the 
missionary, and inflicted on him personal violence. The af- 
fiur was undergoing investigation, at that time, by the Bri- 
tish consul at Beirut. The missionary's imperfect knowledge 
of the language was the reason (as I understood) why he gave 
no direct religious instruction. 

LATTER BADT. 

It had rained during the previous night, and, about noon, 
nined again quite freely; the streets of Nazareth were full of 
mud and mire, so as to be almost impassable. This was the 
last time (May second) that it rained during my stay in Pales- 
tine, and may be considered as marking the usual limit of 
the " latter rain," though showers may sometimes occur after 
tins, or may have ceased altogether a week or two earlier. 
That the latter rain has continued longer, or has increased 
in amount within a few years past, though it has been as- 
serted by some, is a statement that rests, as fEur as I could 
ascertain, upon no sufficient foundation. There is no proof 
of anything beyond an occasional irregularity ; the seasons 
there are liable to fluctuate from year to year, in regard to 
the lateness and abundance of the rains, as they do in other 
lands ; but no fetcts have been observed which indicate at all 
the introduction of a new law in regard to the character of 
the seasons. Some of those who hold to the literal restora- 
tion of the Jews to the promised land, have appealed to such 
a supposed change as favouring that view : they would infer 
from it that Providence is about to remove one of the great 
obstacles to the fertility of Palestine, and thus prepare the 
way for its becoming the abode of a vastly augmented popu- 
lation. This bearing of the subject is my apology for taking 
notice of it here. 
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Behind the Maronite church is a steep precipice, forty or 
fifty feet high, " on the brow of the hill ;" the very one, it 
may be, ovot which the people of Nazareth attempted to 
thrust the Sayionr, on the Sabbath when th^ took such 
offence at his preaching in the synagogue. (See Lake iy. 28, 
sq.) I observed other rocky ledges, on other parts of the hill, 
so precipitous that a person could not be thrown over them 
^thout almost certain destruction. A worthless traditioii 
& transferred this event to a hill about two miles to the 
south-east of the town. But there is no evidence that Naza- 
reth ever occupied a different site from the present one ; and 
that a mob so exasperated, whose object was to put to deatih 
the object of their rage, should have repaired to so distant a 
place for that purpose, is entirely incredible. 

ASCEHT OP XOITHT TABQB. 

Monday, May third, was allotted to an ezenrsion to Mount 
Tabor. Before starting, however, I ascended the hill in the 
rear of Kazaretfa, on which stands a tomb of Neby Ismail, 
from which the observer beholds one of the grandest ptiio* 
ramie scenes to be found in that eoontry or any other. To 
give the reader an idea of the interest and grandeur of the 
&|)ectacle, I need only enumerate some of the objects within 
sight, as one looks abroad from this hilL Among them are 
the summits of Tabor, Gilboa, Garmel, Hennon, the moaOf 
tains of Samaria, Gilead, Lebanon, the bay of Akka, glimpses 
of the Mediterranean, the plain of Esdraelon, and a nmnbef 
of villages, some of them bearing still the names api^ied to 
them in the Bible. One of the towns, which I made out ^ 
tittctly with a glass, was the modem Aon, tile Ptolemais of 
the New Testament, though it has been said to be hidden by 
the intervening hills ; at the distance of a few rods on the 
south-west oi the Welee, t could distinguish it with the naked 
eye.' 

The r^ion of Tabor was not deemed entirely satfe, and it 
was thought best to add to our company an armed honenan. 
We started from Nazareth a( nine o'clock, A.ir. Our course 
lay nearly due east. We pa^ tiie Fountain of the Virgin 
near the Greek church, vrhero the water-carriers were busy as 
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ever at their daily task.* The ride to the foot of the mount 
occupied an hour and three quarters, making the distance six 
cr eight miles. Some travellers make the time longer ; but 
we had no baggage, and moved at a quick step. The inter- 
vening tract presented a succession of hills and valleys, and, 
during the latter part of the way, was thickly studded with 
oaks, diminutive in size, but peculiar in throwing out branches 
almost from the roots, and having leaves of a very dack 
green. A narrow ridge connects Tabor with the hills of Naza- 
reth on the west, but on every other side it rises abruptly 
from the plain of Esdraelon, and its symmetrical form makes 
it conspicuous at a great distance, and invests it with singular 
beauty. It took us three quarters of an hour to reach the 
summit ; its estimated height is about a thousand feet. The 
path was circuitous, and at times steep, but not so much so as 
to oblige us to dispense with the use of our horses. The sides 
of the mount are for the most part so densely covered with 
trees and bushes, as to intercept the prospect ; but now and 
then we came out upon a clear spot as we ascended, which re- 
vealed a magnificent view of the adjacent plain. 

HERMITS Oir TABOB. 

On coming to the top we were surprised at the sudden 
^>parition of four men, who came forward from a recess among 
the ruins existing there. Oddly enough, two of them had 
knitting-work in their hands, which they were diligently 
plying. One of them proved to be a Greek priest, a man of 
huge stature, and over eighty years old, who had come there, 
as he said, to spend the remainder of his days. He was a 
native of Wallachia, and, according to his own account, instead 
of having appUed himself to any stated parochial cure, had 
spent much of his time in travelling from one country to 
another. In addition to his journey into the East, he said 
that he had visited the principal capitals of Europe ; naming 
among them Y ienna, Rome, Paris, and London. He professed 
to be expecting the visible advent of Christ from day to day ; 
tiiough, on being questioned as to this point, he admitted that 

* See the deacriptlon on pages 57 and ^ 
O 
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lie was by no means confident that it would occur within Ms 
lifetime. He showed me a copy of the Vulgate, well thumbed ; 
an ability to read Latin being an easy acquisition for a person 
bom in Wallachia, inasmuch as the spoken language of that 
province is a corrupt form of the Latin inhmted from the 
ancient Romans. He said that it was two years (if my memory 
serves me) since he had betaken himself to this retreat, and 
that he had not left the mountain during that time. In 
answer to my inquiry how he subsisted, he said that he lived 
chiefly on herbs, cultivated a small garden fen* the purpose of 
raising them, and relied, for whatever else he might need, on 
the Arabs, who, as his modesty allowed him to inform us, 
regarded him as 4 great saint. He said that the natives at 
first were disposed to annoy him, stole his fruit, and refused to 
bring him supplies ; but that one of them having been smitten 
with blindness as a punishment for this behaviour, they became 
alarmed, confessed their sin, and after that treated him kindly. 
He stated this with entire gravity; and added further, that a 
lock of his hair, or any other object blessed by him, and carried 
to the sick, had proved again and again the means of their 
immediate recovery. I was really puzzled to tell whether he 
had deceived himself, or expected to impose on us. The other 
three men were natives of the same province. Two of them, 
having been to Jerusalem and the Jordan on a pilgrimage, 
had taken Tabor in their way on their return homeward; 
where finding unexpectedly the priest, whom they happened 
to know, they concluded to remain with him f(Nr a time. One 
c^ them was deliberating whether he should not take up his 
permanent abode there. The fourth person was a young man, 
a relative of the priest, who seemed to have taken on him- 
self the filial office of caring for his aged friend in the last 
extremity. 

The top of Tabor presents an uneven platform, makiog a 
circuit of half an hour's walk. Most of this spsuoQ is filled 
with a confused heap of ruins, chiefly the remains of forti- 
fications built in the time of the Crusaders. A few of the 
stones are thought to bear marks of a Hebrew origin. The 
most i>erfect relic is a Saracenic arch, known as the Tower of 
the Winds. Some of the ruins belonged evidently to monas- 
terim and diurches. The Latin Christians have now an altar 
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liere, at which their priests from Nazareth perform an animal 
Aiass. The Greeks also have a chapel, where, on certain festi- 
vals, they aasemhle for the performance of religious rites. I 
strolled about the hill, alone and unarmed, peering into every 
hook and comer, threading my way through the tall grass and 
tangled thickets, without being aware that I was running any 
risk in so doing; though I have since read, with some horror, 
that wolves, wild boars, lynxes, and various reptiles, lurk 
there, and are liable at any time to show themselves to the 
intruder, and perhaps endanger his safety. 

THE TUAlirSFIGnBATIOir. 

In sermons and popular works, Tabor is often represented 
as the undoubted scene of the Saviour's transfiguration. It 
may be well to correct here that misapprehension. It is sus- 
ceptible of proof, from history, that a fortress or town existed 
on Tabor from very early times down to 60 or 63 b. o. ; and, as 
Josephus says that he strengthened the fortifications of a 
dty there, about 60 a. n., it is morally certain that Tabor 
must have been inhabited during the intervening period, that 
is, in the days of Christ. This, therefore, could not have been 
the mount of Transfiguration ; for when it is said that Jesus 
took his disciples ** up into a high mountain apart, and was 
transfigured before them" (Matthew xvii. 1), we must under- 
stand that he brought them to a secluded, solitary place, where 
they were alone by themselves. It is impossible to say certainly 
where this wonderful event was transacted ; it may have been, 
judging from some obscure intimations in the New Testament, 
a little further north, in the vicinity of Mount Hermon. 

TEE FBOSFECT YB/OHL TABOB. 

It enables one to acquire a useful idea of the extent of the 
Holy Land, and of the relative situation of different places, 
to stand, in reality or in imagination, on an eminence like 
this of Tabor, and there fix in inind the principal geogra- 
phical points which lie within view, or which he is led to 
associate with the scene before him. The Sea of Tiberias, 
leposiDg in its deep bed^ is distinctly tseentcom^^^iiwst ^^ri^Ogia- 
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east, distant not less than fifteen miles. The moment when 
I first saw its waters, flashing on the sight through the dear 
atmosphere, can never he forgotten. In the same direction 
the eye traces the course of the Jordan for many miles ; while, 
still further east, it rests upon a boundless perspectiye of hills 
and valleys, embracing the modem Hauran, the ancient Gilead 
and Bashan. The dark line which skirts the horizon on the 
west is the Mediterranean ; the rich plains of Galilee fill up 
the iLtermediate space as &ur as the foot of Tabor. Carmel 
lifts its head in the north-west. On the north we behold the 
last ranges of Lebanon, as they rise into the hiUs about Safet, 
overtopped in the rear by the snow-capped Hermon, and, still 
nearer to us, the Horns of Hattin, the reputed mount of the 
Beatitudes. On the south are seen, first the summits of Gilboa, 
and then the mountains and valleys of Ephraim, along which 
the mind glances till it soon reaches Zion and Moriah. In the 
vicinity of the Jordan I observed a rising doud of smoke ; it 
enabled me, on the information of the guide, to identify the 
site of Beisan (itself not visible), the andent Bethshean, on 
whose walls the Philistinee hung up the head of Saul after the 
slaughter on Gilboa. Looking across a branch of the plain of 
Esdraelon to an opposite ridge, I beheld Endor, the abode of 
the sorceress whom the king consulted on the night before his 
fatal battle. Another little village clings to the same hill-side, 
on which I gazed with still deeper interest ; it is Kain, beyond 
question the village of that name in the New Testament, where 
the Saviour touched the bier, and restored to life the widow's 
son. Such are some of the natural objects, in themselves so 
pleasing and grand, and suggestive of so many reflections, which 
one beholds from this remarkable height. I can say, unaffect- 
edly, that I thank God for having been permitted to stand on 
such a spot, and survey with my own eyes the scene sketched 
above in so imperfect a manner. 

A VIEW OF HEBMOV. 

On Tuesday, May fourth, I left Nazareth, at nine o'clock 
▲. M., for the Sea of Tiberias. At the distance of half an hour, 
we rose to the top of a hill, which gave us our parting view 
ci the eady home of the Saviour. The village showed itself 
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here under some new aspects. It could be seen from end to 
end, as it lay stretched along the side and foot of the hill. A 
larger sweep of the vallej which runs past it was brought into 
▼lew. The sudden expansion of the vallej in front of the town 
appeared to better advantage than anywhere else. But this 
height remains fixed in my memory chiefly for another reason : 
it was there that I enjoyed my grandest view of Jebel esh- 
Sheikh, the lofty Hermon of the Scriptures. The sight was 
wholly unexpected. The mountain was concealed one moment, 
and the next, on ascending a few steps higher,?stood arrayed 
before me with an imposing effect, which I cannot easily 
describe. I saw this mountain from different points of view, 
but never when it impressed me as then and there. It rose 
immensely above every surrounding object. The purity of the 
atmosphere caused it to appear near, though it was in reality 
many miles distant. The snow on its head and sides sparkled 
under the rays of the sun, as if it had been robed in a vesture 
of silver. In my mind*s eye, at that moment, it had none of 
the appearance of an inert mass of earth and rock, but glowed 
with life and animation. It stood there, athwart my path as 
it were, like a mighty giant rearing his head toward heaven, 
and swelling with the proud consciousness of strength and 
majesty. I felt how natural was the Psalmist's personification ; 
his language springs spontaneously to the lips : " The north 
and the south, thou hast created them : Tabor and Hermon 
rejoice in thy name." (Fsakn Ixxxix. 12). 

THE EIBST TfTRArTT.Tg OE CHBIST* 

About two hours from Nazareth we descended into a basin 
among the hills, where is a little village called Kana, supposed 
generally to be the place where the Saviour performed his first 
miracle, that of turning the water into wine. Just out of the 
town, on the west, are two or three watering-places, supplied 
from a fountain a few paces to the south. The water is brought 
to the reservoir through a subterranean passage. A number 
of females were there, some filling their jars, others washing 
and beating out clothes with their dubs. A little to the left 
of this spot was a plantation of olives, fig-trees and^csconsewor 
ates, extending quite to the village ; tYieie ivcx^ inocft ^ ^ 
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last named trees than I saw together in any other place ; anc^ 
being then in blossom, the gorgeous flower gave to them a 
splendid appearance. A Greek church stands at the entrance 
of the town, deriving its special sanctity, as I understood, from 
its being supposed to occupy the site of the house in which the 
marriage was celebrated, to which Jesus and his friends were 
invited. A priest soon arrived, in obedience to our call, and 
unlocked the doors of the church. It is a low stone building, 
wretchedly neglected and out of repaur. The walls are defaced 
with the names of visitors, and scribbled over in various 
languages. There is another Eana, just about as far from 
Nazareth towards the north, (this one is north-east), which 
some prefer to regard as the Oana of the New Testament. Ko 
doubt one of the two was the scene of the interesting ceremony 
referred to ; it would be difficult to decide the question of their 
respective claims. 

XOUVT OF THE BEATITUDES. 

Pursuing still the road from Nazareth to Tiberias, not fiur 
beyond Lubieh, we came to a well, surrounded by a high curb- 
stone, where a company of Jews were halting to obtain water 
for themselves and their animals. At this point, the hill 
known as Eurun Hattin, the Horns of Hattin, was at a short 

. distance off to the left. This is pointed out as the mount on 
which the Saviour delivered the discourse recorded at such 
length by Matthew (v. 1, sq). Though the noontide heat was 
beating dowi^ upon us with scorching power, I could not resist 
temptation to turn aside and examine a place for which such 
a claim has been set up, though I cannot say that I have any 
great confidence in it. If it was not on this mount, however, 
it was on some mount in the vicinity, that our Lord uttered 

: the discourse in question ; for the sacred narrative implies that 
he was on the west side of the Lake of Tiberias at that time. 
The hill referred to is rocky, and rises steeply to a moderate 

• height above the plain. It has two summits, with a slight 
depression between them, and it is fix)m these projecting points, 

^ or horns, that it receives the name given to it. From the top, 
the observer has a full view of the Sea of Tiberias. The most 

plemDg feature of the landsca.^ \& \X:aX> "^x^ai^^Ad ia the diver- 



8BBM0H OH THB XOUITT. 207 

sified appearance of the fields. The different plots of ground 
exhibit various colours, according to the state of cultivation : 
some of them are red, where the land has been newly ploughed 
up, the natural appearance of the soil ; others yellow or white, 
where the harvest is beginning to ripen, or is already ripe ; and 
others green, being covered with grass or springing grain. As 
they are contiguous to each other, or intermixed, these parti- 
coloured plots present at some distance an appearance of ^y 
checkered work, which is really beautiful 

In rhetorical descriptions of the delivery of the Sermon on 
the Mount, we often hear the people represented as looking up 
to the spes^er from the sides of the hill, or listening to him 
from the plain. This would not be possible with reference to 
the present locality ; for it is too precipitous and too elevated 
to allow of such a positioiL The Saviour could have sat there, 
however, in the midst of his hearers ; for it affords a platform 
amply large enough for the accommodation of the hundreds 
who may have been present on that occasion. 

DESCENT TO TIBEBIAS. 

We crossed the plain of Hattin so as to regain the road to 
Tiberias, about two miles west of the commencing descent to 
the shores of the lake. It seemed, from the brow of the hill 
there, as if one could almost throw a stone into the water; 
but the distance proved to be very deceptive. It must have 
been at least a mile and a half to the town of Tiberias, to 
which we now descended. The road was steep and winding, 
and, in our impatience after so fatiguing a jaunt, seemed to 
lengthen itself out as if it would never end. Writers differ as 
to the depression of this sea below the level of the Mediter- 
ranean. The estimate of the English engineer. Lieutenant 
Symonds, makes it three hundred and twenty-eight feet 

TEE EOT BATES. 

Not stopping now at Tiberias, we passed along the shore, 
about a mile to the south, and encamped near the hot springs 
which are found there. The fame of these springy leaAbfid. 
the ears even oi the Greeks and Romans. P\xEk^ ero\ w \VOT » m 
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them among the great natural curiosities of the world. Jose- 
phus mentions them under the name of Ammaus, no doubt 
(as both the similarity and the signification of the terms 
indicate) the Hammath of the Hebrews. They existed, there- 
fore, as long ago, at least, as the age of Moses and Joshua ; for 
the above name occurs in Joshua (xiz. 35.) The place on our 
arrival was alive with a crowd of people, Jews and Arabs, who 
had come hither, some to try the medicinal virtue of the waters, 
and others for traffic or amusement. For the convenience of 
bathers, two covered buildings have been erected, into which 
the water of the springs is conveyed. The larger one of these 
contains a capacious reservoir, in which 1 found some fifteen or 
twenty persons swimming at once. Yery few of them, judging 
from their meny shouts, and the vigour with which they exer- 
cised their natatorial powers, could have been invalids, whose 
case had become as yet desperate. The room was so full of 
vapour and heat, merely firom the effect of the water in i& 
natural state, that it seemed for the moment as if my breath 
would be taken from me, and, after a hasty glance at the pre- 
mises, I was glad to emerge again into the open air. Accom- 
modations exist for taking a bath in a more private manner. 

The springs issue fi-om the ground at the foot of the hiUs, 
near the shore, and flow into the lake, which they render 
brackish for a certain distance. I put my thermometer into 
the water, but it was useless as a means of ascertaining the 
heat ; the quicksilver flew instantly to the top of the tube. I 
then put my hand into it, but was obliged to withdraw it aa 
quickly ; the water proved to be little less than scalding hot 
It is necessary to allow it to stand for some twelve hours before 
it can be applied to the body. Richardson, a physician, judged 
that the temperature was as high as one hundred degrees, even 
after such delay. 

It was easy to forego the doubtful pleasure of bathing in 
such an element; but it was not easy to resist the temptation 
of resorting to the lake for that purpose. Near the spot to 
which I retired were two or three clusters of oleander, just 
then in fUll blossom, and displaying the perfection of its beauty. 
This was the first time that I had observed that flower ; thou^ 
after this it was rarely out of sight for a single day during the 
lemainder of the journey. 
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My tent was pitched for the night within a few feet of the 
water's edge. There I sat for hours, looking forth upon the 
peaceful lake, and revolving the thoughts which would natu- 
rally fill one's mind in such a situation. A gentle ripple was 
breaking at my feet with a noise hanUy perceptible. Soon the 
fuU-orbed moon showed itself over the hills of Qilead, and, 
mounting higher and higher, hung at length over the sea, from 
which its broad disc was reflected back as from the surface of 
a mirror. The Saviour often crossed and recrossed this lake. 
His sacred feet pressed its shores; here he stood, and dis- 
ooorsed to the listening multitudes ; here he performed many 
€i his mightiest works. The surrounding hills heard his mid- 
night prayers. His voice quelled the tempest, which threw 
into such commotion these waters, now so peacefuL Most of 
his disdples had their homes in this neighbourhood. Here 
they pursued their daily avocations till he called them to their 
great mission. It was at the Sea of Tiberias that he showed 
himself to them on one occasion after his resurrection from the 
dead. I need not attempt to describe the feehngs which such 
recollections awaken on the spot which they consecrate. The 
scene was so exciting, that, though I had been riding hard 
through the day, and sometimes had been so wearied as to be 
compelled to dismount and snatch a moment's repose under a 
tree, or '' in the shadow of a great rock," yet all sense of weari- 
ness was now gone ; the hour of midnight was past before I 
thought of rest, or felt the need of it. 

AFFEABAKGE OP 'I 'HK T.Aing- 

This lake is about fifteen miles long, and, on the average, 
half as broad. The eye surveys the whole expanse of it from 
almost any point on the west side, except a small part towards 
the south, where a projection of the shore shuts out the view. 
It abounds still in fish, of the same kind that are found in the 
Kile. Though in the days of the Saviour so many boats 
ploughed its waters (John vi. 23), but one single soUtary craft 
has been seen there for many years; and of the po^ulQu& 
Tillages which onoe existed in that le^on, 831 \y&N« Tkorfi ^^an^ 
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peared except two or. three. A circle of hills surrounds the 
lake, on the south and east shores, as high as eight hundred 
'Or a thousand feet ; at the north-east comer only the land rises 
more gradually, and is comparatively open. The character of 
the soenery has impressed travellers somewhat differently ; and 
it must be confessed that the historical associations are liable 
to warp our judgment. For myself I cannot hesitate to say 
that the appearance of the lake, reposing so quietly in its deep 
bed, the framework of hills which encase it on almost eveiy 
side, the steep precipices coming down in some places so boldly 
to the shore, the cloudless sky above, having its every hue and 
variation reflected back from the watery mirror beneath,, formed 
in my eye a combination of landscape beauty equal, to say the 
least, to any other which it has been my privilege to see in any 
land. 

STOBHS OH THE LAKE. 

During all the time that I was near the lake, the water was 
entirely tranquil At the north end, where the Jordan flows 
into it, a slight agitation appeared for a short distance, but 
otherwise hardly a ripple disturbed the surface. Indeed, in 
looking down upon the water from a height of two or three 
hundred feet, it seemed as if we were looking into vacuity 
itself. A boat floating on the bosom of the lake would have 
appeared as if hanging in mid-aur. 

But though the sea was so quiet at that time, it is still sub- 
ject to sudden gusts of 'wind, which sweep down through the 
gorges of the mountains, and in a few moments produce a 
violent tempest So it was in the case of the storm which the 
Saviour allayed with a word. It was calm when he and the 
disciples embarked to cross from the eastern side to the western ; 
ere they had proceeded for, a wind arose, " the waves beat into 
the boat," the cry is heard, " Lord, save us, we perish ;" and 
nothing but a miracle, from him who controls the elements, 
saved them from instant destruction. Referring to this pecu- 
liarity of the sea, an Arabian poet says : " When the winds 
lash it, you would think you saw two armies, one in flight, the 
other in pursuit." 

Few travellers have \iapi[»eiie^\ft \i^ ^gwaeafc during the occur- 
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rence of one of these storms. Mr. Bartlett, author of " Footsteps 
uf our Lord and his Apostles/' was one of this fortunate num- 
ber. ** After sunset," he says, " I strolled down to the lake, 
and, seating myself upon a mass of broken wall, enjoyed the 
freshness of the evening. All the day there had not been a 
breath of air, the sultry heat had been that of a furnace ; but 
now a cool breeze came off the table-land, and, rushing down 
the ravines that descend to the lake, began to ruffle its placid 
bosom. As it grew darker, the breeze increased to a gale, the 
lake became a sheet of foam, and the white-headed breakers 
dashed proudly on the rugged beach ; its gentle murmur was 
now changed into the wild and mournful sound of the whistling 
wind and the agitated waters. Afar off was dimly seen a little 
barque struggling with the waves, and then lost sight of amidst 
the misty rack. To have thus seen so striking an exemplifi- 
cation of the scripture narrative was as interesting as it was 
unexpected." 

FLAOr OF GENNESABET. 

We broke up our tents on the shore of the lake at half-past 
nine a.m., May fifth, and set forward for Safet. We reached 
the town of Tiberias in twenty-five mmutes. The broken 
columns and other ruins scattered along the way show that 
the ancient city was much more extensive than its modem 
successor. Though the Sea of Tiberias is mentioned so often 
in the New Testament, the town which gave to it that name 
is mentioned but once, namely, in John vi. 23. In an hour 
from Tiberias we came to Mejdel, a paltiy village, near where 
a line of high rocks overhangs the sea. In Matthew xv. 39, 
we read that Jesus, " having sent away the multitude, entered 
into a ship, and came to the coasts of Magdala." Here, beyond 
question, stood that town, which gave name also to the adjacent 
region. It is remarkable that the part of the plain nearest to 
this place (Schubert mentions the fact) is now called Ard el- 
Mejdel, field or coast of MejdeL This was the birth-place also 
of Mary Magdalene. Beyond here the path began to descend, 
and soon brought us to a broad plain, well watered and fertile. 
It lies between the hills which come down from the west and 
the north end of the Sea of Galilee on tbi^ ea&\>. \si 1«»X^ 
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minutes from Mejdel, we crossed a copious stream, bastening 
with its tribute to that sea. Here and there were trees and 
bushes so thick as to form a sort of grove. A few acres were 
planted with grain, but the greater part was given up to a 
wild, luxuriant vegetation. Few travellers fail to speak of the 
gigantic oleanders which flourish here in great profusion. This 
is the '* land of Gennesaret'* (Matthew xiv. 34), whence the 
lake also was called the " Lake of Gennesaret." (Luke v. 1.) 
A pile of ruins occurs in this vicinity, which some would iden- 
tify as the site of Capernaum ; but the matter is involved stiU 
in much uncertainty. Ohorazin and Bethsaida, smaller vil- 
lages, are supposed to have stood between Magdala and Gi^- 
naum. The " woe " which our Lord pronounced on these cities, 
which so abused theu* privileges, would almost seem to have 
been so literally executed, that every certain trace of them has 
been swept away. 

THE BIVEB EISHGflr. 

The event which signalized May eighth was the ascent d 
Mount OarmeL Having spent the previous night on the 
northern border of the plain of Akka, we crossed that plain ii 
a diagonal direction, and came out on the shore of the Medi 
terranean, just north of the mouth of El-Mukata, the modoi 
name of the Eishon. This river rises near the foot of Tabor 
and, after flowing for several miles through the plain of Es 
draelon and of Akka, &lls into the sea at the northern base o 
GarmeL It was easily forded at the mouth, being partiall; 
filled up with sand from the sea, though, at the distance of i 
few rods inland, it was so wide and deep as to defy any sod 
attempt The natives, of whom we had inquired the way, tol( 
us that we must strike the river near its mouth, as otherwis 
we should find it impassable. The water was brackish wher 
we crossed, in consequence of the vicinity of the sea, thougl 
not so much so that our thirsty animals were not willing ti 
drink of it. The Eishon is well known, from the allusion mad* 
to it in the song of Deborah and Barak (Judges v. 19, sq.) 

••The kinffs came, they fonght, 
Then foaght the kings of Canaan, 
By Tannacih, oa th« mtasn ot VL<&tfiAi^ 
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They fonght from heaven. 

The stars from their coarse fonght with Sisera. 

The river Kishon swept them away, 

That ancient river, the liver Kishon.** 

The expression that ** the stars of heaven fought" for the 
Israelites, means probably that the heavens, or elements of 
nature, fought for them ; that a storm of thunder, rain and 
haU, accompanied the battle, and contributed to the defeat of 
the Oanaanites. Taanach and Megiddo seem to be mentioned 
in order to point out the places where the routed forces of 
Sisera attempted to cross the swollen torrent, and were swept 
away. The stream is small throughout most of the course, 
after a drought hardly traceable in some places ; but it may be 
suddenly increased by the rain, and is then amply large enough 
to occasion a disaster like that which befell the Canaanites. 
The same thing has occurred there again in recent times. 
Some of the Turkish troops, whom Napoleon defeated in the 
battle of Tabor, lost their lives in a similar attempt to cross 
the treacherous flood. 

It was on the banks of this stream, probably not far from its 
entrance into the sea, where I passed, that Elijah slew the pro- 
phets of Baal. The contest between him and those idolaters 
bad taken place on Carmel ; and from thence, it is said, he 
*' brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them 
there." (1 Kings xviii, 40.) Scenes like that of the worshippers 
of Baal, calling for hours on the name of their god, leaping on 
the altar, " cutting themselves with knives till the blood gushed 
out," are still common among the Mohammedans. The spirit 
of the old idolatry lives still in the fonatical followers of the 
prophet At Cairo, Remleh, and Constantinople, I witnessed 
exhibitions which bordered closely on such revolting extrava- 
gances. 

HGflTASTEBT OP THE CABMEUTES. 

Just beyond Haifa, a small Arab town on the south of the 
bay of Akka, we began to dimb the ascent to Carmel. Several 
vessels and a great many boats were lying at anchor oflf against 
the town. The harbour is much better than that of Akka, being 
sheltered by Carmel, and more free from reeta. ^\l<& t^-\i^XiH 
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hung upon the walls to dry, showed from what sonrco the 
people gained in part their livelihood. The path leading up 
the mountain is rocky and steep, hut so well worn that we 
could ride the whole way. This path, indented in the white 
limestone, had been distinctly visible, like a strip of snow, from 
the Welee, behind Nazareth. It took us twenty minutes to 
arrive at the summit. The height is said to be ten or twelve 
hundred feet. The Carmelite monks, at present fifteen in 
number, have a monastery here, unquestionably the finest 
edifice of its kind in all the East. They affect the ascetic 
rigour of their prototype, Elijah the Tishbite. They wear no 
shoes but sandals ; they abstain from meat, though, as I can 
testify, they offer to the weary, grateful traveller other viands, 
which cause him to forget the want of that particular aitide. 
The rooms set apart for the use of strangers are very commo- 
dious. As compared with eastern houses, generally, our r&* 
ception here reminded us of a hotel in Europe or America. 
The chapel has altogether a modem air. The altar is erected 
over a natural grotto, said to have been one of the abodes of 
Elijah, and held, therefore, to be specially sacred. The good 
brother who had me in charge set forth its claims to veneration 
with much pathos, but made no objection to procuring a ham- 
mer, and helping me to chip off a liberal piece of the hard rock 
as a souvenir. This mount abounds in natural caverns; and 
hence, Amos (iz. 3), when he speaks of the futile attempt of 
the wicked to escape from coming retribution, says that 
'* though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, Jehovah 
will search and take them out thence." 



THE VJJslW FROH CAKIfKTi. 

The best position for viewing the prospect from Carmel is 
that furnished from the flat roof of the convent Standing 
here, with my £Etce toward the east, the attitude of the Hebrew 
in naming the points of the compass, I had behind me, of 
course, *' the great wide sea," as the Psalmist calls it, which 
suggested to the sacred writers so many of their grandest 
images for setting forth an idea of Gkxi's power. Before me 
lay an extensive reach of the plain of Esdraelon, and the sum- 
B^ts of Gilboa and the leaaei ^^xm^^ii. Q\i thd south-east was 
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a mountamons tract, known as that of Ephraim or Samaria, 
filled up with a rolling sea of hill-tops to an indefinite extent. 
Looking to the south, along the coast, at the distance of ten 
miles, was Athlit, the site of a famous castle of the Crusaders, 
(me of the last footholds which they relinquished to the Sara- 
cens. A few miles beyond there, though not in sight, were 
the ruins of Osesarea, so interesting from its connection with 
the fortunes of the great apostle. The line of vision on the 
north was bounded by the hills near Kazareth and Safet. It 
would have been easy, so far as distance is concerned, to have 
seen ancient Tyre, now Sur ; but the projection of Ras el-Abiad, 
the White Promontory, hid it from view. The graceful curve 
of the bay of Akka, sweeping from that city to the head of 
Caimel, appeared here to great advantage. It was a glorious 
panorama, rich, too, in historical memories. I felt that greater 
distinctness of outUne would have added to the effect. The 
objects, excepting a few near at hand, were distant, showed 
themselves in the mass, and left on the mind, therefore, a less 
definite impression. 

febthitt op gasmel. 

Gannel is often mentioned in the Bible as remarkable for 
its fertility, and the beauty of its vegetation. Thus Isaiah 
(xzxv. 2) speaks of " the excellency of Carmel and Sharon," 
and Amos (L 2), when he would give an idea of the extreme 
effects of a consuming drought, says, " that even the top of 
Carmel (usually so verdant) shall wither." Though the re- 
gion has long been neglected, and exhibits on the whole a 
sterile aspect, the soil when examined still gives evidence of 
being naturally very productive. "The Flora of Carmel," 
says Schubert,''^ one of the most eminent of living naturalists, 
« is one of the richest and most diversified in all Palestine, 
since it unites the products of the mountain with those of the 
valley and the sea-coast." be enumerates forty-seven differ- 
ent kinds of flowers found there, without pretending to com- 
plete the list. " A botanist," he remarks, " might spend a 
year there, and every day be adding new specimens to his col- 
lection/] 

* Beiae in das If orgenland, voL lU. p. 1VL 
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The plain between Hai& and the base of Carmel, though 
washed by the sea, is still cultivated and very fertile. One 
large tract was covered with wheat, the stalks of which could 
hardly support the heavy ears that weighed them down. 
There were orchards, in which I noticed olives, a few date- 
trees, fig-trees, and pomegranates. The Indian fig, or piiddy- 
pear, was abundant. Vegetables, especially cucumbers, were 
ripening under the eye of watchers, who occupied lodges on 
the margin of the gardens, to protect them against depreda- 
tion. 

THE BIDE TO AZEjL 

Our ride to Akka was along the beach, with the surf break- 
ing occasionally at the horse's feet. We forded again the 
mouth of the Kishon. It was sad to see here and there, as 
we rode on, the ribs of the hulks of vessels embedded in the 
sand ; and so much the more, as it was a proof, not only of 
the violence of the storms which at certain seasons visit this 
coast, but of the imperfect skill in navigation of the eastern 
mariners. Just before coming to Akka, we crossed the Belus, 
now the Nahmen, as one of the natives pronoimced it to me. 
It is deeper and broader at its mouth than the Kishon, and I 
was reluctant to enter it, till some of those who were passing 
had preceded me and shown it to be safe. It was on the 
banks of this stream that the Tyrian sailors are said to have 
made the accidental discovery of the art of manufacturing 
glass. It was near four o'clock when we left the gate oi 
Haifa, and it wanted but little of seven as we entered that of 
Akka. The time is often given as more than three hours, bat 
we galloped a part of the way, and the distance from Oumd 
to Akka cannot well be less than ten miles. 

It gave a special interest to this ride to know that I was 
treading the ground over which Paul and his friends passed 
on his last journey to Jerusalem. Luke informs us in the 
Acts (xxL 7, sq.), that the apostle, on that occasion, went by 
land from Ptolemais, or Akka, to Csesarea; and the road 
which he followed must have been that which leads at yin- 
sent along the sea-shore, around the head of Carmel^ and 
thence onward to the soutiu 
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Intending to remain at Akka until Monday, I took a room 
in the Latin convent. Some of the party preferred a bivouac 
under a noble, wide-spreading tree, in the court of this an- 
cient asylum. I saw but little of the inmates. In the even- 
ing, happening to hear the sound of voices, I followed the 
direction of it, and thus found my way- to the chapel, where 
a company of monks were chanting then* vespers. The im- 
mense area which the convent occupies, the number of rooms 
in it, the solid style and general plan of the structure, though 
time has now made sad ravages in it, show that in its best 
days it could have boasted of no mean rank among establish- 
ments of this character. 



A PUBLIC PARADE. 

I spent most of the next day, which was Sabbath, in my 
room. The Latin convent, where I lodged, is not far from 
the southern gate, and in the course of the day I walked out 
to the sea-shore, in that direction. On the way, I encoun- 
tered a procession of people, going, as I was told, to one of 
the mosques to perform the rite of circumcision. The prin- 
cipal person in the group was a boy, apparently about ten 
years old, mounted on a horse, elegantly caparisoned, and 
having a canopy held over him by a servant. Another boy, 
superbly dressed, somewhat younger, followed on a second 
horse, and, near the end of the train, came two others, whom 
I took to be of humbler rank, ^ted on a single horse. Musi- 
cians preceded them with drums, hautboys, and tambourines. 
Of those in the procession, some carried streaming banners, 
some carried rolls of costly raiment, and others various other 
articles of a showy description, suited to add to the pomp of 
the occasion. A motley crowd of men, women, and children, 
followed as spectators. The boys on the horses were eating 
sweetmeats as they rode along ; the whole being a contrivance 
to divert their minds, and prepare them for the painful rite 
they were to imdergo. Such a parade, it is said, usually takes 
place when a boy is about to be circumcised, if the parents 
can afford the expense. If they are in indigent circum- 
stances, they often take advantage of the drcumcision <st «. 
jich man's son, by seeking to be aUo'vred \/o \^ui ^^ \R^ 
p 
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cession, and repair to the mosque at the same time. The 
ceremony is not always so public ; it may be performed in the 
dwelling of the parties, though even then the parade is seldom 
omitted. 

This walk gave me a new idea of the value of stone houses 
in the East, as a protection against the heat. Within the 
walls of the convent, which was built of stone, it was as cool 
as could be desired ; though it was nearly no(Hi when I went 
abroad, I had perceived no intimation that the heat was un- 
commonly severe. But, on issuing into the open air, the 
change of temperature was extreme ; the heat produced a feel- 
ing like that of sufifocation. £ walked out of the gate along 
the beach, as far as the mouth of the Belus ; but even then, 
though fiivoured with a slight breeze from the Mediterranean, 
the heat was still intense, and, after a brief trial, I was glad 
to escape to my comfortable retreat within the convent. 

But my limits require me to put an end to these sketches, 
though the conclusion must be somewhat abrupt Out ol the 
many places that might be spoken of, I have selected a few 
which have some special prominence in the Bible, and deserve, 
therefore, to be made as fEimiliar as possible to the mind of 
every reader. Would that what I have written might s»ve, 
in some measure, to furnish that knowledge, to render the 
study of the Scriptures more interesting and profitable to 
those who engage in it ! How much would such a result aug- 
ment the pleasure, already so great in so many ways, con- 
nected with my recollections of this delightful journey ! 



INDEX. 



Absalom's pillar, 65. 

Absalom's tomb, 170. 

Aceldama, 175. 

Adnllam, traditional care ot, 8. 

Adventore at El-Bireh, 69. 

Africa, search tbere for tbe lost tribes, 

151. 
Akka, seen from Nazareth, 200. 
Alternations of heat and cold, 88. 
American missionaries' cemetery, 189. 
Ansthoth, its situaUon, 46, 81. 
Ancient stones, 189. 
Animals used in the desert, 18. 
Antonio, castle of, 185. 
A<inednct from Bethlehem, 177. 
Aj^ek, not yet discovered, 12a 
Arabs, their canning, 181. 
Assembly on the day of Pentecost, 144. 
Aahdod. 87, 88. 
Assyrian conquest, 46, 47. 
Athllt, site of a castle, 215. 
Atmosphere, peculiar, 21, 129. 
A»>tas,87. 



Babylon, its Ml annonnced, 49. 
Bahorim, its situation, 58. 
Barley harrest, 195. 
Baths near Tiberias, 207. 
Baskets used as vehicles, 4% 
Beatitudes, reputed mount ot, 206. 
Bed used among the common people, 

66. 
Bedouin encampment, 3L 
Beeroth, 69. 
Bees in Palestine, 6L 
Behind the mill, 5a 
BaUsk their use, 47. 
n Seriptun MUoiUm to tbeiUt 47. 



Belus, river of; crossed, 3ia 
Bethany, 165, 180. 
Bethel, account ot, 114. 

„ night spent there, 115, ISa 
Beth-Haccerem, 18a 
Beth-Horon, 18L 
Bethlehem, visit to, 194. 

„ surrounding country, 195. 
„ as seen from Mount Ely as, 
196. 
Bethshean, identified, 13a 
Bezetha, 49, 184. 
Bible lost in Jacob's well, 183. 
Birds around the sanctuary, 55. 
Birket el-Humman, 187. 
Birket Israil, 186. 
Blasted ears of com, 88. 
Bottles, leathern, size o^ 25. 
„ old, insecurity ot, 35. 
„ of skin, how made, 24. 
„ „ extensively used at 
present, 24. 
" Breaking through," explained, 5a 
Brother, use of the term in Scripture, 

76. 
Brooks in the east, 4. 
Buildings of the temple, as seen from 

OUvet, 179. 
Burial, present mode in the east, 68. 
Burning of costly gitts, 155. 
Business, different branches not is^ 
termixed, 86. 



Cairo, appearance of its atreets^ 

86. 
Camel's hair for garments, 6a 
Cana, two places of that name^ W^ 
Capernaum, descent U^ \&&. 

„ lite ivQt YiMir^ "IVlu 
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Cankvana, roate tnm. Damascas to 

Egypt, 168. 
Care of the Jews in copying tlie Scrip- 
tures, 148. 
Carmel, vislWe from Tabor, 204. 
„ ascent of, 2W. 
„ view firom, 214. 
CRTideUtca, 4L3. 
Carot)-tree and its fruit. 84. 
CarrlAgea untitown In PaltstJne, 7. 
Cattierwood, Mr., entered the Mosque, 

183. 
Cave of Jerome, 197. 

„ of St. James, 170. 
Caves used for sepulchres, 62. 
„ on Mount Carmel, 214. 
Chaff; how separated firom the wheat, 

106. 
Changes of time, in and around Jeru- 
salem, 163. 
Children, mode of carrjinK them^ 33. 
„ ,j M espliiltiing 

Christians enter Mino of the mtiKiu&s 
40. 

„ eidnded firomn the mosque 
flfOmar 133^ 
Church of the Kotiyity, 196. 
Cisterns of private houses, 58. 
„ of modem Jerusalem, 58. 
„ on the north of Jerusalem, 
177. 
aty set on a hill, 42. 
Clapping of the hands, 154. 
Climate in the valley of the Jordan, 

96. 
Coal used for fhel, 90. 
GqIO, tevere at iiifrlit, 88-9a 

Coutliict of paiHOiia on the death of a 

ContitiuiU aroppinff, 53- 
Conveot od Mount Slnni, 42. 

Qf Mar Saba, «G. 
Copying of tlift Scriptures, 14T. 
Comer of a bed, meaning in Amos iiL 

12. 36. 
Counting the cost, 108. 
Criminals, one mode of putting them 

to death, 50. 
Cursing one's ancestors, 67.' 
Customs of ancient times preserved, 

80. 



D. 



Daberath, probable situation, 45. 
Damascus, appearance from a ^a- 

tance and near by, 59. 
Damascus, houses in the walls, 40. 
l>fln, thti tribuootn^ftTcd to a seri)ent, 

3a. 
David's elegy, 119. 

„ flight from Absalom, 179. 
„ tomb, 188. 
Dead Sua, aa sten from Olivet, 18a 
DeurJi Elittilu, TiicELning 0^ 26. 
DcceLtf lU biTOQk^ G. 
Defltlencies of l^Eileatiiie unduly in- 

iiLirt^Ml on, ^2. 
Detn&nUtfi dinflnjt the tombA, ft4 
Desert, it* iparklhit; jippearaHL-^ 13. 
„ lietwtstiii the Nil a and Palef- 
tino, 10, 'iL, 27. 
Deserts, often ti^ed ae i^ostdr^ ^^ 
„ not vn ere trftftfi of sand, 11. 
Dcserte<l vtUn^e In Kg) pt. 6S* 
Dtj4|j(tnf thrtiuifti hoiiflCft, W. 
Disciples, why compared to a dfty. 

42. 
Dishonest gains, 107. 
Dl3hoii«4ty of TBmoTiiig the land- 
mark, 110. 
Divan, meaning and description o^ 
34. 
„ capacity of^ ^^ 
„ bow Indicatittf of rank, ZL 
DivenEotifl of a Jew L^b festival, 153. 
Domca on the roofs of Iiou^^a, ittit 
Dothan, still eilsllni?^ 12^ 
Urenrlnesa, a strltine unagfi ot 107. 
Dross ftc i food otthe low or dassH^ 6(X 
Dry cisterns, 58. 
Dwelling on the house-top, 45. 

£. 

Early hours, 74. 

„ frequently referred to In 
the Bible, 76. 
Eastern mode of resenting an afRront; 

67. 
Edwards, Prot B. B., tribute to his 

memory, 98. 
Engedi, wildemess of; 198. 
Egypt, its name in the Old Testa- 
ment, 78. 
„ anciently more productlva 

^ tSMSLUOW^lS. 
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Egypt and Palestine, shortest road 

between them, 28. 
Egyptians, their mode of ponishing 

parricides, 83. 
El-ArLsh, the Botany Bay of the Pha- 
roahs, 11. 
„ an incident there, 67. 
El-Bireh, 4. 
Eiyah's pillar, 154. 
Encampment of pilgrims, 9. 
Endor, 120, 204. 
En-Gannim, 118. 
En-Rogel, 56, 173. 

Esdraelon, its agricnltnral capabili- 
ties, 93. 
„ its extent, 118. 
Esbcol, its locaUty, 10& 

„ for what distinguished, 108. 
Explanation of Solomon's Song, L 5. 

21. 
Extent of ancient Jerusalem, 16L 

F. 

Family tombs, 62. 

Fan, an emblem of Christ's doctrme, 

106. 
Fanaticism of the Mohammedans, 213. 
Females, their dress, 68. 

„ engaged in washing, 69. 

„ entrusted with the care of 
flocks, 68. 
Fertility of Palestine, 92. 
Fig-tree, peculiarity of its blossom, 87. 
Fire needed at night, 90. 
Fire of the temple during the cap» 

tivity, 174. 
First night in the desert, 15. 
First view of Jerusalem, 159. 
Fiske, Prot N. W.. place of his burial 
on Mount Zion, 189. 

„ tribute to his memory, 
189. 
Flies, numerous near Akka, 158. 
Flora of Carmel, 215. 
llawing with mUk and honey, phrase 

explained, 92. 
Food of the poorer classes, 84. 
Footsteps of the patriarchs, 28. 
Former reservoirs, 173. 
Fountain of the Virgin, near Jeru- 
salem, 171. 

„ near Nazareth, 57 
Frailty, emblem of, 81. 



Frank Mountain, 180. 

Fuel used bi Palestine, 83, 85, M. 

Funeral rites, 71. 

„ procession on MountZioii, 73. 



Gadaiv, 64. 

Galilean caravans, rout« of^ 4. 

Gates of Jerusalem, 162. 

Gathering out the stones, 109. 

Gehenna, 174. 

Gennesaret, plain of; 211. 

Gerizim, a holy mount, 40, 139. 

Gethsemane, 167. 

Gibbon's disparagement of Palestine, 

92. 
Gibeah, now Jeba, 136. 

„ the home of Saul, 186. 
Gibeon, 182; 

Gibeonites, artifice o(; 35. 
Gideon's mode of punishment, 83. 
Gibon, lower, 105, 176. 
„ upper, 56, 177. 
„ valley of; 163. 
Gilboa, mountains of; 119. 
God's care in dothlng the grass of 

the field, 85. 
Gorge through anti-Lebanon, 68. 
Goshen, situation, 12. 

„ its value to the Hebrews, 12. 
Government of Palestine, 95. 
Grain-fields, how divided, 110. 
Grapes, process of treading them, 103. 
Grass of the oven, 85. 
Grass on the house-tq[)a, 81. 
Gratification of travelling through 

the lands of the Bible, 8L 
Greek customs often like the Oriental, 

106. 
„ priest, an odd one, 30L 
Grinding at the mUl, 48. 

„ illustrates the Saviour's pre- 
diction, 48. 
Guests, where and how recetved la 

an Oriental house, 34, 85. 

H. 

Habakkuk's language in respect to 

the fig-tree, 87. 
Haifa, town of, 218. 
Hai, its situation, 116. 
Harvest, time ot 32. 
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Heat, its sadden Increase, 89. 
Hebleh, description of a wine-press 

there, 103. 
Hebrew manuscripts, 148. 
Hebrew term for sparrow, 54. 
Hedge of thorns, 109. 
HSlbon, recently discovered, 140. 
Hermits on Tabor, 201. 
Hermon, its brilliant appearance, 205. 
Herod's gate, 178. 

Herod the Great's place of burial, 180. 
Hezekiah*s pool, 187. 
Hiding the spies, 44. 
Hill of Evil Council, 174. 
Hills of Galilee, 166. 

„ within Jerusalem, 163. 
Hinnom, valley o^ 63, 162, 174. 
Hippie tower, 188. 
Holy cities of Palestine, 149. 
Holy Sepulchre, 191. 

„ genuineness questioned, 

191. 
„ favoured by tradition, 

192. 
„ why not the true site, 
193. 
Honey, its abundance, 93. 

„ fh>m trees, 6L 
Hospitality in the East, 38. 

„ how violated, Luke ix. 51, 

sq. 39. 
Hour of setting oflF on journeys, 75. 
Houses of Egypt, &c., of what mate- 
rial made, 59. 
„ of Palestine, &&, 59. 
„ on the city walls, 40. 
Bxuka, meaning of the term, 83. 



Identification of places In Jerusalem, 

163. 
Idolaters at Bethel, 62. 
Imagery drawn from the treading of 

grapes, 104. 
Indignation of James and John, 39. 
Infidelity rebuked, 142. 
interest attaching to Jerusalem, 160. 
Invasions of Palestine, 187. 
Isaiah's language in chap. xzlL 16. 62. 
„ parable of the vineyard, 109. 
„ his poetry, 126. 
JaUadinthe Dead Sea, 194. 



Jacob's burial at Hebron, 71. 

I, dalm on the gratitode of 
Laban, 88. 
Jacob Berisch David, 150. 
Jairus, scene in his house, 73. 
Jenin, 118. 

Jehoshaphat, valley o^ 162, 166. 
Jeremiah, place of his deatii, 28. 
„ his cave, 178. 
„ prediction concerning Ana- 

thoth, 46. 
„ reference to public mourn- 
ers, 71. 
Jericho, the road thither, 29, 134. 

„ lower than Jerusalem, 215. 
Jerusalem, its rank among eartlily 
sights, 159. 
„ its situation, 161. 
„ ancient and modem con- 

trasted, 161, 162, 163. 
„ as seen from the north- 
west, 159. 
„ view of by night, 9L 

„ its streets parcelled out, 

36. 
„ tombs In its vicinity, 63. 
Jesus left at Jerusalem, L 
Jews, their restoration to Palestine, 

199. 
Jews* quarter in Jerusalem, 145. 
Jewish cemeteries, 170. 
„ festival, 152. 
„ houses, interior o^ 34. 
„ pilgrims, their employment, 

character, <fec, 143. 
„ population of Jerusalem at 

present, 143. 
„ race, present compared with 

the ancient, 30. 
„ scribe, 148. 
„ worship, 146 
Jezreel and its fountain, 118, sq. 
Job's description of a thief^ 60. 
„ illustration ofthefiraUty of life, 
60. 
John's description of the heavenly 

Jerusalem, 51. 
John the Baptist's dress and food, 60. 
Jordan, as seen ftom Olivet, 180. 

„ cataracts in, 116. 
Joseph's sepulchre, 62. 

^^ his sarcophagus, 128. 
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Joslah's zeal for the worship of Jeho- 
vah, 62. 
Journey, how long the first day, 1. 
„ of Joseph's brethren into 
Egypt, 18. 
Jndas* native city, 8. 
„ death, 175. 



Kedar, tents of, 20. 
Kedron, 166, 173. 

„ valley of; 162. 
King of Ai, his sepnlchre, 66. 
King's garden, 173. 
Kings, place of their bnrial, 188. 
Kishon, river o^ 212. 

„ allusion to, 212. 

„ prophets of Baal slain there, 
213. 



Landmark between fields, 110. 
Lalce of Galilee, 209. 

„ storms npon, 210. 

Latitude and longitude of Jerusalem, 

162. 
Latin language still spoken, 202. 
Latter rain, 91, 199. 
Lazarus' grave, 62. 
Laws of prophetic language, 124. 
Leather girdle, 61. 
Lebonah, now £1-Lebbun, 138. 
Legacy of a mother to her daughter, 

69. 
Lepsius, anecdote of; 53. 
Lesson fh)m the fiowers, 86. 
Libertines, synagogue of, 145. 
Limestone, abundant in Palestine, 94. 
Locusts in Palestine, 61. 
Lodge in a garden, 107. 
Lost tribes, 15L 

Lynch's voyage down the Jordan, 116. 
„ his testimony, 142. 

M. 
Magdala. its situation, 61, 211. 
Mamre, Abraham's abode, 113. 
Man bearing a pitcher of water, 56. 
Maon, near Hebron, 138. 
MediteiTanean, seen from Mizpeh, 182. 

„ „ Tabor, 204. 

„ „ Carmel,214. 

Heiron, 152. 



Meiron, its tombs, 152. 
Merchants, itinerant, 37. 
Meshallam, Mr., and his agricultural 

colony, 97. 
Messiah, Jewish ophiions respecting 

him, 149, 151. 
Menzel, the stranger's house, 38. 
Michmastu now Mukhmas, 125. 

„ "pass" of; 126. 

Millstones, description of them, 48. 
„ as an instrument of pun- 
ishment, 50. 
„ explanation of Exodus xL 
5. 50. 
Minstrels employed at fhnerals, 72. 
Missionai-y assaulted, 199. 
Mizpeh, situation o^ 57. 

„ view ft-om it, 181. 
Moab, announcement of its fiEdl by 

Isaiah, 104. 
Modem Jerusalem, 184. 
Mohammedan bmying-ground at 
Alexandria, 71. 
„ at Kahn Tunus, 71. 
„ at Jerusalem, 166, 179. 
Moon hanging over Tiberias, 209. 
Moriah, 185. 

Moses' statue in regard to the mill- 
stone, 49. 
Mosque of Omar, 182. 
Mount Casius, 28. 
Mount of Offence, 172. 
Mount of Olives, 165. 

„ its height, 179. 
„ „ its tombs, 62, 63. 

Mount Zion, partly out of the city, 

188. 
Mountain, how made to flow with oil 

and wine, 92. 
Mouths of sepulchres gaping upon 

travellers, 62. 
Mukhna, plain of; 126. 
Muezzin, his office, 118. 
Mungo Park in an African desert, 

86. 
Mustard-seed plant, its height and 
size, 79. 
„ not generic, 80. 

Mysterious cry, 73. 

N. 

Nablus, 127. 

Nain, bur\a\ ot lYv^^Q^wO^tRkX^TL. 
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Names of ancient times retained, 51, 
186. 
„ mode of identifying them, 137. 
„ ancient and modem com- 
pared, 188. 
Narrow paths, 112. 
N&tm-al advantages of Palestine, 96* 
Nazaretli, tomb at, 63. 

„ how it appears, 198. 
„ its population. &c., 19& 
Nebnchadnezzar's feast, 43. 
Neby Samuil, 181. 
Nehemiah's well, 174. 
Nile, spoken of as a sea, 77. 
Night of tlie betrayal 9L 
Nineveh, discovery there, 123. 
No or Thebes, as desciibed by Nahnm, 

77. 
Nob, on Olivet, 126. 
North side of Jerusalem, 177. 
Numerous languages heard in Jeru- 
salem, 144. 



Oasis, described, IL 
OaksofMoreh, 126. 
„ peculiar, 201. 
Objection against the accuracy of 
Scripture, 87. 

„ urged against Gen. xliL 
26. 13. 

„ agahist JacoVs well, 131. 
Oleanders, 208, 212. 
Olive-tree, kind of soil it prefers, 94. 

„ Its age, 168. 
Open bier, 72. 
Ophel, 171. 

Ornaments of Hebrew women, 68. 
Ox-goad, 102. 



Palestine, present fertility, 93. 

„ in its palmy days, 97. 
Parable of the good Samaritan, 135. 
Partial i*epresentatious of travellers, 

93. 
Passover, time of its occurrence, 90, 

91. 
Past and present brought near to 

each other, 52. 
Pastoral resources of Palestine, 93, 96. 
Path to Bethany, 165. 
PaOi» tJuvogh coi-n-fields, lU. 



Paul reacned finom the Jewish mob, 

185. 
Paul's escape fh>ra Damaacna, 40. 
Paul, his route fnmi Akka to Csesarea, 

216. 
Peter praying on the honae-top, 44. 
Petra, description of the chasm tliere, 
26. 
„ its tombs, 63. 
Pharaoh's vision of the blasted ears 

of com, 8a 
Pharisees and whlted sepulchres, S2. 
Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, 147. 
Pilate's Prsetorium, 187. 
Pilgrim psalms, 8. 

Place for ripening and drying finiits, 
&C., 44. 
„ of honour on the divan, 35. 
Plain of Jericho, its richness, 96. 
Plough, its constmction and use, 100. 
Plucking the ears of cum. 111. 
Pompeii, mill-stones there, 48. 
Pool of Bethesda; 186. 

„ of^SUoam, 171. 
Posture in prayer, 70. 
Potter's field still ftimlshes day, 175. 
Precipice, one at Nazareth, 200. 
Precipices about the Lake of Galilee, 

125. 
Prickly pear used for a hedge, 109. 
Priests, barefoot in the temple, 4a 
Procession to a mosque, 217. 
Prodigal son's food, 83. 
Project fh)m Safet, 149. 
Proverb of the ox-goad, 102. 
Purse and scrip, 61. 
Pupils in the Babbinic schools, 151. 



Rabbhiic schools of Safet, 149, 150. 

Bachel's tomb, 65. 

Rahab, situation of her house, 41. 

„ hiding the spies, 44. 
Rain, its effect on the roofe of houses, 

46. 
Ramah, near Jerasalem, 135w 

„ in Naphtali, 15& 
Rainleh, tank there, 66. 
Ravines, numerous in Palestine, 26L 
Reading aloud, 147. 
Rebekah drawing water, 57. 

„ returning trcm the weU, 6& 
RecondUation of the accounts of tba 



SAidonr's posture in the garden, 
70. 
BeUgtons ostentation of fbe Mobam- 

medan8,45w 
Kephaim, plain oi; 176, 181. 
Reservoir, tiie largest near Jemsolein, 
17& 
„ near St Stephen's gate, 166. 
Hitter's testimony, 140. 

„ his iUostration, 14L 
Road to Anathoth and Bethel, 179. 
Roads, danger of, 8. 
Roller, used on the rooft of houses, 52. 
Roman governor, his usual place of 

residence, 187, 188. 
Roof^ as place of observation, 46. 
Roofs, used as a place of promenade, 
43, 4A. 
„ sleeping-room, 48. 
„ store-room, 44. 
„ places of retirement, 44. 
„ „ of prayer, 45. 

Ruins at Bethel, 115. 
„ at Safet, 150. 
„ of a synagogue, 156. 
„ on Tabor, 202. 
Rules for preparing copies of the Pen- 
tateuch, 148. 
Ruth's language in respect to the 
field of Boaz, 110. 
„ gleaning in the fields, 195. 



Sabbath, spent at Nazareth, 198. 
Safet, description of, 149. 
„ its position, 42. 
„ number of its Jewish inhabit- 
ants, 145. 
„ elegance of its synagogue, 146. 
Salhn, ancient Shalim, 127. 
Salt deserts, 27. 
Sampson's punishment, 50. 
Samaria, or Sebustieh, 121. 

„ denounced by the prophet, 

122. 
„ its origin, 123. 
„ present condition, 123. 
Sand-hills of the desert, 21. 
Saul's outburst of anger against Jo- 
nathan, 68. 
„ his fate, 119. 
„ his last battle-field, 121. 
Saviour in the garden, 70. 



Saviour In the synagogtie at Nazareth, 
146. 
„ place of his trial and scourg- 
ing, 188. 
Saviour's agony in the garden, 168. 
„ comparison of the incon- 
stant disciple, lOL 
„ illustration of Ood's wateh- 

ftilcare,64. 
„ temptation, place of its oc- 
currence, 18a 
„ triid, occurred early, 74. 
Shechein, its beautlftil sittiation, 127. 
Scene, moumfiil, among the tombs, 
174. 
„ from the patriarchal age, 55. 
Sea, use of the term in Scripture, 77. 
Seed by the way-side, 111. 
Seleh, its situation and appearance, 

34. 
Septnagint, renders correctly Pro- 
verbs xxviL 15. 64. 
Sepulchres of the Hebrews, 62. 

„ Valley of Uinnom, 68. 

„ Mount of Olives. Ac., 

63. 
„ wealthier funilies, 174. 

Serbonian bog, 28. 
Serpents of the desert, dangerous to 

travellers, 23. 
Shadow of a rock, 29. 
Shamgar's achievement, 102. 
Sheep before her shearers, 169. 
„ gate, 186. 

„ and goats intermixed, IL 
Shepherds ofben at a distance from 
their homes, 11. 
„ plain oi; near Bethlehem, 
197. 
Shtmem, 119, 120. 
Shunning the public ways, 112. 
Shur, desert of; 21. 
Shutting the gates, 51. 
Sign of summer, 86. 
Signs of fertility often misunderstood, 

93,94. 
Siloah'B brook, 172. 
SUwan, village of; 68, 171. 
Single names among the Hebrews, 51 
Sketch of a Galilean Tempe, 157. 
Sky, its appearance at night, 14. 
Sleeping-room, sometimes on the 
root, 4^ 
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Snow for cooling drinlcB, SL 

,« as explaining Proverbs xxlv. 13. 
32. 
Solitnde described by Jeremiah^ 49. 
Solomon*8 temple, its situation, 55. 
Song of the grinders, 49. 
Songs of modem pilgrims, 9. 
Sources of information respecting the 

Jews, 143. 
Sparrows, sale of; 54. 
Sports of children in the east, 78. 
Star of the Magians, 196. 
Stephen, traditional place of his mar- 
tyrdom, 166. 
Stone at the month of a sepulchre, 64. 

„ heaps upon the graves of the 
infamous, 65. 

„ on the mouth of a well, 57. 
Stone houses, their value, 218. 
Stony soil not unproductive, 94. 
Store-house on the rooi; 44. 
Storms of sand, 22. 
Streets, how distinguished. 36. 
Strength of ancient Jerusalem, 163. 
Succoth, punishment of its princes, 83. 
Superiority of Palestine to Egypt, 

100. 
Synagogues at Jerusalem, 145. 

T. 
Tabor, vi^ted, 200. 

„ prospect firom, 203. 
Taking off the shoes, 40. 
Taking up the bed, 67. 
Tares, in the parable, 85. 
Tekoa, a place of herdsmen, 197. 
Temple, its site, 185. 

„ prediction of its overthrow, 
190. 
Tent, a type- of the body, 20. 

„ of Kedar, 20. 
Tents, as originating many Scripture 
expressions, 17, 19. 
„ firequent removals of; 18. 

antiquity and extent of their 
use, 16. 
f , manner of pitching, 17. 
Testimony of travellers to the fertility 

of Palestine, 96. 
Thorns, their prevalence in Palestine, 
82. 
„ their tue, 82. 



Thorns, how employed in fignratiTe 
language, 82. 
„ immense height near Suc- 
coth, 83. 
Threshing-floors, 105. 

„ machine, 106. 
Time of year for travelling in the 

East, 79. 
Tittle, meaning of the word, 148. 
Titus* camp, its position, 178. 
,, confession in regard to the 
capture of Jerusalem, 163. 
Toilet of Hebrew women, 68. 

„ description of by Isaiah, 69. 
Tomb of Rabbi Hillel, 153. 

the Vh-gln, 167. 
Tombs, as places of shelter, 62. 
„ in the valley of Jehoshaphat, 

170. 
„ of the kings, 17& 
Tower of David, 187. 
„ ofSiloam,172., 
Traditions at Meiron, 154. 

„ of localities, their value, 
163. 
Traitor^s approadi to Gethaenume 

from the city, 169. 
Transfiguration, not on Tabor, 203. 
„ perhaps near Her- 

mon, 203. 
Travelling in the East, rate o^ L 
Treading of grapes, 103. 

„ an emblem of slaughter, 

105. 
Treatment of the infiunous dead, 65. 
Troughs for watering cattie, 57. 
Turning the £a£e to the wall, 35. 

„ of the rivers of water, 99. 
Turkish rule unfriendly to industry, 

95. 
Tyropceon, between Zion and Horiah, 
87, 190. 
„ remains of the bridge 
there, 19L 

U. 
Upper room, its traditional locality, 

189. 
Urtas, valley o^ 97. 



Veneration of the Jews for holy spots, 
65. 



urjDBX. 227 



View from HebrcAi 

„ an emin«i06 near Akka, 
158. 

„ St Stephen's gate, 165. 
tlietopofOUvet,179. 

„ Neby Ismail, 200. 
Vine, less caltivated tlian anciently, 

102. 
Yineyarda, where planted anciently, 

94. 
Vintage-shont, 104. 
Vipers in the desert, 23. 
Voltaire's sarcasm, 92. 

W. 

Wady Aly, 25. 
Walls of Jerusalem, 162. 
Watch-towers, 108. 
Water In the desert, 5, 13. 

„ how collected around Jerusa- 
lem, 177. 
„ its scarcity in Arabia, 6. 
„ mode of drawing, 56. 
„ usually drawn by females, 56. 
Watering machine, 100. 
„ of flocks, 57. 
„ with the foot, 99. 



Watering, as illustrating Dent xL 10. 

100. 
Water-ehed between Mediterranean 

and Jordan, 126. 
Watts* lines on the betrayal, 9L 
Welees, description of; 32. 

„ ancient names retained, 33. 
Well, in a court, 58. 
„ Jacob's identified, 129, 131. 
„ depth measured, 133. 
West side of Jerusalem, 176. 
Whited sepulchres, 32. 
WUd honey, 61. 
Wilderness, meaning of the term, 12L 

„ terrors of; 22. 
Windows, how made, 47. 
Wine-press, description oi; 103. 
Winnowing shovel, 106. 
Women as mourners, 71. 

„ their place in the synagogue, 
146. 
Wood, Its scarcity, 85. 



Zacharias' tomb, 170. 

TAon ploughed as a field, 176. 

Ziph, desert of; 136. 



xonrBUBOH: t. velsok akb aoira. 



